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A mission by the ICRC President

The President of the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Mr. Alexandre Hay, accompanied by Mr. Serge Nessi, ICRC delegate
general for Latin America, went on a mission from 1 to 12 December,
visiting Argentina, Uruguay and Chile.

Argentina

In Buenos Aires he conferred with the President of the Republic,
General Jorge Videla, the other two members of the Military Junta,
Admiral Emilio Massera and Brigadier General Orlando Ramon
Agosti, and with the Minister of the Interior, General Albano Harguin-
deguy, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Admiral Cesar Guzzetti, and the
Minister of Justice, Brigadier General Julio Arnaldo Gomez.

Mr. Hay was assured that the ICRC could from now on organize a
programme of protection and assistance for persons deprived of their
freedom. The usual facilities, such as interviewing detainees without
witnesses, would be granted by the Argentine authorities.

Uruguay

In Montevideo, the President of the Republic, Mr. Aparicio Mendez,
at a meeting attended by members of the Junta of Commanders in Chief
of the Armed Forces and by the Chief of the Joint Military Staff, told
Mr. Hay that he did not wish the ICRC to continue its activities in
Uruguay for the moment, for reasons of a juridical nature. After his
audience with the President of the Republic, Mr. Hay met the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Juan Carlos Blanco, who said he wished to main-
tain contact with the ICRC.
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Chile

In Santiago, the ICRC President was received by the President of
the Republic, General Augusto Pinochet, accompanied by the Minister
of the Interior, General Raul Benavides. He met also the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Admiral Patricio Carvajal and the Minister of Justice,
Dr. Miguel Schweitzer.

Mr. Hay expressed the ICRC's appreciation for the facilities which
had been granted its delegates since September 1973. He reviewed the
work carried out by the the ICRC delegation in Chile and explained the
objectives for the coming year.

*

In each of these three countries, the ICRC President also met senior
officials of the National Red Cross Societies. At Buenos Aires, wide-
ranging exchanges of views were made at sessions with the Central
Committee of the Argentine Red Cross and its Steering Committee.
Mr. Natalio Salvatori, President of the Argentine Red Cross, was pre-
sent, too, at the talks which Mr. Hay had with the government authorities.
At Montevideo, the ICRC President addressed an extraordinary meeting
of the Uruguayan Red Cross Central Committee. At Santiago, discus-
sions were held at the level of the Executive Council of the Chilean Red
Cross, whose President, Dr. Agustin Inostrosa, attended also the
meetings between Mr. Hay and the government authorities. On his way
back, the ICRC President broke his journey for a short stay in Brazil
wehre he met at Rio de Janeiro the President of the Brazilian Red Cross,
Mr. Tom Sloper.

Latin America
Chile

In November, the ICRC delegation visited 26 places of detention
holding 492 detainees.

The value of ICRC assistance supplied to detainees during that month
amounted to more than 19,000 dollars. Assistance to detainees' families
was valued at about 90,000 dollars. Of the detainees' families receiving
assistance from the ICRC, 464 were in Santiago and 980 in the provinces.

On 16 November the Chilean Government announced its intention
to release almost all persons detained on account of the state of siege.
The number of persons released by the middle of November was 304.
From now on, the delegation will concentrate its efforts on providing
aid to the 600 persons sentenced or on trial and held in civilian prisons
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under the authority of the Ministry of Justice. The authorities recently
renewed their authorization permitting visits by ICRC delegates.

*

Replying to a document circulated by the Chilean delegation to the
members of the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly in New
York on 27 October, the ICRC representative Mr. Dominique Micheli,
had the following text, dated 10 November 1976, distributed:x

The International Committee of the Red Cross has taken note of
document A/31/253 prepared by the Ad Hoc Working Group on the
Situation of Human Rights in Chile, and the comments submitted by the
Chilean Government, which are contained in document A/C.3/31/6.

The ICRC considers it important to note that since September 1973
its delegation in Chile has enjoyed ample facilities for visiting persons
arrested in connexion with the events —facilities which, in fact, are rarely
provided by other countries in similar situations.

Furthermore, a large-scale programme of assistance to the detained
persons and their families was established immediately without difficulty.
Thus, between 1 January and 31 October 1976 ICRC delegates paid 188
visits to 80 places of detention, three of which were for persons detained
on account of the state of siege, while the others were civilian prisons
housing persons indicted or convicted by military courts. During the first
half of this year, assistance in the form of food, blankets, clothing and
medicines worth over %US 160,000 was distributed.

The ICRC feels, however, that a clarification is called for concerning
the Chilean Government's comments regarding paragraph 314 of docu-
ment A/31/253. While the ICRC delegation in fact sent a special note to
the Chilean authorities on only one occasion in 1976, reporting ill-treatment
noted by medical delegates, it should be pointed out that several other
cases of this kind were mentioned in reports on visits submitted confiden-
tially, in accordance with the customary practice, only to the competent
authorities.

Furthermore, if, as indicated in the comments by the Chilean Govern-
ment (document A/C.3/31/6) the ICRC was able to have unrestricted
access to all the prisoners, except during a six-week interval in the spring
of 1974, this applied to all the prisoners whose status had nothing to do
with security problems. Ii was not until April 1975 that facilities for places
of detention run by security agencies were granted subject, up to October
1976, to certain restrictions regarding the frequency of visits and the
granting of private interviews with prisoners.

1 Traduction U.N.
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NASSAU: ICRC delegates with the President (right) and Director General of the
Bahamas Red Cross Society in front of the National Society headquartgrs.

LEBANON: The " Kalliopi " on charter to the ICRC to convey relief supplies to
Lebanon.
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Indian Red Cross distribution of relief supplies received from ICRC.
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Pern

On 24 November, continuing his visits to places of detention,
Mr. Leonard Isler, ICRC delegate, went to the Centro de Readaptacion

| f social at Ayacucho.

Middle East

Lebanon

Prisoners. — Between 13 and 25 November, the ICRC delegation in
Lebanon visited all prisoners known to be in the hands of various
parties. However, it had not been able to visit any prisoners who may
be held by the Syrian forces. In the following days, it arranged the simul-
taneous release of the 34 prisoners whom it had visited and it intensified
its investigation with the parties to ensure that all prisoners had indeed
been released.

Medical assistance. — Since mid-November, when fighting stopped,
the ICRC hospital in Beirut has received no further patients. The
situation continued improving and the hospital was closed on 10 Decem-
ber. It will however be maintained until February 1977 so that it may
be brought back into service if necessary.

The statistics of hospital activity for the weeks 15-21 November
(first column) and 22-28 November (second column) were or follows:

Outpatients 636 421
Surgical operations 127 71
Patient-nights 208 127

For the period from 13 September to 16 November, statistics were:

Outpatients 5,629
Major operations 179
Minor operations 906
Patient-nights 2,211

On 28 November the ICRC delegates in Beirut accompanied eight
war-disabled patients to Damascus airport from where they were flown
to Hungary for treatment.
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Relief supplies. — Between the start of its operations in Lebanon in
the autumn of 1975 and 26 November 1976, the ICRC sent to Lebanon
more than 4,200 tons of relief supplies to a value of some 18.5 million
Swiss francs. Of this quantity, 1,740 tons (value 6 million Swiss francs)
have been sent since 26 September.

The ship « Kalliopi », on charter to the ICRC, continued its shuttle
service taking relief supplies from Cyprus, where the ICRC has ware-
houses, to Lebanese ports.

On 16 November, important discussions took place at ICRC head-
quarters in Geneva between Lebanese officials and the ICRC. The
Lebanese Government desired to know how and to what extent it could
still count on co-operation from the ICRC.

The ICRC declared its willingness to prolong its emergency assistance
and to continue co-operating with the government authorities until the
specialized United Nations agencies or other organizations were ready
to operate. In addition, the ICRC would help the National Red Cross
Society to discharge such tasks as were entrusted to it by the authorities.

In practice, this meant that in December the ICRC continued pro-
viding provincial dispensaries with medicaments and medical material.
On the other hand, it was not necessary to continue similar help for
private hospitals in Beirut. The ICRC set itself the task of bringing back
into service a rehabilitation centre, providing it in particular with the
equipment for its artificial limb workshop.

At the beginning of December, the WHO decided to send some of its
experts to Lebanon. The ICRC will make available to the WHO the
reports and medical files prepared by ICRC delegates, so that the WHO
experts may benefit from the experience accumulated by the ICRC over
the last few months.

Central Tracing Agency. — From the beginning of the conflict until
the end of November 1976, 11,000 family messages were forwarded
and 3,200 replies given to requests for the tracing of missing persons.

Israel and the occupied territories

The ICRC delegates in Israel, in November and December, conducted
their 36th series of visits to Arab civilian detainees in prisons in Israel
and occupied territories. They visited thirteen places of detention where
they saw more than 3,000 detainees.

On 18 November, they repatriated two Lebanese nationals who had
been in administrative detention in Israel since March 1976.
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On 17 and 29 November, under ICRC auspices, two transit opera-
tions enabled 635 persons to cross the UN buffer zone separating the
Western part of the Arab Republic of Egypt from the occupied territo-
ries of Sinai and Gaza: 163 pilgrims to Mecca went from El Arish to
Cairo on the first stage of their journey; 288 visitors and 15 students
went to the Valley of the Nile. In the opposite direction, 147 visitors and
22 students left the Nile Valley for the occupied territories.

Africa

Morocco

From 6 to 10 December, Mr. P.-Gaillard, adviser to the ICRC,
carried out a mission to Morocco; he visited on 8 December 99 Algerian
soldiers who had been taken prisoner.

He also had discussions with the leaders of the Moroccan Red
Crescent about various subjects, particularly the dissemination of know-
ledge of the Geneva Conventions in Morocco among the armed forces
and in schools.

Ethiopia

On 9 November in Addis Ababa, the ICRC regional delegate for
East Africa, Mr. J.-F. Borel, had talks with the chairman of the special
commission for Eritrea, recently set up by the Dergue, on the possibility
of the ICRC resuming its activities in Eritrea for the benefit of conflict
victims in that province. Further discussions will subsequently be held.

Eritrea

In 1976, until the end of November, the ICRC sent to Eritrea,
through the "Eritrean Red Cross and Red Crescent Society" (ERCES) and
the Eritrean Relief Association (ERA), for the victims of the events:
10 tons of powdered milk, 50 tons of flour, 200 tons of enriched flour
(Swedish emergency food), nearly 4 tons of clothing and about 1.5 tons
of medical and surgical supplies.

This relief material was provided by various donors, particularly the
Red Cross Societies of Sweden, Finland, Norway, Belgium, Denmark,
Netherlands and the Federal Republic of Germany, and by the Swiss
Government, and the World Council of Churches.
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Rhodesia

In a series of visits which were concluded on 25 November, three
ICRC delegates, Mr. N. de Rougemont, Mr. H. Schmid de Griineck
and Dr. A. Vischer, visited seven places of detention in which there
were 793 persons detained under the Emergency Regulations.

South Africa

From 7 to 13 December, Mr. F. Schmidt, ICRC delegate general for
Africa, Mr. D. Dufour and Mr. P. Zuger, delegates, and Dr. A. Vischer,
doctor-delegate, carried out a series of visits to persons detained under
section 10 of the Internal Security Amendment Act. They saw 125 per-
sons in six places of detention.

This mission was undertaken following talks which the delegate
general had in Pretoria with the Minister of Justice who authorized
access to this category of detainee for the first time. The ICRC also
requested permission to visit persons detained under the Terrorism Act
or under any other security regulations in South Africa; authorization
has not yet been granted.

In addition, the ICRC delegates had talks with the Minister of Defence
and with the South African Red Cross about eight South African pri-
soners of war in Angola and three Cuban prisoners of war in South
Africa. On 24 November, Mr. N. de Rougemont, Mr. H. Schmid de
Gruneck and Dr. A. Vischer again visited the three Cuban prisoners in
Pretoria. They delivered messages from the prisoners' families and
collected letters for transmission to the families.
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