
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

WORLD CONGRESS OF PEACE FORCES

The World Congress of Peace Forces, attended by approxi-
mately 3,200 delegates representing 144 countries, 9 international
organizations affiliated to the United Nations and 117'international
and national institutions, was held in Moscow from 25 to 31 Octo-
ber 1973.

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League
of Red Cross Societies were invited to send observers and it was in
that capacity that Mr. Harald Huber, ICRC Vice-President,
attended on behalf of the ICRC, while Sir Geoffrey Newman-Morris,
Chairman of the Australian Red Cross and then Vice-Chairman of
the League Board of Governors, and Mr. T. Dale, President of the
Norwegian Red Cross, represented the League.

The organization of the Congress was excellent. The host coun-
try had made available to participants, who enjoyed the most
generous hospitality, modern well-equipped premises and extre-
mely efficient organizing staff.

The participants split up into 14 Commissions to examine topi-
cal problems relating to activities in favour of peace. Numerous
points that are in common with the activities now being pursued
by the Red Cross, as well as those which it plans to put into opera-
tion, were referred to during the debates, for example, on peaceful
co-existence and international security, liberation movements, pro-
tection of the environment, human rights, etc. Though a number
of politically committed viewpoints often predominated, on the
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whole and without any ambiguity the will to avoid armed conflicts
and to ensure to all human beings decent conditions of life in which
the natural environment would be respected was clearly asserted.
The ICRC was much stimulated by this Congress to pursue increas-
ingly extensive activities towards peace.

The Congress had the opportunity to listen to an address by
Mr. Leonid Brejnev, Member of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR, who spoke in general terms on the situation
in the world today, underlining, among other points, the need for
peaceful co-existence.

In Moscow, Mr. Huber and the League representatives met the
President of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
in the USSR, Mrs. Troyan, and its Vice-President, Professor
Zakharov, and visited the Alliance's headquarters building.

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

In its December 1972 issue, International Review published an
account of the twenty-second Annual Congress of the Association
for the Study of the World Refugee Problem (AWR), held at
Geneva in October 1972. A draft resolution, submitted by the
Association's President, Mr. H. G. Beckh, called upon him and his
colleagues to contact international jurists, with the aim of organiz-
ing together with them round-table conferences whose purpose
would be to reconcile the different doctrines relating to the notion
of State sovereignty. It was considered that, when exercised
absolutely and in an excessively rigid fashion, State sovereignty
was often at the root of the appearance of refugees.

Following the resolution, a round-table meeting was organized
in August 1973 at Vaduz, under the patronage of H. R. H. the Prince
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