
all age-groups and to participate, in agreement with their govern-
ment, in the development of their own country.

* * *

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
BY THE

XXIInd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF THE RED CROSS

Activities of the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC)

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

having noted the work which the ICRC has been carrying out
> on behalf of the victims of conflicts which, unhappily, have continued
f or which have broken out since the XXIst International Conference
,; of the Red Cross,

•i noting, however, with concern, that this work encounters all
|: too often insurmountable obstacles resulting in particular from a
I restrictive interpretation by certain belligerents of the humanitarian
^ obligations incumbent on them under the terms of the Geneva
|. Conventions,

| recalling, in this connection, that these Conventions to provide
Inessential protection for the human person constitute solemn
^ commitments vis-a-vis the whole international community, and that
(the application of the provisions contained therein cannot therefore
Jbe subject to reciprocity or to political or military considerations,

considering it essential that Red Cross relief action, carried out
the ICRC in co-operation with National Societies and their
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Federation, the League of Red Cross Societies, should be speedily
available to the victims of every kind of armed conflict in order
effectively to relieve human suffering and ensure respect for the
human person in all circumstances, which are the fundamental
aims of the Red Cross,

requests the ICRC, acting in the name of the community of
nations and the whole Red Cross movement, to persevere in its
efforts to continue to provide essential humanitarian assistance
to victims of conflicts,

invites the authorities concerned to permit in all circumstances
the accomplishment of the work of the ICRC without subjecting
it to conditions or demands which are alien to the spirit and the
letter of the Geneva Conventions, of which the provisions are binding
on all and are not conditional upon reciprocity.

II

Financing of the ICRC

1

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

having taken note of the report submitted by the Commission for
the Financing of the ICRC,

recalling the very important task which is being performed by
the ICRC and which, in view of the international situation, is
constantly increasing,

requests all National Red Cross Societies to support the per-
manent activities of the ICRC through regular contributions,

urges all Governments signatories of the Geneva Conventions
to support more systematically and substantially the regular
financing of the ICRC,

decides to increase the number of members of the Commission
for the Financing of the ICRC from 7 to 9,
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appoints the National Societies of the following countries as
members of the Commission: Czechoslovakia, France, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Poland and Senegal, who have accepted the renewal of
their mandate, and names those of Colombia, Federal Republic of
Germany and Japan as new members of the Commission,

elects Mr. Rahimtoola of the Pakistan Red Cross Society as
the new Chairman of the Commission for the Financing of the
ICRC,

thanks the Commission for the work it has done and expresses
its gratitude to Mr. van Emben, who has assumed the task of
Chairman for many years.

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

appoints Mr. Henrik Beer and Mr. Bengt Bergman represen-
tatives of the International Conference on the Council of the Foun-
dation for the ICRC.

Ill

Application of the Fourth Geneva Convention
in the Middle East

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

having considered the Report of the ICRC on its Activities
from 1969 to 1972, the provisional Report on its Activities from
1 January to 30 June 1973, and its Annual Report for 1972,

deeply concerned about the immense sufferings of the civilian
population of the occupied territories in the Middle East, resulting
from the non-application of the Fourth Geneva Convention of
August 12,1949 relative to the protection of civilians in time of war,

conscious of the fact that the Parties to the Geneva Conventions
have undertaken, not only to respect, but also to ensure respect for
the Conventions in all circumstances,
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recalling Resolution No. X of the XXIst International Con-
ference of the Red Cross on the implementation of the Fourth
Geneva Convention and the action taken by the ICRC in pursuance
of that Resolution,

expresses once more its deep concern for the situation of the
civilian population of the occupied territories in the Middle East,

affirms the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to
the territories occupied as a result of the June 1967 conflict,

calls upon the Parties concerned to acknowledge and to comply
with their obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention,

requests the authorities concerned to fulfil their humanitarian
obligations in facilitating the return of people to their homes and
their reintegration into their communities,

expresses, its thanks to the ICRC and its delegates to the Middle
East for their continuous efforts in that region.

IV

Application of the other Geneva Conventions
in the Middle East

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,
having already approved a resolution calling for the total

application by the Parties to the Middle East conflict of the Fourth
Geneva Convention,

calls with equal urgency for the total application by the same
Parties of all the other Geneva Conventions, and in particular of
those provisions which relate to the treatment of prisoners of war,
the sick and wounded and civilian victims of the conflict.

V

The Missing and Dead in Armed Conflicts

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,
recognizing that one of the tragic consequences of armed
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conflicts is a lack of information on persons missing, killed or
deceased in captivity,

complying with the humanitarian traditions of the Red Cross,
and with the spirit of the Geneva Conventions of 1949,

calls on Parties to armed conflicts, during hostilities and after
cessation of hostilities, to help locate and care for the graves of the
dead, to facilitate the disinterment and return of remains, and to
provide information about those who are missing in action,

further calls on Parties to armed conflicts to co-operate with
Protecting Powers, with the ICRC and its Central Tracing Agency,
and with such other appropriate bodies as may be established for
this purpose, and in particular National Red Cross Societies, to
accomplish the humanitarian mission of accounting for the dead
and missing, including those belonging to third countries not
Parties to the armed conflict.

VI

Review of Statutes of National Societies

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

considering that National Societies are recognized by the ICRC
and admitted to the League after verification that their Statutes
fulfil the conditions for recognition and admission, as laid down
by international meetings of the Red Cross,

considering that National Societies shall always comply with
the basic principles of the Red Cross movement in order to retain
valid membership of the International Red Cross,

considering further that if the Statutes of a National Society
cease to be in conformity with the conditions for recognition and
admission, that Society would lay itself open to question,

decides that any Society wishing to change its Statutes on points
relating to the conditions for recognition and admission will submit
such changes to the ICRC and the League, and will take their
recommendations into account.
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VII

Co-operation with UNDRO

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

following with interest the activities of the Office of the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) established
following Resolution No. 2816 (XXVI) of the General Assembly
of the United Nations for the purpose of mobilizing, directing and
co-ordinating relief assistance in cases of disaster,

recognizing the role of Governmental and non-governmental
agencies and in particular of the League of Red Cross Societies
and the ICRC in disaster relief and disaster relief preparedness,

aware of the active involvement of the UNDRO in the prepara-
tion and co-ordination of these activities,

recalling Resolution No. XXV adopted by the XXIst Interna-
tional Conference of the Red Cross held in Istanbul in 1969,

noting with satisfaction the good co-operation already existing
between the UNDRO and notably the League of Red Cross
Societies,

requests the League of Red Cross Societies, the ICRC and
National Societies to maintain and further strengthen their associa-
tion with the UNDRO with a view to effecting closer co-operation
and co-ordination in this field.

VIII

Relief Actions

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

noting the report from the Conference Workshop on the aims
and methods of relief operations in armed conflicts, held in Norway
in August 1973,
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referring to Resolution No. XXVI entitled " Declaration of
principles for international humanitarian relief to the civilian
population in disaster situations " approved at the XXIst Inter-
national Conference of the Red Cross in Istanbul in 1969,

mindful of the need to improve relief operations in cases of
catastrophe, whether natural or man-made,

stressing the need to extend advance preparations for this
purpose,

emphasizing that the primary responsibility rests with the
national and local authorities of the stricken country or territory,

emphasizing also the responsibility of the international com-
munity to be prepared for assistance when this is called for by such
national and local authorities,

recommends:

1. at the national and local levels that preparations for relief
be made through national and local emergency plans, that
arrangements be made for the establishment of revolving
stocks and the planning for the mobilization of supplies,
that national and local personnel be trained to take part in
relief operations, that preparations be made in the fields
of medicine and of food and nutrition, including the collec-
tion of advance information on the public health situation
and on food and dietary habits;

2. at the international level that an appropriate disaster relief
plan be drawn up, that international centres for education
and training of selected relief personnel be set up, that
UNDRO and the International Red Cross, co-operating
with other international agencies, should be the focal point
in the main co-ordination of relief, including in particular
the advance collection of information generally,

requests the ICRC and the League to follow up the above
recommendations.
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IX

Promotion of the Red Cross Image throughout
the World

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

considering that the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion
and Sun movement is, through its principles and action, entirely
at the service of suffering and needy humanity,

believing that the aims of the Red Cross movement can be
achieved only with the active support of individuals and peoples,

considering that humanity's needs, both in time of peace and
in time of war, require the mobilization on a permanent basis not
only of Red Cross forces and resources but also those of the whole
community,

considering further that better knowledge of Red Cross prin-
ciples and action will promote its development and ability to serve,
and that public acceptance of such principles and action has a
decisive influence on the movement's future,

observing the constantly increasing importance of the mass
media in this connection as a means of reaching and educating
the public,

notes with satisfaction the increasingly close co-operation
between the ICRC, the League and National Societies in the
promotion of a Red Cross public image which, whilst reflecting
the respective roles of each, portrays the movement's unity,

urges National Societies to increase their efforts in the field of
information and public relations, on which the development of
their human and material resources, and hence of their activities,
depends to an increasing degree,

appeals to Governments and to all other public institutions to
support by every means at their disposal the efforts of National
Societies in the fields of publicity and information and, whenever
it is in their power to do so, to promote access by the Red Cross
—at both national and international level—to the mass media, for
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the furtherance of humanitarian activities in periods of crisis and
in normal times.

X

Elimination of Racial Discrimination

The XXIInd International Conference to the Red Cross,

conscious of the absolute necessity to safeguard the Principles
and Declarations of the Red Cross, and to maintain its image in
the eyes of the public,

desirous of interpreting through action the humanitarian prin-
ciples proclaimed by International Conferences of the Red Cross,

aware of the fact that the Red Cross can be a major contributing
factor to world peace,

condemns all forms of racism and racial discrimination at all
levels and which might occur within National Red Cross Societies,

congratulates the Board of Governors of the League of Red
Cross Societies and its Chairman for having set up a working group
to study " The Role of the Red Cross in the Elimination of Racism
and Racial Discrimination ",

invites the ICRC, the League of Red Cross Societies and
National Red Cross Societies, to implement the Plan of Action as
approved by the Board of Governors of the League and by the
Council of Delegates.

XI

The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

convinced that for the implementation of the tasks, entrusted
to the Red Cross, of protecting human health and life, of preventing
human suffering, of establishing mutual understanding, friendship,
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co-operation and lasting peace among nations, it is necessary further
to develop and strengthen the role of the International Red Cross
as a factor in world peace,

expressing its deep concern with the sufferings of peoples in a
number of areas of the world where armed conflicts, occupation
of territories, racial discrimination and genocide still take place,

welcoming the efforts and processes aimed at the relaxation
of tension and the strengthening of world peace,

declares its support of the activities of the United Nations and
other international organizations in strengthening peace in the
world,

calls upon Governments to be guided, in international relations,
by the ideals of peace, equality, and good neighbour policy based
on the principles of peaceful co-existence,

appeals to Governments to continue their efforts to achieve
agreements on arms race limitation and disarmament,

recommends that the issue of further development and the
strengthening of the role of the International Red Cross as a factor
of world peace be included in the study on the reappraisal of the
role of the Red Cross,

calls upon the ICRC, the League and the National Societies
to intensify their actions for peace, human rights and basic freedoms
and to undertake in co-operation with Governments further actions
for wider dissemination among the public of the humanitarian ideas
of the Red Cross.

XII

Implementation and Dissemination
of the Geneva Conventions

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

convinced that, in a world torn by violence, there is a pressing
need for a widespread dissemination of an instruction in the
Geneva Conventions, as an expression of basic Red Cross prin-
ciples, and hence a factor for peace,
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aware that, owing to its educational nature, such dissemination
and instruction is particularly important among the armed forces
and youth,

recalling the resolutions on the subject of dissemination adopted
by previous International Conferences of the Red Cross and in
particular Resolution No. XXI of the XXth International Con-
ference held at Vienna in 1965,

noting with gratification the work already accomplished in the
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions by some Governments,
numerous National Societies and the ICRC,

calls upon Governments and National Societies to intensify
their efforts with a view, on the one hand, to making known to
the population as a whole the basic principles of the Red Cross
and international humanitarian law by all effective means available
to competent authorities at all levels, and on the other hand, to
imparting clear concepts regarding the Geneva Conventions to
specialized spheres such as the armed forces, civil administrations,
institutes of higher learning, the medical and para-medical pro-
fessions, etc.,

appeals to Governments and National Societies to inform the
ICRC regularly of their achievements and their projects, in order
that it may centralize all information on the dissemination of, and
instruction in, the Geneva Conventions in the world,

requests the ICRC to support the efforts of Governments and
National Societies in their dissemination of and instruction in the
Geneva Conventions by:

(a) preparing information material suited to the spheres and areas
it is proposed to reach (specialized and popular publications
in various languages, posters, slides and films),

(b) advising National Societies who so wish regarding the estab-
lishment of their plans of action in this field,

(c) systematically making the achievements of Governments and
National Societies in the dissemination of, and the instruction
in, the Geneva Conventions known in its reports and publica-
tions,
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(d) itself organizing, or participating in, seminars for the training
of specialists in international humanitarian law,

asks the ICRC also to examine the desirability and possibility
of convening an ad hoc Conference on dissemination and instruction
of the Geneva Conventions which would enable Governments and
National Societies to compare their respective experiences and
devise new methods of action,

request Governments and National Societies to co-operate fully
with the ICRC in its efforts to bring about wider dissemination of,
and effective instruction in, the Geneva Conventions,

thanks the ICRC for its action, since the XXIst International
Conference, in giving the dissemination of, and instruction in,
the Geneva Conventions a fresh impetus and for the support it
has lent National Societies and Governments.

XIII

ReafHrmation and Development of International
Humanitarian Law applicable in Aimed Conflicts

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

conscious that armed conflicts continue to cause untold human
suffering and material devastation,

convinced that the Parties to all such conflicts need humanitarian
rules designed to reduce the suffering as much as possible and to
increase in the same way the protection of non-combatants and
civilian objects,

aware that many modern means and methods of warfare have
added to the need for a reaffirmation and development of present
laws and customs applicable in armed conflicts,

confirming the dedication to these questions of the International
Conferences of the Red Cross,

recalling, in particular, Resolution No. XIII of the XXIst Inter-
national Conference of the Red Cross,
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noting, also, the successive resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations on the item " Human Rights in
Armed Conflicts", the latest being Resolution 3032 (XXVII),
adopted on 18 December 1972,

welcoming the Draft Additional Protocols to the Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949, prepared by the ICRC after thorough consulta-
tions with Government experts, particularly during conferences
in Geneva in 1971 and 1972,

welcoming, further, the report presented by the ICRC on
Weapons that may cause Unnecessary Suffering or have Indiscrim-
inate Effects,

welcoming the decision of the Swiss Federal Council to convoke
a Diplomatic Conference for the purpose of reaffirming and develop-
ing international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts,

considering that the Draft Additional Protocols offer an excel-
lent basis for discussion at the Diplomatic Conference,

expresses appreciation to the ICRC for the extensive work it
has performed,

urges all Governments to participate in the Diplomatic Con-
ference,

urges the Diplomatic Conference to consider inviting national
liberation movements recognized by regional intergovernmental
organizations to participate in its work as observers in accordance
with United Nations practice,

appeals to all Governments to recognize their own long-term
interests in humanitarian rules, which respond to the urgent needs
to alleviate the suffering brought about by modern armed conflicts
and the need to protect non-combatants in such conflicts and, for
this purpose, to make use of this Diplomatic Conference to achieve
substantial humanitarian gains,

appeals to all the participants at the Diplomatic Conference to
be held in Geneva to do all in their power by co-operation and
fruitful negotiations to secure the widest and swiftest adoption of
the two Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949,
as instruments of international humanitarian law effective on a
universal basis.
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XIV

Prohibition or Restriction of Use of Certain Weapons

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

recalling that the right of Parties to a conflict to adopt means
of injuring the enemy is not unlimited,

recalling, in particular, those rules of international law which
prohibit the use of arms, projectiles or material likely to cause
unnecessary suffering and those rules of international law which
require the protection of civilians,

confirming the views expressed by the International Conferences
of the Red Cross in Resolution No. XXVIII (1965) regarding
the Protection of Civilian Populations against the Dangers of
Indiscriminate Warfare, and Resolution No. XIV (1969) regarding
Weapons of Mass Destruction, by the International Conference
on Human Rights in Teheran in Resolution XXIII (1968) regarding
Human Rights in Armed Conflicts and by the United Nations
General Assembly in Resolution 2932 (XXVII-1972) regarding
Napalm and other Incendiary Weapons,

endorsing, in particular, the view expressed in 1972 by the
United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 2932 (XXVII)
that the widespread use of many weapons and the emergence of
new methods of warfare that cause unnecessary suffering or are
indiscriminate call urgently for renewed efforts by Governments
to seek, through legal means, the prohibition or restriction of the
use of such weapons and of indiscriminate and cruel methods of
warfare and, if possible, through measures of disarmament, the
elimination of specific, especially cruel or indiscriminate, weapons,

noting that consistent with its work for the reaflirmation and
development of humanitarian law the ICRC has continued to
devote attention to the question of weapons which may cause
unnecessary suffering or have indiscriminate effects,

welcomes the proposals which the ICRC is submitting to the
Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts for
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rules concerning the prohibition of the use of weapons which are
likely to cause unnecessary suffering and methods and means of
combat which have indiscriminate effects,

welcomes further, the factual report elaborated by an interna-
tional group of experts under the auspices of the ICRC on Weapons
that May Cause Unnecessary Suffering or Have Indiscriminate
Effects, covering, inter alia, high velocity projectiles, blast and
fragmentation weapons, time-delay weapons and napalm and other
incendiary weapons,

endorses the conclusion of the report that inter-governmental
review and action is called for regarding specific types of weapons
dealt with in the report,

urges the Diplomatic Conference—without prejudice to its work
on the two Draft Protocols submitted by the ICRC—to begin
consideration at its 1974 session of the question of the prohibition
or restriction of the use of conventional weapons which may cause
unnecessary suffering or have indiscriminate effects,

invites the ICRC to call in 1974 a conference of government
experts to study in depth the question of prohibition or restriction
of the use of conventional weapons which may cause unnecessary
suffering or have indiscriminate effects and to transmit a report
on the work of the conference to all Governments participating
in the Diplomatic Conference with a view to assisting them in their
further deliberations.

XV

Reinforcement in the Additional Protocols of the role
of National Societies

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

having received the views of the Board of Governors of the
League, which held its XXXIInd Session in Teheran in November
1973, to the effect that the two Draft Additional Protocols to the
Geneva Conventions do not make sufficient reference to the role
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which must fall to National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red
Lion and Sun Societies as well as to their Federation in humani-
tarian activities for armed conflict victims,

having examined the two Draft Additional Protocols and laken
note of the comments made during the debates,

requests the Diplomatic Conference to be held in Geneva in 1974,
to introduce the appropriate provisions to strengthen the role and
facilitate the humanitarian activities of National Societies and of
their Federation, for example by adding

1. a general provision inviting the Parties to a conflict to grant
National Societies all the means and help required to enable
them to carry out all their humanitarian activities on behalf
of the victims of armed conflicts,

2. special provisions covering the personnel, services and pro-
grammes National Societies are in a position to provide in
order to make sure that the objectives of the Geneva Conventions
and of the Protocols are attained.

XVI

Community Services

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

aware of and appreciating the existing co-operation and working
relationships between National Societies, their Governments, the
UN Specialized Agencies and non-governmental organizations,

noting that National Red Cross Societies act as auxiliaries to
the public authorities, that they have the mission to co-operate
in the fields of health and social development at all levels of the
community, and that they can call on the help of large numbers of
volunteers,

considering the need better to co-ordinate all available assis-
tance for more meaningful results of the services provided by
National Societies,
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recommends

1. that National Societies call on Governments to give continuous
attention to the UN Resolutions 1580 (L) of the Economic
and Social Council and 2626 of the UN General Assembly
and to involve National Societies at all levels in the planning
and participation in " country programming ",

2. that National Societies seek through their Government closer
co-operation and support of the UN Development Programme
and Specialized Agencies such as WHO, ILO, UNESCO, FAO,
WFP and UNICEF, thus strengthening collaboration between
Governments, UN Agencies and the Red Cross,

3. that all Governments give every possible support to the Red
Cross to increase its potential of assisting in the Social Develop-
ment of its country,

4. that Governments take into account Red Cross experience when
drawing up National Development Plans so as to ensure co-
ordinated efforts and positive results for all concerned,

5. that those international and non-governmenial organizations
and foundations, which are able to do so, assist the Red Cross
in carrying out its Development Programme with the participa-
tion of all, thus expressing their solidarity with peoples of all
ages in all countries.

XVII

Environment

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

having taken note of the Report by the Working Party of the
League of Red Cross Societies concerning the Red Cross and
the Protection of the Human Environment and also of the resolution
on this subject adopted by the League's Board of Governors at
its XXXIInd Session,

recognizes that all aspects of environmental protection and
improvement constitute one of the major problems of our time,
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declares that the Red Cross is directly concerned by this prob-
lem since the physical and mental health of man is largely condi-
tioned by the quality of the environment,

recommends that at national level Red Cross, Red Crescent and
Red Lion and Sun Societies develop and plan their activities in
terms of the protection and improvement of the environment, in
harmony with the plans of Government authorities,

emphasizes finally that the struggle against threats to the environ-
ment must also be pursued at the international level,

invites the Red Cross to co-operate at that level in the develop-
ment of means of contributing to the protection of the environment.

XVIII

Blood Transfusion

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

taking note that almost half of the National Societies conduct
a blood service today, 14 of whom supply their nations' complete
blood service needs,

recalling that the International Red Cross Conference in 1936,
1948, 1952 and 1957 adopted resolutions commending the develop-
ment of blood services to all National Societies and, beginning
with the 1948 resolution, also enunciating the principle of non-
remunerated blood donation,

observing with satisfaction that the governing bodies of the
League of Red Cross Societies have steadily encouraged National
Societies through resolutions adopted in 1946, 1950, 1952, 1956,
1958, 1959, 1963 and 1966 to stimulate the development of blood
services based on the principle of non-remunerated blood donation,

desiring that every nation benefit from the major medical and
scientific advances achieved in recent years in blood research,
technology and programming,

believing, with influential opinion around the world, that the
non-remunerated donation of blood in a nationwide non-commer-
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cial blood service produces the safest medical therapy and streng-
thens a nation's social structure through the value it places on this
freely chosen individual act of humanitarian service,

affirms that a service based on voluntary blood donation,
motivated by humanitarian principles, is the safest and most
effective way of supplying blood needs,

urges the Governments of all nations to adopt the highest
standards in providing a safe blood service to their citizens, and
to formulate those standards on the concept of non-remunerated
blood donation,

recommends to each National Society and its Government that
they undertake a strong combined effort to attain the humanitarian
objectives of a total national blood service based on the broad
voluntary participation of the people.

XIX

Exchange of Prisoners of War in the Middle East

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

having received with great satisfaction the welcome news
concerning the exchange of prisoners of war in the Middle East,

sends its greetings to those responsible and its wishes for a
complete success in this operation.
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DECISIONS OF THE XXIInd INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

Modification of the Principles and Rules
for Red Cross Disaster Relief

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

decides that articles 15, 17, 19, 20, 25 and 27 of the Principles
and Rules for Red Cross Disaster Relief, adopted by the XXIst
International Conference (Resolution No. XXIV) be replaced by
the following versions:

Article 15—Requests for Assistance and Appeal (3rd paragraph)

The League can, however, take the initiative to offer special
assistance, even though the National Society has not asked for it.
The National Society will consider such offers with urgency and
goodwill, bearing in mind the spirit in which they are made.

Article 17—Information on Assistance

When, as a result of a League appeal or as a result of mutual
agreement or other special circumstances, a National Society gives
assistance to the Society of a stricken country it will immediately
inform the League. Such information will contain the amount of
gifts in cash and all available data on gifts in kind, including quan-
tity, value and means of transportation.
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Article 19—League Liaison Officer

When a National Society asks for international assistance
the League will assign to this National Society a liaison officer or
a team of delegates, whose name or names will be communicated to
it as rapidly as possible and whose number will depend on the
magnitude of the disaster.

The chief delegate will be responsible for the judicious and
effective utilization of the team of experts with a view to helping
the National Society with such activities as the reception, ware-
housing and distribution of relief supplies received from abroad,
information, communication and with all other activities that will
contribute to the effectiveness both of the relief operation itself,
undertaken by the National Society involved, and of the assistance
of sister Societies.

All staff assigned by the League will have the task of assisting
the National Society and not of taking over its basic responsibilities.

The chief delegate should be given all facilities to send to the
League by the most rapid means all the information likely to enable
it to back up its appeals to National Societies and inform them as
fully as possible on the needs resulting from the disaster and then
on the use made of the relief received. He should advise the National
Society concerned of the measures taken and foreseen both by the
League and the National Societies which are giving it their support.

Article 20—Use made of Gifts

A National Society which benefits from the assistance of sister
Societies will give the League liaison officer the opportunity to
see on the spot the use made of the gifts received.

Article 20A—Accounting and Auditing Requirements (new)

A National Society which receives cash donations from sister
Societies and the League shall submit to the latter half-yearly
statements of the use of such funds, until such time as a final state-
ment can be presented, showing in detail the origin of cash donations
and their use over the whole period. These interim and final
statements shall wherever possible be submitted within three months
of the end of the period to which they relate.
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The final statements shall be examined and reported on either
by Public Accountants, or by Auditors recognized by the Govern-
ment of the country concerned. In relief actions continuing for
more than one year such examination and reporting shall also be
carried out annually, until the relief action is completed.

For donations in kind, statements showing the origin and use
of such contributions shall be submitted to the League each half
year and also finally at the end of the relief action; no examination
or reporting by auditors is required.

Article 25—How to use Gifts (2nd paragraph)

A beneficiary Society may in no event use cash gifts received to
cover its administrative expenses included in its ordinary budget,
nor may a beneficiary Society transfer cash gifts donated to it to
another organization or group for use by that organization or group.

Article 27—Transmission and Forwarding of Relief

Assistance donated by a National Society to a stricken country
will always be sent through Red Cross channels, either direct to
the National Society or through the intermediary of the League.
Funds sent to the League will be specifically earmarked for the
disaster for which they are contributed and will either be sent to
the National Society of the stricken country or, with its concurrence,
utilized by the League according to the needs of the relief operation.

National Societies and the League may agree to transmit to a
stricken country relief from non-Red Cross sources. In such cases,
however, the relief will be utilized by the National Society or,
with its concurrence, by the League in conformity with the present
rules.

II

Approval of Accounts

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

approves the accounts submitted to it of the Shoken, the Augusta
and the Florence Nightingale Medal Funds.
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Ill

Election of Members of the Standing Commission
of the International Red Cross

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

elects the following persons:

Mr. George Aitken (Canada), Mrs. Farid Issa-el-Khoury
(Lebanon), Sir Geoffrey Newman-Morris (Australia), Sir
Evelyn Shuckburgh (United Kingdom), and Dr. Nadejda
Troyan (USSR)

to membership of the Standing Commission of the International
Red Cross until the next International Conference.

IV

Place and date of the XXIIIrd International Conference
of the Red Cross

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

takes note of the offers submitted by the National Societies
of the Federal Republic of Germany, Japan and Romania,

asks the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross
to decide the place and date of the XXIIIrd International Conference
of the Red Cross.

V

Votes of Thanks

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

presents to Their Imperial Majesties the Shahanshah Aryamehr
and the Shahbanou the profound respect of all delegates, and, to
His Imperial Majesty the Shahanshah the expression of its gratitude

41



for having personally inaugurated the Conference and for his noble
words reflecting his keen interest in the Red Cross and stressing
four vital points which constructively guided the proceedings of
the Conference in the humanitarian spirit of the Red Cross move-
ment; his address was an exemplary inspiration for the work of
the Conference,

thanks Her Imperial Majesty the Shahbanou, who has always
set an example of dedication in the cause of charity, for having
honoured the Conference by her presence at the opening ceremony,

thanks Her Imperial Highness Princess Shams Pahlvi, President
of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society, for her constant and
unstinting efforts and support in favour of the International Red
Cross, and for the cordial welcome which she extended to the
delegates,

conveys to the Government of Iran its gratitude for all the faci-
lities which it provided for the organization of the Conference,
and particularly thanks His Excellency the Prime Minister, Mr. Amir
Abbas Hoveyda, for honouring the Conference by his presence
and for his highly appreciated message,

expresses its appreciation to the Iranian Red Lion and Sun
for everything that it has done to ensure the smooth running of
the Conference, and for the reception given to the delegates, to its
Vice-President, Mr. Sharif-Emami, for the masterly way in which
he presided over the discussions, to its Secretary General, M. Majid
Majidi, who assumed the difficult task of the general secretariat of
the Conference, to Mr. Hossein Khatibi, its Director General,
and his staff who dealt scrupulously with every detail of the organ-
ization,

requests its Chairman to convey to the President of the Chamber
of Deputies its thanks for enabling the Conference to hold its
discussions in a building which was ideally suited for this purpose,

thanks the Iranian Centre for International Conferences for
having so successfully attended to the material organization of the
Conference, and both Iranian and foreign staff whose work and
devotion were a contributory factor in its success,
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expresses its profound appreciation to all the representatives
of the Iranian and world press for bringing the results of the
Conferences to the attention of the world, and thereby promoting
the Red Cross image.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED
BY THE

COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

Action in the Struggle against Racism
and Racial Discrimination

The Council of Delegates,

considering that the Red Cross is based on the principles of
respect for the dignity and equality of all human beings and may
not make any distinction as to nationality, race, religion, social
condition and political leanings, that racism and racial discrimina-
tion constitute a serious violation of basic human rights and a
degradation of human dignity and of equality amongst all human
beings, that they impede friendly and peaceful relations between
nations and endanger peace for which the Red Cross works,

deeming that racism and racial discrimination also constitute
violation of the Red Cross principle of impartiality,

recalling the provisions of the Geneva Conventions forbidding
any discrimination of a racial character, the resolutions of Interna-
tional Conferences of the Red Cross condemning racism and racial
discrimination and Resolution No. 33 adopted by the XXXIst
Session of the Board of Governors of the League (Mexico City,
1971),

taking into account the United Nations Declaration on the
elimination of all forms of racial discrimination and the Inter-
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national Convention on the elimination of all forms of racial
discrimination of 21 December 1965,

alarmed by the manifestations of racism and racial discrimi-
nation in certain regions of the world,

convinced that it is necessary for the Red Cross to engage still
more actively in the struggle for the elimination of racism and
racial discrimination, thus joining in the struggle in the world and
so contributing to the implementation of the programmes of the
" Decade of action to combat racial discrimination " to be launched
on 10 December 1973,

after examining the proposed Red Cross plan of action adopted
by the Board of Governors of the League at its XXXIst Session,

adopts this plan of action,

invites all National Societies, the League and the ICRC to
comply with the principles stated in this plan of action and to
commit themselves fully to its implementation.
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