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ACADEMY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, THE HAGUE
RECUEIL DES COURS *

This book contains two contributions of particular interest for i
the Red Cross. One of them, by Roger Pinto, is entitled " Les |
regies du droit international concernant la guerre civile "; the other, j
by G. I. A. D. Draper, deals with " The Geneva Conventions of '
1949 ". Both these well-known specialists in international law have ;
served on ICRC Commissions of Experts.

The Geneva Conventions provide for the application of human-
itarian rules during armed conflicts which are not international;
Mr. Pinto discusses the various obligations devolving on States
signatory to the Conventions. Towards the end of his study he
gives special attention to article 3 of the Conventions; he shows
how this is implemented without any reciprocal demands, and he
describes the obligations undertaken. As he says, effective imple-
mentation of the humanitarian rules is " the fundamental problem.
It cannot ", he adds, " be left solely to the discretion of States,
although it is they who are responsible for implementation in the
first place. Intervention by an impartial humanitarian organization
is necessary ".

It is for this reason that his next chapters dwells on ICRC
intervention which sometimes has the backing of the local Red
Cross organizations and sometimes does not. As the author says,
" in the last analysis it is the ICRC which guarantees the observance
of humanitarian law ". Although the principles underlying this law
are often disregarded, they are in fact legal standards which, it is
hoped, will in the long run compel recognition.

Professor Draper also makes a close analysis of the four 1949
\: Geneva Conventions which he defines, to begin with, as the latest
! and fullest development of the humanitarian legal tradition to have
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emerged during the last one hundred years ". He discusses the
general principles and the articles which are common to each
Convention, particularly article 3, to which Mr. Pinto gave special
attention and which, in 1949, was the article which gave rise to
most debate. The writer then studies the status of prisoners of war
and civilians in occupied territory as denned in the Conventions.
He then deals with the repression of breaches of international
humanitarian law.

In his article, Professor Draper points out certain shortcomings
in the Conventions and mentions situations for which the Conven-
tions make no provision and do not adequately safeguard the
victims of war. He concludes, nevertheless, by pointing out how
these humanitarian rules, which today are universal, represent a
considerable progress for humanity. " That the Geneva Conventions
of 1949 have many, and even serious, defects is not denied. Some of
these will emerge in the course of these lectures. The nature,
extent, and remediability of these defects is another topic, calling
for attention on another occasion. Nevertheless, these Conventions
stand as a formidable edifice of humanitarian law, built in answer
to the brutalities of our immediate past and as a measure of decency
for our uncertain future ".

Neither of these studies can be adequately analysed in a biblio-
graphic note such as this. We wished however to make known the
importance of these two courses given at the Academy of Inter-
national Law at The Hague and which follow up those on the

; same subject by Paul Ruegger, Jean Pictet and Henri Coursier.
i It is gratifying to see the Geneva Conventions becoming increasingly
f. a subject of higher education.

J.-G.L.

447


