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This change in the present organization of the United Nations
assumes a general probing of conscience on the part of the delegates
at the General Assembly. Inasmuch as it appears evident that the
role of the Emergency Forces is essentially pacific and humanitarian,
to the extent that the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and
Sun make their wide humanitarian experience and their means of
disseminating the principles of the Geneva Conventions available
to the United Nations, there should result an even more constructive
co-operation between these two great international organizations.

Development of international relations having reached a certain
stage, a qualitative advance must now be achieved ; the alternative
is stagnation. The time is at hand for the U.N. to make the choice.
Either it resigns itself to a position of weakness from which its
Emergency Forces' authority and organization must rely on impro-
vization, so that its ability to solve international conflicts peace-
fully will be impaired ; or it will set up the structure which is
essential to enable it to maintain peace in the world and respect
for the humanitarian conventions.

Let us hope that the latter alternative will soon be adopted.

AN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH COMMITTEE

What can young people do and what can one do for the young
today ? These problems were studied by the International Consulta-
tive Committee on Youth Activities, set up by UNESCO, at its
first session which was held in Paris in May 1965. The Committee,
which consisted of leading specialists from 23 countries of Europe,
Africa, Asia and America, was instituted in order to advise the
Organization in the preparation of programmes concerning youth
activities and assist it in putting these into effect. In this capacity
it will, for example, study problems raised by the intensification
of extra-curricula studies and the long-term service of young
volunteers. The latter, especially if they possess technical qualifi-
cations, are capable of giving a considerable amount of aid to the
developing countries, as has already been shown by work carried
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out in this direction by no less than 250 organizations which have
sent out some 17,000 young people to various countries.

Amongst other problems which will have the Committee's
attention will be the question of regional information and training
centres, which it is proposed to create, and that of the co-operation
between UNESCO and the different non-governmental organiz-
ations concerned with youth.

The members of the Committee have been appointed by the
Director-General of UNESCO, all of whom have been made re-
sponsible for youth activities, whether they are officials or those
in charge of non-governmental organizations.

Representatives of the following countries took part in this
first session : Algeria, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Cuba, France,
German Federal Republic, Ghana, India, Iran, Iraq, Madagascar,
Mali, Mexico, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Rumania, Sweden,
Tanzania, United Kingdom, United States, USSR.

386


