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Middle East

Visits to civilian detainees.—The ICRC delegates in Israel, on
14 January 1970, visited 35 Egyptian fishermen who had been
captured by the Israeli armed forces towards the end of December
1969. On 25 January they visited another eleven Egyptian fishermen
captured on January 13.

At each visit the delegates interviewed the prisoners without
witnesses and enquired into detention conditions. Reports as usual
are sent to the detaining authorities and to the detainees' own
government.

Visits to prisoners of war.—Nine Egyptian prisoners of war—out
of 62 captured on Chedouan island by the Israeli armed forces—
in the Sarafand military hospital were visited by ICRC delegates
on 29 January 1970. They handed family messages to the delegates.
The other 53 prisoners at the Sarafand camp were visited on
13 February.

Reports on these visits are sent to the Detaining Power and the
prisoners' own government.

Visits to prisons.—The sixth series of visits to prisons in Israel
and the occupied territories, which began on 14 December 1969,
was completed on 27 January 1970.

The ICRC delegates went to thirteen prisons and saw more than
3,100 Arab detainees. They were able to talk in private with the
prisoners of their choice. They distributed standard ICRC parcels
of fruit, biscuits and cigarettes in eight prisons to 560 detainees—
218 more than during the previous distribution in December 1969.
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Prisoners are allowed to send two messages a month to their
families.

Repatriation of bodies.—On 22 January, on the Suez Canal, and
5 February at Kuneitra, the ICRC arranged for repatriation of the
bodies of two Israeli pilots whose aircraft had been shot down,
the first on 16 January by the Egyptian armed forces and the
second on 2 February by the Syrian armed forces. In addition, on
12 February, the bodies of two Egyptian servicemen killed in recent
fighting on the Suez Canal were repatriated via El Qantara.

Jordan

The ICRC representatives, on 20 January, talked in private with
the Israeli civil guard who had been captured on 1 January. He
then wrote messages to his family. An ICRC delegate visited him
a second time on 10 February.

People's Republic of South Yemen

Visit to Political Detainees.—Towards mid-January 1970,
Mr. A. Rochat, ICRC Delegate-General for the Middle East, and his
colleagues again paid a routine visit to political detainees at the
Mansoura prison in Aden. They enquired into detention conditions
and talked in private with the detainees. They also distributed
clothing and individual parcels (toilet requisites, cigarettes etc.).
The report on the visit will be sent by the ICRC to the detaining
authorities.

Visit to Saudi Prisoners of War.—The ICRC delegates in the
People's Republic of South Yemen on 14th January visited 37 Saudi
prisoners of war captured by the South Yemeni forces during
border skirmishes at Wadihia (4th and 5th Provinces) towards
the end of November 1969.

The prisoners wrote messages to their families and the delegates
undertook, in co-operation with the Saudi Arabian Red Crescent, to
forward them to the addressees. The report on the visit will be sent
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by the ICRC to the prisoners' own government and to the detaining
authorities.

Milk Distribution.—Continuing its programme of relief dis-
tribution in co-operation with the Red Crescent Society of the
People's Republic of South Yemen, the ICRC delegation in Aden
distributed rations of milk powder to some 1,000 families, or about
8,000 people, 4,000 of them young children.

Saudi Arabia

Mr. Rochat on 22 January also visited 24 South Yemeni pri-
soners held in Riyadh. They had been captured during the Wadihia
incident by the Saudi armed forces.

The ICRC representative enquired into detention conditions
and the prisoners handed him messages for transmission to their
families in the People's Republic of South Yemen.

United Arab Republic

The ICRC delegate in the United Arab Republic visited, on
31 January 1970, an Israeli prisoner of war captured on 14 Decem-
ber 1969 and being treated in an Egyptian hospital.

Several family messages were written by the detainee and
forwarded by the ICRC to his relatives in Israel. The report on the
visit is sent by the ICRC to the Detaining Power and to the prisoner's
own government.

Republic of Vietnam

School equipment for young prisoners of war.—Last year the
International Committee allocated 15,000 Swiss francs to its
Saigon delegation to make provision for the schooling of young
prisoners of war in the Bien Hoa camp.

On 22 January 1970, the material—60 tables and benches, three
daises, three desks and three blackboards—were handed over.
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All the material was made by prisoners with wood purchased by
the ICRC.

In addition, each of the young detainees has been provided with
a slate and working material which will be renewed by the ICRC
for six months.

Visits to places of detention.—ICRC delegates in the Republic
of Vietnam went to six places of detention in December 1969. They
visited the prisoner of war camp at Cantho, administered by the
Vietnamese Armed Forces; the collecting points of Bong Son,
North of Qui Nhon, and of Phuoc Vinh, both controlled by the
American army; and the interrogation centres of Mytho, Sadec
and Bagi near Qui Nhon, all three controlled by the Vietnamese.

In January 1970 ten places of detention were visited by the
ICRC delegates: six collecting points at Phu Bai, Dan Tieng,
Quang Tri, Cu-Chi and Da Nang, two military hospitals in Da Nang
and the interrogation centres at Due Hoa and Xuan Loc.

The ICRC delegates enquired into detention conditions and
their reports are as usual submitted to the detaining authorities.

Relief for War Victims.—The Swiss private humanitarian
organization " La Chaine du Bonheur" donated to the ICRC
100,000 Swiss francs which it had collected to provide relief to war
victims in Vietnam.

The ICRC remitted half of this amount to the Swiss doctor
Mrs. J. Beguin, who is in charge of medical care for the civilian
population in the Kontum region in the centre of Vietnam.

The remaining half was split by the ICRC delegation to Saigon
between two relief actions it is undertaking in co-operation with
the League of Red Cross Societies and the Red Cross of Vietnam,
namely the founding of a boarding school for young refugees at
Cua and the distribution of relief to women, old people and children
at the Hoi-An refugee camp where there are 5,000 people, about
3,000 of them children. More than one thousand blankets and
1,130 raincoats—830 for children and 300 for adults—have been
distributed, as well as sacks of rice in co-operation with the League
and the Vietnam Red Cross.
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Laos

The ICRC delegation in Laos, comprising a doctor and a
delegate, is concerned mainly with providing assistance to the
Lao Red Cross for the distribution of relief provided by National
Societies.1

These supplies are distributed to displaced persons fleeing the
regions where fighting is going on, to seek refuge in the Mekong
basin.

This assistance programme began several years ago and the
Lao Red Cross and the ICRC have made several distributions since
the beginning of 1970.

The President of the National Society and the International
Committee delegates went to Samthong, taking with them 1,000
blankets, 505 straw-mats, 20 cases of clothing and various other
supplies. After visiting the new refugee reception centre at Lat Khai,
where they provided the 1,800 refugees with some clothing, they
continued to Lat Sen, where they distributed to the more than
8,000 persons there, clothing and school material for the children.
They then went to Khang Si centre where there are another 8,000
refugees.

In the Southern provinces of Luang Prabang and Houa Kong,
the Lao Red Cross and the ICRC have distributed relief, including
agricultural instruments to enable the refugees to settle in an area
which is new to them.

The International Committee delegates also took part in a
relief distribution organized by the Lao Red Cross, which is respon-
sible for the implementation of Unicef's programme for maternal
and child welfare. At the same time clothing and toilet articles
provided by the American and Canadian Red Cross Societies were
distributed.

1 Plate. — The ICRC delegate helping to distribute relief organized by the
Women's Committee of the Lao Red Cross for refugees, in December 1969 in
Vientiane to whom hot soup is also being distributed.
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Chad

Following a mission to Chad by Mr; Georges Hoffmann, ICRC
Delegate-General for Africa, at the end of 1969, the ICRC sent a
consignment of relief for the benefit of the needy population in that
country.

On 23 January 1970 one of the Committee's aircraft left Cotonou
(Dahomey) for Fort Lamy with 13% tons of powdered milk. On
27 January another aircraft landed in Fort Lamy with a consign-
ment of 3y2 tons of medical supplies, including antibiotics, drugs
against diarrhoea, sulfamides, vitamins and emergency surgical kits.

Bolivia

Mr. Serge Nessi, ICRC Delegate-General for Latin America, on
28 January 1970 visited the San Pedro prison and the women's
prison at La Paz (Bolivia). He talked in private with 25 political
detainees. As customary the visits were strictly humanitarian, for
the purpose of examining detention conditions irrespective of the
reasons for detention.

The report on these visits is transmitted to the detaining author-
ities.

Greece

In its issue of last December, International Rewiev gave the
text of the agreement reached between the ICRC and the Greek
government last November authorizing ICRC delegates to visit
Greek political detainees and give greater assistance to their
families. The ICRC began this mission under the agreement on
24 November, as already reported. We continue with the following
account of the activities of our delegation in Greece:

The International Committee of the Red Cross continued the
mission it began on 24 November 1969 consistent with the agree-
ment it concluded with the Greek government.

Its delegates successively visited in January the Oropos camp
(police), the Averoff and Korydalos prisons (Athens police), the
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Varibobi and Drossia hotels (military police), the Nea Ionia and
Bouboulinas street police stations, the Kalami prison and Alikar-
nassos camp (both in Crete and under police control), the section
for political detainees at the Athens General Hospital (police),
the Piraeus police station, the Piraeus police lock-up and the
Eptapyrgion prison at Salonica (police).

They also went to the Leros-Lakki and Leros-Partheni camps
to see what steps had been taken against the influenza epidemic.

They were also authorized to visit, at the Royati military
prison, a detainee sentenced for attempted murder of the President
of the Council.

In all these places of detention the ICRC delegates had full
liberty of movement and were able to talk in private without any
time-limit with the detainees of their choice. The doctor-delegate
examined sick detainees brought to his attention during the visits.
Special reports to the government were made on the more serious
cases.

During the same period, 285 persons called at the ICRC's
offices for news of their relatives. 980 needy families received
material assistance as provided for in the agreement of 3 November.

The delegation at the end of February comprised Mr. Laurent
Marti, the Head of the delegation, two other delegates and a
doctor-delegate, all of Swiss nationality.

The general report on visits carried out between 24 November
1969 and the end of the year was as usual submitted to the Greek
authorities.
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