
Cooperation within the Movement

Joint ICRC/League
Commission on National Society Statutes

The Joint ICRC/League Commission on
National Society Statutes met six times
in 1990, on 13 February, 23 April,
5 July, 12 September, 31 October and
11 December.

In accordance with Resolutions VI of the
22nd International Conference and XX
of the 24th International Conference, the
Commission examined draft amendments
to their statutes submitted by 10 National
Societies. It also followed the develop-
ment of nine emergent National Societies
or Societies that had applied for recogni-
tion. In addition the Commission stood
by to help several National Societies fac-
ing internal problems or seeking support
from the two international institutions.

Henry Dunant Institute
The ICRC, the League and the Swiss Red
Cross are members of the Henry Dunant
Institute and take it in turns to supply
a Chairman for the Institute for a two-
year term of office. Since October 1989,
the Chairman has been Mr. Hubert
Bucher, Secretary General of the Swiss
Red Cross.

The ICRC joins in certain studies under-
taken by the Institute, for example on in-
ternational humanitarian law. As in the

past, the ICRC provided instructors for
a number of seminars, in particular:

• the fifteenth introductory course on
the international activities of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent, for National
Society leaders and volunteers
(Geneva, 4-13 June), held in Spanish
and attended by 24 representatives of
20 National Societies;

• the Latin American seminar for heads
of penitentiary administrations (San
Jose, Costa Rica, 14-18 May), at-
tended by 22 officials from 18 Latin
American countries to discuss common
difficulties and practical ways of im-
proving the treatment of detainees and
the administration of justice in general;

• the seminar for the heads of peniten-
tiary administrations in French-
speaking Africa (Bujumbura, Burun-
di, 24-28 September), at which 40 of-
ficials from 16 countries discussed their
experiences and concerns in order to
improve not only the conditions of
detention but also dialogue and
cooperation between different prison
systems.

Together with the League and the Swiss
Red Cross, the ICRC also followed the
preparation and progress of studies on the
Movement's development and the latter's
role in general in this respect.
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