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THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE'S ACTION IN THE YEMEN

New team at the Uqhd hospital.—The relief of personnel of the
hospital of the International Committee of the Red Cross at Uqhd
took place at the beginning of May. Fifteen persons including
doctors, nurses, technicians and drivers, all recruited by the Swiss
Red Cross, left Zurich on April 22 by air for Jeddah. These were
followed by six others on April 29.

The new head doctor at the Uqhd hospital is Dr. Reinhold
Wepf of Berne, who replaces Dr. de Puoz of Zurich. The present
medical team will be working in the Yemen until the end of July.

For the victims of the Western sector.—Received in private
audience by the Imam El Badr, Mr. Laurent Vust, delegate of
the ICRC, presented Dr. R6camier and Dr. Grellety-Bosviel, who
had been placed at the disposal of the International Committee
by the French Red Cross.

These two doctors have set up a medical post in the North-West
of the country where they give treatment to large numbers of
wounded and sick.

Furthermore, the ICRC delegate has distributed food, medi-
cines, money and mail to Egyptian prisoners held by the Royalist
forces, as well as thirty blankets to Republican prisoners.

On behalf of Egyptian prisoners.—In its last issue, the Inter-
national Review mentioned the expedition recently undertaken
by Mr. A. Rochat, Head of the ICRC mission in the Yemen,
accompanied by some of his colleagues, including one doctor, in
the Nehm tribal area in the Royalist zone East of Sanaa. This
expedition was hazardous and full of incident; however, it achieved
appreciable results.
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Following on an agreement concluded between the two parties,
the representatives of the ICRC were able to cross the firing line
and reach a very precipitous region in which a group of Egyptian
prisoners were detained. They took with them one ton of food,
transported with difficulty on donkeys, to the cave sheltering the
captives. Having been completely cut off from the outside world
for many months and having shared the destitution of the local
population, itself sorely tried by the war, they greeted the delegates
with touching gratitude. The doctor-delegate gave them treatment
of which they were in urgent need.

Before returning to Sanaa, Mr. Rochat and his companions
obtained permission to take a seriously sick prisoner with them.
In exchange, they undertook to have the release made of a member
of the Nehm tribe held by the Republicans.

On their return to the Yemenite capital, the representatives of
the ICRC concluded an agreement whereby the Egyptian prisoners
would be supplied each month. The Republican authorities also
agreed to authorize the release from Sanaa citadel of the detainee
asked for by the Nehm tribe. He duly accompanied Mr. Rochat on
his return to the highlands with further relief supplies for the
thirty prisoners concerned.

During this second journey into the eastern mountain area,
Mr. Rochat made representations with a view to having the
Egyptian prisoners regrouped in some more accessible location.
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