
Cooperation within the Movement

Delegates. It met on 30 April and 15 Oc-
tober 1990 in Geneva under the chairman-
ship of Dr. Dawit Zawde (Ethiopian Red
Cross Society).

The Group, composed of representatives
from the ICRC, the League and three Na-
tional Societies (Ethiopia, Sweden and
Yugoslavia), worked to define its man-
date and determine what action it could
invite the National Societies, the League
and the ICRC to take in order to en-
courage the struggle against racism and
racial discrimination. It concluded that
it should confine its investigations and
proposals to situations involving the work
of the Movement's components.

The Group sent a circular letter to the
National Societies asking them to iden-
tify racist practices or behaviour based
on racial discrimination and state what
they were doing to counter them. On the
basis of the replies, the Group was able
to provide the Commission on the Red
Cross, Red Crescent and Peace with a
detailed report. The Commission stressed
the magnitude of racism and discrimina-
tion and the need for National Societies
to intensify their work against such
practices.

Relations with the components
of the Movement
NATIONAL SOCIETIES

Dialogue and contacts

Convinced of the need to strengthen its
relations with the National Societies and
increase its own particular contribution
to their development, the ICRC continued
to establish and maintain direct contact
with many National Society leaders to
promote mutual understanding and
cooperation.

To this end, the ICRC President and
members of the Committee regularly visit

the National Societies, in particular to
mark anniversaries and commemorations.
In 1990, such missions were carried out
by several members of the Committee:
Mr. Claudio Caratsch, ICRC Vice-
President, went to Norway; Mr. Max
Daetwyler and Mr. Andre Ghelfi at-
tended two Swiss Red Cross commemora-
tion ceremonies; Mr. Marco Mumenthaler
went to the Republic of Korea; and Mrs.
Anne Petitpierre went to Poland.

President Cornelio Sommaruga himself
went to Austria in January, the
Netherlands in February, Belgium in
February and June, Mexico in February,
Liechtenstein in May, Czechoslovakia in
June, Iceland in July, Iraq, Iran and Jor-
dan in September in connection with the
Gulf crisis, Viet Nam, Cambodia and
Thailand in September and October, and
Italy and Denmark in October. On each
of his visits, President Sommaruga made
a point of meeting many National Socie-
ty and government leaders.

Development of National Societies

In the year under review, the ICRC con-
tinued its efforts to strengthen the Move-
ment as a whole by increasing cooperation
in its own specific areas with a number
of National Societies. The ICRC's pro-
gramme included strengthening the Na-
tional Societies' operational capacity in,
and preparedness for, emergency situa-
tions (armed conflict); providing technical
and legal assistance in founding or
reorganizing National Societies; pro-
moting and supporting National Society
information services and projects to
spread knowledge of international
humanitarian law and the Fundamental
Principles; giving assistance in implemen-
ting the Geneva Conventions and especial-
ly the regulations on the use of the red
cross and red crescent emblem; and train-
ing National Society officials for their
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responsibilities in the event of armed con-
flict and National Society staff about to
go on mission for the ICRC.

Many missions were carried out from
Geneva and ICRC regional delegations to
meet National Society leaders, ascertain
their activities and needs, and take part
in national or regional meetings and
seminars.

In order to help National Societies in
regions exposed to armed conflict and
other disturbances to strengthen their
operational capacity, the ICRC circulated
among them a study entitled "ICRC con-
tribution to the development of National
Societies" (adopted on 5 July 1990).

Empress Shoken Fund

This Fund was created in 1912 by a gift
from the Empress Shoken of Japan to
promote the development of National
Society activities in peacetime. Since then
the Fund has received several gifts from
the Japanese Imperial family, the govern-
ment and public of Japan, and the
Japanese Red Cross.

The Joint League/ICRC Commission for
the distribution of income from the Em-
press Shoken Fund met in Geneva on 28
March 1990 under the chairmanship of
Mr. Maurice Aubert, ICRC Vice-
President, and in the presence of Japan's
Ambassador and Permanent Represen-
tative to the United Nations in Geneva.

In accordance with the criteria it has set
itself, the Commission decided to carry
out the 69th distribution of income among
the National Societies of the following
countries; Antigua and Barbuda, Benin,
Chile, Fiji, Ghana, Indonesia, Lesotho,
Mongolia, Peru, Somalia and Western
Samoa. The money will be used to pur-
chase ambulances and other vehicles,
training material and rehabilitation and
first-aid equipment.3

LEAGUE OF RED CROSS AND
RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES

In order to maintain and promote unity
and solidarity within the Movement, the
ICRC and the League consult each other
in detail on a regular basis about opera-
tional matters and any questions relating
to the work of the Movement's statutory
bodies.

The ICRC was accordingly invited to at-
tend as an observer the XXVth and
XXVIth sessions of the League Executive
Council, which were held in Geneva on
3-4 May and 23-24 October respectively.

In addition, the League President and
Secretary General attended the ICRC
Assembly of 31 January and the League
Secretary General also attended the
ICRC Executive Board meeting of 13
September.

Joint League/ICRC meetings

In addition to the above-mentioned
regular contacts, formal joint meetings of
ICRC and League representatives were
held to discuss matters of mutual interest.
These meetings took place on 26 March,
28 June, 3 October and 29 November
1990. They dealt in particular with ques-
tions relating to the 26th International
Conference of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent, preparations for the other
statutory meetings of the Movement and
the progress of various joint studies,
publications and other projects; informa-
tion was also exchanged about other cur-
rent activities and missions of joint
interest were discussed.

3 Details of the 69th distribution may be found
in the International Review of the Red Cross,
No. 277, July-August 1990.
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