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Sihanouk, President of the Cambodian Red Cross. x This Society's
work has been considerably increased recently as a result of the war
in Vietnam which gives rise to a flow of refugees into Cambodia
and to civilian victims of air warfare operations over border regions.

When in Phnom-Penh, Mr. Gallopin convened a meeting of
ICRC delegates in South-East Asia in order to enquire personally
into ICRC operations, particularly in Vietnam and Laos. His planned
visit to the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam at
Hanoi, from Cambodia, had to be called off as he was unable to obtain
an entry visa in time.

Before returning to Europe, Mr. Gallopin went to Indonesia
where, in Djakarta, he was welcomed by Mrs. Hutasoit, First Vice-
President of the Indonesian Red Cross. This Society, with a territory
equal in size to Europe, assists the victims of natural disasters,
such as floods, volcano eruptions and earthquakes, which occur
almost daily in one region of the country or another. He was received
by Dr. Tambunan, Minister of Social Welfare, Mr. Adam Malik,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and other members of the government.
With Mr. Malik he discussed the plight of persons arrested as dangers
to State security. Whilst the Minister stressed that the government
considered this to be an internal affair of the State, he informed
Mr. Gallopin that he would supply the ICRC with details on this
subject.

IN GENEVA

New Participation in the Geneva Conventions

In its number of December 1968, the International Review
stated that 122 States were parties to the Geneva Conventions of
August 12, 1949.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has now received
from the Federal Political Department in Berne a communication

1 Plate.—Cambodia: Mr. and Mrs. Gallopin are received by Princess
Sihanouk.
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informing it that the Republic of Uruguay had given notification
on March 5, 1969 of that State's ratification of these Conventions.

This ratification brings the number of States bound by the said
Conventions to 123.

Information Meeting

Several non-governmental institutions meet periodically to
exchange information. A meeting took place on 16 April 1969
at ICRC headquarters under the chairmanship of Mr. Duncan Wood,
Director of the Friends International Center (Quakers) in Geneva.
Some fifteen organizations were represented there, including the
League of Red Cross Societies.

Representatives of the ICRC gave accounts of the state of
work regarding the reaffirmation and development of the laws and
customs applicable in armed conflicts, a subject, as we know, which
was studied by a Commission of Experts convened by the ICRC at
the end of February 1969,1 which figures prominently on the agenda
of the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross.

A discussion followed these accounts and much useful informa-
tion was given by those taking part.

In the afternoon, members of the delegations of the USSR,
Great Britain and Sweden at the Commission of Eighteen Nations
for Disarmament presented reports on the present state of work on
disarmament. They insisted in particular on the question of nuclear
arms, as well as on bacteriologic and chemical weapons. They then
replied to the many questions raised by the representatives of
non-governmental organizations on these problems which interest
the whole of mankind and to which the Red Cross has given its
close attention for many years past.

1 See International Review, March 1969.
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