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ICRC President visits USSR

At the invitation of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies of the USSR, the President of the ICRC left Geneva on
22 June 1970 to go for a week to the Soviet Union. He was accom-
panied by Mr. Melchior Borsinger, ICRC Delegate General for
Europe.

On 23 June they were received at the headquarters of the
Alliance where they met Professor Fiodor Zakharov and Dr.
Zoia Maiorova, Vice-Presidents of the Executive.1 On the same
day the President visited the Alliance's medical school and the
Moscow University.

Accompanied by Dr. Zoia Maiorova and Mrs. Lilia Tcher-
kasskaya, director of the Alliance's International Relations, the
ICRC delegation was in Leningrad on 24 and 25 June where it was
welcomed by Dr. Tatiana Grakova, President of the Leningrad
district Red Cross Committee and Member of the Presidium of the
Alliance. It was also received by Mr. F. Kokourov, Assistant Mayor
of Leningrad, and by Dr. S. Burenkov, Director of the town's
public health service. The delegation of the International Committee
also visited the holiday camp for young " Molodeznoe " pioneers
where it had the opportunity to see some activities of the Junior
Red Cross.

Riga, the capital of Latvia, was the next town visited, on 26 to
28 June. The President and Mr. Borsinger there met Dr. Tamara
Bush, President of the Latvia SSR Red Cross and Member of the
Alliance Presidium.
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Mr. N. Podgorny, President of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
of the USSR (right) welcomes Mr. M.A. Naville, President of
the ICRC.

The President of the ICRC is welcomed by Professor F. Zakharov
(centre) and Dr. Z. Maiorova (right), vice-presidents of the Alliance

of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR, at the
Executive Committee headquarters of the National Society.



The Director General of the Nicaraguan Red Cross,
Mr. R. Bermudez (left), hands over two first-aid kits, a gift from

the ICRC, to the President of the Leon local branch.

Indonesia — An ICRC delegate, Mr. Laverriere, presents pupils
of a Bandung primary school with copies of the textbook
" The Red Cross and My Country ".
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At the governmental level, they had a long audience with Mr.
V. Kruminj, first Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Latvia SSR, and with Professor
V. Kanep, the Latvian Minister of Public Health. They also met
Dr. G. Orlean and Mr. L. Grundulis, Vice-Ministers of Public
Health and of Education respectively.

Whilst in Latvia, the ICRC delegation visited the spa of Kemeri
and the monument to the memory of the Salaspils concentration
camp victims, south of Riga.

On 29 June, the President of the International Committee
and the Delegate General were received in audience by Mr. Nikolai
Podgorny, President of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR.1

In the course of their stay in the Soviet Union, they and the
leaders of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
of the USSR had fruitful discussions bearing in particular on the
extension of contacts and co-operation, as well as on joint action
for the benefit of war victims and for the development of inter-
national humanitarian law.

Greece

In June, the ICRC continued the mission it started on 24
November 1969, consistent with the agreement it reached with
the Greek Government. Its delegates successively visited Kalami
prison in Crete and that of Chalkis in Euboea (gendarmerie, on
2 and 3 June), the Aghios Pavlos and Aghios Savas Hospitals
and the Athens General Hospital (Athens police, on 4 and 5 June),
the Bouboulinas Street police commissariat in Athens (Athens
police, on 9 June), the Korydallos prison, the women's and men's
sections of the Averoff prison and the Corfu prison (Athens police,
on 10, 11, 12, 24 and 26 June). The delegates also visited persons
under house arrest at Samothrace, Cythera and Aghios Nikolaos
Kinourias (gendarmerie, on 16, 22 and 23 June). In all these
places of detention, the ICRC delegates were able to move about
freely and to talk without witnesses with detainees of their own
choosing.
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Middle East

Israel and the occupied territories

Visits to prisoners of war. — On 17 June, ICRC delegates in
Israel visited the prison of the Sarafand military camp and saw
69 United Arab Republic prisoners of war and a Syrian prisoner
captured on 27 May 1970. The latter was visited a second time
on 30 June, together with 10 Lebanese prisoners of war who had
been interned in the same prison. In addition, representatives
of the ICRC visited one of 38 Syrian soldiers made prisoner on
26 June by Israeli armed forces during the fighting on the Golan
Heights in occupied territory. He had received very severe wounds,
and was being treated in a hospital.

The ICRC immediately communicated to the Damascus autho-
rities the list of prisoners which had been transmitted by the
Israeli authorities to the ICRC delegation at Tel-Aviv.

Repatriation of civilians. — On 15 June, ICRC delegates in
Israel and the occupied territories carried out at the Allenby
Bridge the repatriation of two Jordanian civilians who had been
captured in Jordan by Israeli troops on the night of 13 to 14 June
1970. A further repatriation operation on 18 June permitted two
other Jordanian nationals to return to their country.

Visit to Syrian prisoners of war. — On 9 July 1970, the ICRC
delegates in Israel visited 38 Syrian prisoners of war, captured
by Israeli armed forces on 29 May last. Capture cards were filled
in by the detainees and handed to the ICRC delegates who saw
to it that they were delivered to the families concerned.

United Arab Republic

Visits to prisoners of war. — On 24 June and 9 July the ICRC
delegate visited four Israeli prisoners of war and on 7 July another
who had been captured on 29 May and was in a Cairo hospital
for treatment of his wounds.

Repatriation of the dead. — On 29 June 1970, at Ismailia,
on the Suez Canal, the bodies of eight soldiers of the United Arab
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Republic, killed in recent fighting, were repatriated, under the
auspices of the ICRC. ;

Lebanon •

ICRC mission. — Following numerous incidents on the Southern \
Lebanon border, the ICRC sent to that area a socio-medical team j;
to bring, in collaboration with the Lebanese Red Cross, assistance \
to victims. The team, which consists of a delegate, Mr. J.-P. Kern, i
a doctor-delegate, Dr. J.-E. Ryser, and a male nurse, Mr. H. Kilch-
enmann, left Geneva on 14 July.

Its mission is, on the one hand, to tend those wounded in military
operations and to evacuate them to the rear, and, on the other hand,
to ensure medical and social aid to civilians in isolated villages
who are cut off from all relief of this kind.

Repatriation of fishermen. — On 3 July, ICRC delegates in :
Israel and Lebanon carried out at Roshanikra the repatriation f
of four Lebanese fishermen whose boat had drifted into Israeli
territorial waters. :.

Syria

An operation for reuniting families, organized on 22 June by the
ICRC, made it possible for 11 persons from Syria to rejoin their
relatives in occupied territory on the Golan Heights.

The Yemen Arab Republic

The ICRC artificial limb workshop in Sana'a was opened at the
beginning of June. It has now been extended by a physiotherapy ;
room with equipment for the re-education of amputees. At present
42 amputees registered at the centre are being trained in groups
preparatory to their being equipped with artificial limbs. \

Saudi Arabia

On 23 June 1970, a delegate of the ICRC again visited, at the j
military camp at Riyadh where they are held, the 24 Southern :

Yemeni prisoners of war, who had been captured in November
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1969 by Saudi Arabian armed forces, at the time of the Wadihia
fighting.

People's Republic of Southern Yemen

ICRC delegates once more visited on 6 June 1970 the 37 Saudi
prisoners of war captured by Southern Yemeni armed forces at
the time of the Wahidia fighting. In addition, from 2 to 11 June
1970, they visited at the Mansoura prison about 200 detainees,
imprisoned for political reasons or political offences.

Republic of Vietnam

From 1 December 1969 to 31 May 1970, ICRC delegates paid
77 visits to 70 places of detention, namely: 23 collecting points
operated by the armed forces of Korea, Thailand, Australia and
America; 14 interrogation centres; 19 re-education centres; 6 pri-
soner-of-war camps maintained by the armed forces of Vietnam;
and 8 American and Vietnamese military and civilian hospitals.
Then, during the last fortnight of June 1970 they visited the
re-education centres of Vinh Long and Tan Hiep (Bien Hoa), the
national prisons of Thu-Duc and Saigon (Chi Hoa), the Qui-Nonh
prisoner-of-war camp, and the Hu6 interrogation centre of the
Vietnamese armed forces.

They enquired into detention conditions at all places. As
usual their reports are conveyed to the detaining authorities.

Cambodia

Despatch ofrelief— In July 1970, the ICRC sent the Cambodian
Red Cross nearly 4% tons of medical supplies including anaesthetics,
antibiotics, analgesics, blood substitutes and dressing material, sup-
plementing local purchases, and valued at 55,000 Swiss francs.
This ICRC contribution was in addition to its emergency allocation,
immediately after the outbreak of hostilities, of 200,000 Swiss
francs for local purchases.

Visits to refugee camps. — On 24 June 1970 the ICRC and
League delegates, accompanied by the Secretary-General of the
Cambodian Red Cross, visited two centres for Vietnam refugees
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at Phnom Penh, where there were respectively 2,000 and 3,000
people. They also went to two centres for Cambodians who had
been evacuated from the Rattanakiri province. On 6 July they
attended to newly arriving refugees at Phnom Penh from the
region of Rattanakiri. Some 4,000 were taken to these centres
and were assisted jointly by the ICRC and the League.

Brazil

The International Red Cross medical team—which Dr. B.
Aakerren left at Manaus to return to Europe—is still working
among the Indian tribes of the Amazon. It started the second half
of its mission at the beginning of July, taking blood samples and
administering medicaments at each stage.

From the small town of Benjamin Constant near the Brazil-Peru
border, the doctors went to Tabatinga and the island of Aramaca.
They then visited Marubos tribes in the region of Cruzeiros do Sul,
some 250 miles south-east of Aramaca.

On 8 July they returned to Manaus, the capital of the State of
Amazonas, before proceeding towards Boa Vista, the capital of
Roraima State on the Venezuelan frontier. In that region they met,
from 10 to 20 July, several Makuxis and Waikas tribes.

IN GENEVA

New Accession to the Geneva Conventions

The International Committee of the Red Cross was informed
by the Swiss Departement politique federal of the accession to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 by the Yemen Arab Republic. Noti-
fication thereof was received in Berne on 16 July 1970, the number
of States bound by these Conventions thereby being increased
to 126.
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