International Committee of the Red Cross

ICRC statement to the United Nations General
Assembly on the Advisory Opinion of the International
Court of Justice on the legality of the threat or use
of nuclear weapons

The debate in the First Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly (51st Session, 1996) on agenda items 71 and 75 (disarmament
and the 1980 Conventional Weapons Convention) gave the ICRC the
opportunity to make the following briefcomment on the Advisory Opinion
of the International Court ofJustice relating to the legality of the threat
or use of nuclear weapons:
This was the first time that the International Court of Justice
analysed at some length international humanitarian law governing the
use of weapons. We were pleased to see the reaffirmation of certain
rules which the Court defined as "intransgressible", in particular the
absolute prohibition of the use of weapons that are by their nature
indiscriminate as well as the prohibition of the use of weapons that
cause unnecessary suffering. We also welcome the Court's emphasis
that humanitarian law applies to all weapons without exception, including new ones. In this context we would like to underline that there
is no exception to the application of these rules, whatever the circumstances. International humanitarian law is itself the last barrier against
the kind of barbarity and horror that can all too easily occur in wartime,
and it applies equally to all parties to a conflict at all times.
Turning now to the nature of nuclear weapons, we note that, on
the basis of the scientific evidence submitted, the Court found that
"...The destructive power of nuclear weapons cannot be contained in
either space or time...the radiation released by a nuclear explosion
would affect health, agriculture, natural resources and demography
over a very wide area. Further, the use of nuclear weapons would be
a serious danger to future generations..." In the light of this, the ICRC
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finds it difficult to envisage how a use of nuclear weapons could be
compatible with the rules of international humanitarian law.
We are convinced that because of their devastating effects no one
ever wants to see these weapons used. It is the ICRC's earnest hope
that the opinion of the Court will give fresh impetus to the international
community's efforts to rid humanity of this terrible threat.
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Articles submitted for publication
in the International Review of the Red Cross
The International Review of the Red Cross invites readers to submit
articles relating to the various activities of the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement or to international humanitarian law. These will
be considered for publication on the basis of merit and relevance to the
topics covered by the Review.
Manuscripts may be submitted in English, French, Spanish, Arabic
or Russian.
Texts should be typed, double-spaced, and no longer than 20 pages
(or 5,000 words). The word processing software used by the ICRC is
AmiPro 3.1. If possible, therefore, documents should be submitted on
diskette with the texts in either AmiPro or ASCII.
Footnotes should be numbered superscript in the main text. They
should be typed, double-spaced, and grouped at the end of the article.
Bibliographical references should be given in the original language
of publication and should include the following details:

(a) for books, the author's initials and surname (in that order), book
title (in italics), place of publication, publisher and year of publication (in
that order), and page number(s) referred to (p. or pp.);
(b) for articles, the author's initials and surname, article title (in
inverted commas), title of periodical (in italics), volume number, place
of publication, date of publication, and page number(s) referred to (p.
or pp.).

The Review reserves the right to edit all articles before publication.
Manuscripts, whether published or unpublished, will not be returned.
Manuscripts, correspondence relating to their publication and requests
for pennission to reproduce texts appearing in the Review should be
addressed to the editor.
Texts published by the Review reflect the views of the author alone
and not necessarily those of the ICRe. The same applies to editorial
texts. Only texts bearing an ICRC signature may be ascribed to the
institution.
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The International Review of the Red Cross is the official publication of the
International Committee of the Red Cross. It was first published in 1869 under
the title "Bulletin international des Societes de secours aux militaires blesses",
and then "Bulletin international des Societes de la Croix-Rouge".
The International Review of the Red Cross is a forum for reflection and
comment and serves as a reference work on the mission and guiding principles of
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. It is also a specialized
journal in the field of international humanitarian law and other aspects of humanitarian endeavour.
As a chronicle of the international activities of the Movement and a record of
events, the International Review of the Red Cross is a constant source of information and maintains a link between the components of the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement.
The International Review of the Red Cross is published six times a year,
in five languages:
French: REVUE INTERNATIONALE DE LA CROIX-ROUGE (since October 1869)
English: INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF THE RED CROSS (since April 1961)
Spanish: REVISTA INTERNACIONAL DE LA CRUZ ROJA (since January 1976)
4 J .J.i\ <101 (since May-June 1988)
Arabic: ./"\;\
Russian: MIDK,WHAl'OJ],Hblfi )l(YPHAJ] KPACHOrO KPECTA (since November-December 1994)

Articles appearing in the Review are accessible on the ICRC Web site,
under the heading "PublicationslPeriodicals", at the following addresses:
in English (from 1995): http://www.icrc.org
in French (from 1996): http://www.cicr.org

EDITOR:
ADDRESS:

Hans-Peter Gasser, Doctor of Laws, editor-in-chief
International Review of the Red Cross
19, avenue de la Paix
1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel. (++4122) 734 60 01
Fax (++4122) 7332057
Internet: review.gva@icrc.org

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

one year, 30 Swiss francs or US$ 18
single copy, 5 Swiss francs
Postal cheque account No. 12 - 5527-06 Geneva
Bank account No. 129.986.0, Swiss Bank Corporation, Geneva

INTERNATIONAL

REVIEW
OF THE RED CROSS

ISSN 0020-8604

