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In accordance with the Fourth Geneva
Convention, the ICRC pursued efforts to
negotiate a long-term solution for the
civilians displaced or interned during the
Iran/Iraq conflict. The ICRC delegation
in Baghdad continued regular visits to
Iranian civilians interned in Iraq and
provided them with tracing services as
well as medical and relief assistance.

Activities for prisoners of war

Before the major repatriation operation
began, the ICRC carried out the follow-
ing activities for prisoners of war:

In Iraq: Regular visits were made in 1990
by ICRC delegates and doctors to 18,000
Iranian POWs in Iraq and relief items
were distributed (clothing, personal
hygiene products, books and sports
equipment).

After the severe earthquake in Iran, ICRC
delegates made a special visit to Iranian
POWs in camps in Iraq to distribute
forms enabling prisoners to request news
of their families. Over 1,700 "Anxious
for News" messages from prisoners to
family members living in the stricken
areas of Gilan and Zanjan were collected
in the Mosul, Salaheddine and Ramadi
camps.

In Iran: The ICRC reminded the Iranian
authorities of the ICRC's mandate vis-a-
vis prisoners of war and worked to resume
visits to Iraqis held in Iran as provided
for by the Geneva Conventions.

Settlement of cases
of POWs who refused repatriation

Following the major repatriation opera-
tion, ICRC delegates held interviews
without witnesses with Iraqi POWs in Iran
who had expressed to Iranian authorities
their unwillingness to be repatriated.

In Iraq, ICRC delegates held second in-
terviews with the Iranian POWs who had
refused repatriation. Some of the POWs
in question changed their minds and opted
to return home.

A final settlement was sought for all
POWs who remained firm in their refusal
to be repatriated.

Tracing Agency

The ICRC reaffirmed its readiness to
assist the two parties in resolving the cases
of those missing in action.

The Central Tracing Agency of the ICRC
handled a total of 848,220 Red Cross
messages for POWs and their families in
1990.

Activities for civilians

The ICRC continued negotiations with the
governments of Iran and Iraq with a view
to the settlement of these civilians in ac-
cordance with the Fourth Geneva Con-
vention.

Access to detained civilians in the region
has been a source of concern for the ICRC
for a number of years. However, in Iraq,
regular visits were made to Iranian
civilians interned in the Al Tash and
Shomeli camps and to displaced families
from Khuzestan. Medical, nutritional and
sanitation surveys were carried out
regularly and supplies were provided as
needed.

EGYPT

Tracing activities continued for families
separated because of the different con-
flicts in the Middle East, past and pre-
sent. In 1990, 120 Red Cross messages
were exchanged.
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Field Operations

In coordination with other Middle East
delegations, the delegation in Cairo
worked on dissemination projects de-
signed especially for the Arab world.
The ICRC continued its dissemination
activities in universities, military and
police academies, and with the Egyptian
Red Crescent Society.

IRAQ/KUWAIT

Kuwait became the focus of worldwide
attention when Iraqi troops entered the
country on 2 August 1990. The ICRC
responded the same day by stating the ap-
plicability of the Geneva Conventions and
by reminding both countries of their
obligations in armed conflict as States
party to the Geneva Conventions. In ac-
cordance with the mandate entrusted to
it by the international community, the
ICRC requested authorization to take ac-
tion to protect and assist all those in need.

The ICRC's objective was to carry out
protection and assistance activities in
behalf of Kuwaiti civilians. Foreign na-
tionals in Iraq and Kuwait, Kuwaiti
prisoners, and Iraqi civilians were also of-
fered protection and assistance. To this
end, the ICRC sent a note verbale to the
Iraqi Foreign Ministry on 23 August re-
questing permission to carry out its man-
date in Iraq and Kuwait. The institution
offered its services to secure authoriza-
tion to transport food and medicine into
Kuwait and Iraq despite the embargo, to
help transfer foreign nationals from Iraq
or Kuwait to other countries, and to pro-
vide communications between foreigners
still in Iraq or Kuwait and their families.

During the period August-December
1990, the ICRC maintained regular con-
tact with representatives of the interna-
tional community as well as government
representatives in Baghdad and Kuwaiti

government representatives in exile in
Taif (Saudi Arabia). As a last resort, the
ICRC President visited Amman, Baghdad
and Tehran in September, but no agree-
ment permitting the ICRC to fulfil its
mandate in connection with the conflict
in Kuwait could be reached with the
Iraqi authorities.

As the coalition forces were deployed in
the region in November, the ICRC inten-
sified contacts with all of the parties con-
cerned in order to ensure compliance with
the four Geneva Conventions.

Among the 12 resolutions adopted by
the UN Security Council between August
and December 1990, resolution 666 of 13
September stipulated the conditions of
humanitarian aid to the civilian popula-
tion in Iraq and Kuwait, as well as a
supply of essential foodstuffs, which
would be sent to the region and distributed
under ICRC supervision, or the super-
vision of other appropriate humanitarian
organizations.

On 14 December, the ICRC sent a note
verbale to the 164 States party to the
Geneva Conventions reminding them of
their obligation to respect the provisions
of international humanitarian law regard-
ing the protection of the sick, wounded
and shipwrecked, of medical units and
establishments, prisoners of war and
civilians. The same day, the ICRC Presi-
dent addressed ambassadors and represen-
tatives of the States party to the Geneva
Conventions at the institution's head-
quarters in Geneva. The President once
again reminded the States of their obliga-
tions in the event of armed conflict be-
tween States. He informed representatives
of the measures taken by the ICRC to
fulfil its mandate in Kuwait.

Despite the ICRC's sustained efforts to
carry out its humanitarian mandate in
Iraq and Kuwait, no agreement was
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