
Europe and North America

International Tracing Service
The International Tracing Service
(ITS), which has been based in
Arolsen, Germany, since 1946, has the
task of centralizing information on vic-
tims of National Socialist persecution
in order to enable them or their
rightful claimants to obtain compen-
sation. In 1955, the ITS was placed
under the supervision of a ten-country
International Commission and respon-
sibility for its day-to-day management
was entrusted to the ICRC. In 1990,
the number of requests made to the
ITS rose again, by 14.27%, and ap-
plication was made for the fourth time
to the Federal German Ministry of the
Interior for additional staff. As at 31
December, 398 persons were working
either full-lime or part-time to fill 340
posts at the ITS.

The authorities of the United States
and Italy, in order to serve more ef-
fectively the interests of former vic-
tims of persecution under the National
Socialist regime who are now living in
their respective countries, opened of-
fices during the year in Baltimore,
Rome and Arolsen for liaison with the
ITS.

The work of the ITS in 1990 can be
summarized as follows:

;. 126,054 enquiries were received
from 40 countries, concerning
112,551 people who lacked cer-
tification on which to base their
claims and therefore contacted the
ITS;

i ' 616,787 data checks were carried
out in 29 different sets of ITS
documents, pursuant to these en-
quiries;

:"•; 147,587 replies were sent, on
the basis of the information
available, compared with 131,577
in 1989. This increase was made
possible by the additional posts
granted by the Federal German
authorities;

!.: 142,170 requests nevertheless re-
mained unprocessed at the end of
the year and had to be carried over
into 1991.

At its annual meeting in June, the In-
ternational Commission for the ITS
reaffirmed its desire to step up the ac-
quisition of documents. Over the year,
95 ITS employees thus gathered over
300 linear metres of archive documents
from 170 different organizations,
travelling a total of 40,000 km in order
to make copies of them.
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