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into operation on 1 October, replacing the
emergency centre at Ruwesheid.

In addition to relief and medical
assistance, ICRC delegates gave protec-
tion to returnees by acting as a liaison
with their diplomatic representatives and
international governmental or non-
governmental organizations.

The ICRC retained responsibility for the
T 1/28 camp at the end of the year.

LEBANON

Deteriorating relations between the dif-
ferent factions and widespread fighting
displaced many families in 1990 and in-
creased the social and economic disrup-
tion in the country. For some periods,
Beirut came under daily shelling and
civilians left the city and its suburbs
en masse for safer areas, in particular
southern Lebanon. The heavy loss of life
and resources weakened the already
fragile economic and social structures.

Between March and the end of June, the
ICRC assisted approximately 500,000
people in a special operation financed by
the European Community.

Emanuel Christen and Elio Erriquez, the
two ICRC orthopaedic technicians ab-
ducted in Sidon on 6 October 1989, were
released on 8 and 13 August respectively.
Following their release, the ICRC
reassessed the situation and decided to
remain in Lebanon but to reduce its
expatriate staff and increase security
measures.

In October, the political structure of the
country changed and the militia groups
withdrew from greater Beirut, creating
conditions favourable to the continuation
of the ICRC's work. On several occasions
the ICRC evacuated civilians and removed
bodies during intense inter-Shiite fighting

in the Iklim el Touffah region. The AMAL
and Hezbollah signed an agreement in
November which reduced hostilities be-
tween the two groups there. At the end
of the year the weight of the conflict
shifted to the southern part of the country
where there was an escalation in the
conflict between various factions and
Israeli troops.

Activities for detainees

In spite of the widespread conflict in
Lebanon and a reduction in ICRC staff,
ICRC delegates and doctors visited
prisoners held by government forces in
Beirut and by the different militias in
Lebanon where authorized. On the other
hand, Khiam prison, situated within the
"security zone", remained closed to the
ICRC, despite repeated requests made to
the "South Lebanon Army" (SLA) and
to the Israeli authorities. In addition,
family visits for detainees in Khiam
prison, authorized until February 1988,
remained suspended during 1990.
However, ICRC delegates maintained
contact with the Khiam centre, as well as
other centres where access was not
authorized, transmitted messages to
families, and distributed medicines and
personal items when permitted. In 1990,
the ICRC visited 1,879 detainees of whom
1,779 were registered for the first time.

In early December, subsequent to the
agreement signed by the AMAL and the
Hezbollah in the Iklim el Touffah region,
a quadripartite committee of the Hez-
bollah, the AMAL and the Syrian and
Iranian Governments was formed. The
ICRC was invited to be the neutral and
independent intermediary in two ex-
changes of prisoners; seven prisoners were
released in the first exchange and 93 in
the second.

Detainees and families of detainees received
26.9 tonnes of assistance.
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Field Operations

Activities for the civilian population

Despite the decrease in ICRC expatriate
staff, the delegation pursued its protec-
tion, tracing, medical and relief activities
in behalf of the civilian population in
Lebanon, largely due to the delegation of
work to locally-employed staff.

A regular ICRC presence was main-
tained throughout Lebanon, particularly
in the regions most likely to suffer directly
from armed clashes. The ICRC main-
tained and developed contacts with all
parties to the conflict in order to permit
an ongoing evaluation of the situation in
Lebanon. People fleeing the fighting
found few calm areas, many were dis-
placed, thousands left Lebanon and many
civilians were killed or wounded.

Tracing Agency

In 1990, the ICRC had nine tracing
offices in the following places: Beirut,
Jounieh, Tripoli, Ksara, Baalbek, Beit-
ed-Dine, Sidon, Jezzine and Tyre. These
offices gathered and processed informa-
tion concerning detainees and civilians
affected by the conflict.

The increase in the number of displaced
civilians in 1990 meant more requests for
information from family members. The
volume of family messages rose, both
within Lebanon and abroad. The ICRC
received 1,045 tracing requests for miss-
ing persons, facilitated 83 family
reunifications and forwarded more than
26,660 Red Cross messages from families
without news of their relatives in Lebanon
or abroad.

Medical activities

Owing to the danger for ICRC ex-
patriates, which resulted in reductions in
ICRC expatriate staff, the mobile clinics
did not function as usual and there was
limited assessment of medical centres.

ICRC medical activities in Lebanon in-
cluded evacuating the dead and wounded
from the conflict areas, assisting
hospitals, managing two orthopaedic cen-
tres and providing medical and nutritional
assistance for displaced persons. The
ICRC maintained stocks of medical
material and medicines in Lebanon. ICRC
sanitation teams assessed and, where
necessary, improved water facilities in
conflict zones and areas where displaced
persons were located.

The orthopaedic centre in Sidon, which
had closed in 1989 following the abduc-
tion of two ICRC orthopaedic techni-
cians, reopened in December 1990 with
Lebanese staff. The centre coordinated
consultations in Jezzine. The ICRC also
provided support for the orthopaedic
centre in Beit-Chebab.

Relief

A total of 2,436 tonnes of assistance, in-
cluding 99,314 food parcels, 751 kitchen
sets and 107,027 blankets, was distributed
to 607,513 beneficiaries in 1990. Relief
assistance was provided in northern
Lebanon and the Bekaa valley, Beirut and
the Chouf mountains, and southern
Lebanon.

Cooperation
with the National Society

The different departments of the Lebanese
Red Cross are responsible for medical and
social work, first aid, pharmacy, the
blood bank and information/dissemina-
tion. The ICRC continued to provide
financial and material support to the Na-
tional Society and acted as advisor,
together with the League, in the effort
by the Lebanese Red Cross to reorganize
its components.

Relief assistance to the Lebanese Red
Cross in 1990 totalled 730 tonnes.
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