
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

INSTRUCTION IN THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS IN THE
GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC

The ICRC has recently received various documents whose
purpose it is to familiarize members of the German armed forces
with the main provisions of the Geneva Conventions.

In a monthly review for all members of the armed forces, a
series of drawings are published regularly, generally depicting
scenes of battle. Its readers are invited to take part in a competition
in which they have to point out actions in the drawings which are
contrary to international law. Prizes are awarded for the best
answers.

In another monthly periodical, this time for officers, there
appear accounts relating to situations in which troops in the field
might find themselves. Cases are presented and readers are asked
to state either the decisions which should be made, in accordance
with international law, or the mistakes made in the problem itself.
Here again prizes are allotted for merit.

Finally, for instructors and officers, a number of practical
examples have been assembled in a folder with an automatic cover
in two parts : one containing a series of likely situations and the
other the solutions to the problems raised under various headings.
These include : wounded, sick and shipwrecked, prisoners of war,
civilians, conduct of war, aerial warfare, war at sea and neutrality.

More than 80 examples are given together with their solutions.
Some of them are complicated and difficult to solve, and those who
have to give instruction in the Geneva Conventions find many
cases in the folder by way of illustration. They can thus teach
their pupils the practical usefulness of these Conventions and the
general advantages to be derived therefrom in a most graphic
manner.
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MISCELLANEOUS

The German Red Cross has, for its part, produced a handbook
entitled Hilfsbuch filr den Unterricht iiber die Genfer Rotkreuz
Abkommen.1 This work also partly consists of several examples,
but these are based on actual experience drawn from official
accounts. either in the International Committee's publications or
in the German State archives. Illustration is made with examples
in five different chapters of the historical background of the Geneva
Conventions, the red cross emblem as the protective sign, the
status of prisoners of war, the doctor in the Geneva Conventions
and penalties in the Fourth Convention.

The grouping of information on the same subject in the five
conferences is facilitated by a glossary and several illustrations
enhance this work which is admirably presented and of obvious
practical usefulness.

i ' Deutsches Rotes Kreuz, Bonn, 1962.
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