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Burundi
From 26 to 28 May 1971, the ICRC delegates for Eastern Africa,
Mr. R. Weber and Mr. P. Gachoud, went to Burundi to visit five
prisons there. They saw persons held for political reasons and
offences and talked without witnesses with prisoners of their choice.
The delegates, in co-operation with the Burundi Red Cross, distributed toilet requisites and note-paper. They also handed over
to the National Society mats and medicaments to be distributed
at a later date.

Venezuela
In response to a wish expressed by several Latin American Red
Cross Societies at the Managua Inter-American Conference in
December 1970, and in order to ensure greater continuity for its
work in Latin America, the ICRC has decided to set up in that
area a regional delegation based at Caracas, capital of Venezuela.
The assignment of the two permanent delegates stationed in
Caracas will embrace South America, Central America and the
Caribbean area. The delegation will be officially opened in August.

Haiti
On 11 May, 1971, the ICRC sent to the Haiti Red Cross by air
a consignment of 15 first aid kits for the National Society's mobile
units.
Four days later, two tons of powdered milk for the Haitian
medico-social programme for the benefit of the waifs and strays
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of Cap-Haitien, and a Land Rover were loaded on a ship sailing from
Rotterdam to Port-au-Prince.

Ceylon
Continuing his mission in Ceylon, which began on 27 April, 1971,
Mr. Roger Du Pasquier, delegate of the ICRC, went to the southern
part of the island. He visited, together with members of the National
Red Cross Society and government officials, hospitals at Galle,
Deniyaya, Hambantota and Tissamaharama. At Matara, he visited
the prison where persons arrested because of the events are detained.
On 7 June, Mr. Du Pasquier returned to Anuradhapura in the
north-western region, after having visited it a first time on 5 and
6 May, and carried out a first distribution of relief supplies to
500 detainees, giving out over 1,000 vests, material for shorts and
sports equipment. These articles were bought locally from funds
advanced by the ICRC.
In addition, the ICRC decided to launch an appeal to 21 National Red Cross Societies.1 The relief action in view, for which
the ICRC has already advanced 40,000 Swiss francs, consists essentially in furnishing clothes and clothing material, tools and equipment for the great number of persons detained following the events.

Japan
The second stage of the repatriation of Koreans from Japan began
on 11 May 1971. These are persons who came to Japan before or
during the Second World War and now wish to return to the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
The first stage had taken place between December 1959 and
December 1967 during which period over 88,500 persons were able
to return to Pyongyang. Repatriations were organized by the
Japanese Red Cross and the Red Cross Society of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea. The ICRC had been called in by Japan
in 1959 to make sure that the Koreans enjoyed full liberty of choice
and that none of them was prevented from leaving or was compelled
to quit Japan.
1

Elsewhere in this issue, we give the text of the appeal.
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These repatriations were discontinued in 1967, although many
persons who had applied within the prescribed time-limits had not
been able to get away.
A second phase has now been decided after lengthy negotiations
between the two National Societies. The ICRC has opened for that
purpose an office in the Red Cross building at Tokyo, and a delegate, Miss Elsa Casal, has been assigned the task of continuing the
mission which she had begun in 1959.
Plans have been made for repatriations to continue at the rate
of one sailing a month from the port of Niigata, in north-west
Japan, on the coast of the Sea of Japan. The first departure took
place on 14 May with 204 persons on board, and a second ship left
Niigata on 18 June with 169 persons.

Laos
During May 1971, the delegation of the ICRC in Laos provided
relief to 1,424 families, numbering over 6,000 persons, in Luang
Prabang province. They received food, blankets and clothing
material.
Early in June, the ICRC delegate, accompanied by a member
of the Laos Red Cross, distributed relief supplies to refugees in
Pakse, in southern Laos. Over 900 persons from 185 families
received mosquito nets, blankets and material. In addition, 17 Vietnamese families were provided with ICRC aid.
Distributions were also carried out at Savannakhet and Seno,
where 423 and 300 families respectively received food and clothing;
a cash donation was made to the hospital at Seno for medicaments
to be purchased at a later date.

Khmer Republic
On 1 April and again, on 29, 30 and 31 May, a delegate of the
ICRC in the Khmer Republic visited, in the town of Battambang,
the three camps where about 4,000 Vietnamese from the northwestern Khmer provinces along the border with Thailand have
been collected. His previous visit to this area was at the beginning
of October 1970.
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He carried out these visits in the company of representatives
of the government and of the Khmer Red Cross. Families most
in need received relief supplies.1
On 8 June 1971, a delegate and a doctor-delegate of the ICRC
visited three centres for Cambodian refugees and Vietnamese in
Phnom-Penh.
At the Cao-Dai centre for Vietnamese, there are 535 persons,
mainly from the regions of Battambang and Kompong-Chhnang.
A number of medical improvements have been carried out since
the last visit of the ICRC and living conditions in the camp are
substantially better.
The delegates visited the centre for Khmer refugees at Chak
Angre", sheltering 435 persons, some from Rattanakiri (54 families
containing nearly 200 persons) and some from the transit camp
at Pochentong (52 families, 235 persons).
In the Chrui Changwar camp, they saw 540 persons belonging
to the families of troops in the province of Mondol Kiri (Loeu
Khmers). The doctor-delegate detected, among these refugees, some
cases of vitamin deficiency and, among the children, a number of
cases of chicken pox. The Municipal Health Service has begun to
vaccinate the refugees against smallpox.
In Phnom-Penh, there are in all 29 camps holding about 8,400
refugees and Vietnamese gathered there.

Republic of Vietnam
The delegates and doctor-delegates of the ICRC in the Republic of Vietnam visited several places of detention during the last
few weeks.
They went to the prisoner-of-war camp at Qui-Nonh, where
they talked with prisoners of war without witnesses.
The delegates also visited the correctional institutions at TrucGiang (Ben-Trl), Vinh-Long, Hue", Quang-Tri, Quang-Long (CaMau), Phan Thiet and Qui-Nonh, as well as the Vietnamese Armed
Forces Military Hospital at Ban-Me-Thuot.
1

Plate.
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Near East
Israel and the occupied territories
Visits to prisons.—ICRC delegates in Israel and the occupied
territories went, in their thirteenth series of visits to prisons, to
13 places of detention where they saw over 3,000 Arab detainees.
They talked with prisoners of their choice and handed over food
parcels to 506 detainees who had not been visited by their families
for three months.
Repatriation of civilians.—On 3 June, a Lebanese fisherman, who
had been wounded when captured at sea, was repatriated under
ICRC auspices at Roshanikra. He had been visited several times
at the hospital where he was under medical care.
On 15 June, in a further repatriation operation, a thirteen-year
old girl was sent back to Lebanon.
Visits to prisoners of war.—During incidents on 19 May 1971
on the occupied Golan Heights, Israeli troops captured two Syrian
soldiers and killed two more.
On 21 May, the two bodies were repatriated under ICRC auspices. The delegates visited the same day the two wounded prisoners in hospital.
Early in June, three soldiers of the United Arab Republic were
captured in the southern sector of the Suez Canal, and a Syrian
soldier was made prisoner on the Golan Heights.
On 21 June, the ICRC delegates visited these fresh prisoners of
war at the same time when they saw all the previous prisoners
of war still interned at the Sarafand Military Prison (72 from the
U.A.R., 39 Syrians and one Jordanian).
Jordan
During May 1971, the ICRC delegate in Jordan visited, at the
Jordanian police post of Kerak, a number of persons who had been
expelled from Israeli occupied territory towards Transjordan.
The delegate talked with these persons without witnesses and
gave news of them to the ICRC delegation in Israel to be transmitted to their families.
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United Arab Republic

On 19 May and 9 June 1971, the ICRC delegates in the United
Arab Republic visited the 9 Israeli prisoners of war held in the
Abassieh Military Prison and, on 20 May and 10 June, the two
Israeli prisoners of war who had been wounded and were in a Cairo
hospital.
In addition, on the occasion of the Jewish feast of Shavohot,
two able-bodied prisoners from Abassieh were allowed to visit their
wounded comrades.
Syria

Visit to prisoners of war.—The three Israeli prisoners of war in
Syrian hands were visited by the ICRC delegate on 22 May and
23 June 1971.
A family is re-united.— The delegates of the ICRC in Israel and
the occupied territories arranged with their opposite number in
Syria on 16 June for a family, dispersed during the June 1967
conflict, to be re-united.
One of its members was allowed to join his kin in occupied
territory on the Golan Heights.
Despatch of relief.—On 11 June 1971, 4,400 tons of flour (donated
by the EEC), 20 tons of cleaning material and disinfectants (donated
by the German Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany) and
749 kgs of medicaments (sent by the ICRC; part of this consignment was donated by the Swiss association Interpharma), arrived
at the port of Lattakia. These relief supplies are for refugees from
the Golan Heights.
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