
EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

1990 was a particularly
eventful year in Europe.
The successive upheavals
in a number of central and
eastern European coun-
tries had direct conse-
quences for its work. In
purely operational terms,
the most immediate res-
ponse was required for
Romania.

Increasing openness in
countries such as Albania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, the
USSR and Yugoslavia
allowed the ICRC to
strengthen the relations
that it had long maintained
with both the National
Societies and the govern-
ments of those countries.

The ICRC was thus able to
organize a number of
meetings and seminars to promote understanding of the principles of international
humanitarian law and make its work better known. These contacts also enabled the
institution to set up projects for cooperation with National Societies that were in many
cases endeavouring to redefine their activities and set new priorities in the light of
recent developments.

Advanced seminars made it possible to establish useful and promising contacts with
government and academic circles and with senior officers in the armed forces of several
countries.

An ICRC delegation remained in Bucharest throughout the year. Its 34-member team
was gradually cut back to two delegates as the situation changed. Other activities
in Europe were carried out from headquarters.

The ICRC's 1990 budget for Europe came to 35,305,400 Swiss francs and expenditure
amounted to 37,394,500 francs.
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Field Operations

ALBANIA

In December 1990, contacts were re-
established for the first time in 43 years
with the National Society and government
officials in Albania. The ICRC then
decided to launch a programme of
material assistance for the Albanian Red
Cross.

BULGARIA

Following the visit of an ICRC delega-
tion in November, the ICRC launched a
programme contributing to the develop-
ment of the operational capacity of the
Bulgarian Red Cross and set up several
projects to promote international humani-
tarian law.

ROMANIA

On 22 December 1989, after the outbreak
of events in Bucharest, ICRC delegates
quickly arrived on the spot to provide
protection for hundreds of civilians and
medical care for the wounded. By 28
December, 34 ICRC delegates and 28 ex-
patriates from National Societies were
posted in Romania, working in close
cooperation with volunteers from the
Romanian Red Cross. On the same date,
around 4,500 tonnes of relief goods had
arrived or were on their way. During the
emergency period, which lasted until the
end of the year, the ICRC made repeated
radio broadcasts in an attempt to ensure
respect for the Red Cross emblem. In the
midst of the fighting the emblem had been
frequently disregarded. Once the initial
emergency phase was over, there was an
urgent need for various forms of ICRC
humanitarian assistance, particularly
in the areas of protection and medical
assistance.

The alarming situation of abandoned
children, handicapped people and the
elderly became evident after ICRC
delegates carried out thorough surveys in
various parts of the country. The purpose
of the surveys was to identify groups most
in need of urgent assistance, and to deter-
mine what kind of assistance the Red
Cross could provide.

At a working meeting convened by the
ICRC in Bucharest on 20-21 January
1990, representatives of the ICRC, the
League of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies and various National Societies
defined the outlines of a rehabilitation
programme. The task of coordinating
assistance activities was handed over to
the League, while the ICRC concentrated
on its traditional activities, as deter-
mined by its mandate, as well as on
implementing a special programme for
surgical units.

Visits to people detained in connection
with the events

Between January and April 1990, ICRC
delegates had access to persons detained
in connection with the events of December
1989, including prisoners already sen-
tenced. In all, 143 people were visited in
18 places of detention during the above-
mentioned period. Visits came to a halt
on April 17, however, as ICRC standard
criteria for such visits were not respected.

Immediately after a renewed surge of
violence in Bucharest from June 13 to
15, the ICRC made continuous attempts
to gain access to persons subsequently
detained. Its efforts were finally rewarded
on 25 June, when visits started to 62
detainees in two places of detention.

Between January and September 1990,
ICRC delegates visited detainees in 27
places, including 9 penitentiaries, 14 re-
mand centres, 1 military garrison and 3
hospitals. In all, 376 detainees were seen.
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