
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

The United Nations General Assembly adopted on 19 November
1977, at its thirty-second session, a resolution concerning international
humanitarian law and the Protocols elaborated by the Diplomatic
Conference which ended its work in June 1977 at Geneva. The resolution
runs as follows:

RESOLUTION A/C.6/32/L.6

Respect for human rights in armed conflicts

The General Assembly,
Mindful of the necessity to eliminate the scourge of war which has

brought untold sorrow to mankind,

Recalling the fundamental principle of international law set out in
Article 2 (4) of the Charter of the United Nations that all Members shall
refrain from the threat or use of force in their international relations,

Reaffirming the need to secure the full observance of human rights in
armed conflicts pending the earliest possible termination of such conflicts,

Convinced of the continuing value of established humanitarian rules
relating to armed conflicts, in particular the Hague Conventions of 1899
and 1907, the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949,

Noting the report of the Secretary-General on the fourth session of
the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law applicable in armed conflicts, held at
Geneva from 17 March to 10 June 1976.

1. Welcomes the successful conclusion of the Diplomatic Conference
which has resulted in two Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions
of 1949, relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed
Conflicts (Protocol I) and Non-international Armed Conflicts (Protocol II),
adopted by the Diplomatic Conference on 8 June 1977;
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MISCELLANEOUS

2. Notes the recommendation, approved by the Diplomatic Con-
ference, that a special conference be called on the issue of prohibition or
restriction of use for humanitarian reasons of specific conventional weapons;

3. Expresses appreciation to the Swiss Federal Council for hosting
the four sessions of the Diplomatic Conference, and to the International
Committee of the Red Cross for preparing the basis for discussion and for
its constant assistance to the Conference;

4. Urges States to consider without delay the matter of signing and
ratifying or acceding to the two Protocols Additional to the Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949, which will be opened for signature on 12 December 1977
in Berne;

5. Appeals to States, which have not done so, to become parties to
the Geneva Conventions of 1949;

6. Calls upon all parties to armed conflicts to acknowledge and to
comply with their obligations under the existing instruments of inter-
national humanitarian law and to observe the international humanitarian
rules which are applicable, in particular the Hague Conventions of 1899
and 1907, the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949;

7. Calls upon all States to take effective steps for the dissemination
of humanitarian rules applicable in armed conflicts;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly
at its thirty-fourth session a report concerning the state of signatures and
ratification of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949,
and decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-fourth session
the item entitled "Report of the Secretary-General on the state of Signatures
and Ratifications of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions
of 1949 concerning the Respect for Human Rights in Armed Conflicts".
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