
A GLANCE THROUGH THE REVIEWS

Towards Malaria Eradication, by Dr. M. G. Candau, World Health
Organization, Geneva, 1962.

Last year marked a turning point in the global malaria eradication
effort from several points of view.

1. Operational emphasis has shifted in the eradication programmes
that were started soon after the historic resolution taken in Mexico City
by the World Health Assembly in 1955 : Many of the mammoth deploy-
ments of field spraying forces directed against the malaria-transmitting
mosquito are now subsiding and the battle is being transferred to quiet
laboratories where thousands of trained eyes look for the remaining
reservoirs of the disease, whereupon a detective-like operation is under-
taken to discover the origin and cause of the positive cases. In advanced
programmes, the finding of a single positive blood slide sets off a chain
reaction of epidemiological enquiries and control measures, just as if
malaria were a pestilential disease like plague or smallpox.

2. Consciousness of the need for sound programme planning has
increased. Malaria eradication calls for exceptional skill, adequate
knowledge of the problems involved, and the application of sound
management principles. New plans of operation are now being worked
out in line with these essential criteria and old plans are being revised
to bring them into line with WHO's policies.

3. A new approach has been developed to malaria eradication in the
newly-independent countries : pre-eradication programmes are put into
operation with the object of helping governments to gradually build
up (a) the necessary operational services and facilities for an eradication
campaign, and (b) an adequate supporting rural health infrastructure.
This approach is now fully recognized and a series of pre-eradication
programmes are gradually bringing the whole of Africa into the global
endeavour for eradication.

A rapid assessment already demonstrates the tangible dividends of
the global campaign. A population of 24 millions living mostly in tropical
and sub-tropical areas has moved from the attack into the consolidation
phase during 1961, and over 100 million people are expected to cross this
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line during the current year. An official register of eradicated areas was
,' established. The first certification inscribed related to a large part of
; Venezuela and took place after the area had been inspected and all the

technical requirements fulfilled. Three other countries have requested
1 the visit of a certification team.
; Regional malaria conferences have given the opportunity for dele-

gates of countries sitting around the conference table to request and
• accept the close and at times severe scrutiny and comments by their

colleagues from neighbouring countries which has led to the improvement
;. of eradication operations. Border meetings of technical authorities

convened in different parts of the world draw up plans for co-ordinated
; activities, exchange of information and reciprocal protection, even
' though some of the countries participating do not have official diplomatic
!" relations with each other. Along the parallels, from Mexico to the Phi-
; lippines, and along the meridians, from the USA to Argentina or from

the USSR to South Africa, malariologists are unifying their technical
language and uniting their efforts making the malaria eradication pro-
gramme a real world-wide co-ordinated endeavour.

What the Nurse thinks of the Doctor, by Mile Jane Martin, Super- [
intendent of Nurses and Social Workers of the French Red Cross, World 'f
Medical Journal, New York, Vol. VIII, No. 5. \

}•-

When she rises above her personal and daily problems, the nurse can S8

only express admiration and respect for those who in 20 years have >
completely revised medicine and made it truly effective. 1

She knows that this amazing progress is due to intelligence and
intuition which are the attributes of a select few. To have witnessed the
pertinacity of the accomplishments of doctors, and their faith in the goal
pursued, she knows that their victories are the result of a whole lifetime
of work, self-denial and struggle.

It is no exaggeration to say that the nurses have witnessed true
miracles in these past years :

— the increasing, ceaseless possibilities of investigation which have given
diagnosis certainty and preciseness;

— the laboratory research which ensures almost constant surveillance
of changes in homeostasis during illness ;

— therapeutics which has become almost all-powerful as shown by the
massive decrease in mortality and the increase in longevity.
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