
Field Operations

SRI LANKA

Following the opening of its delegation
in Colombo in October 1989, the ICRC
concentrated on protection work in the
centre and south-west of the country for
detainees suspected of belonging to the
Janatha Vimukti Peramuna (JVP).

In mid-June 1990, tension between the Sri
Lanka government armed forces and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
sparked off a new armed confrontation
in the north and east of the island. The
ICRC immediately extended its operation
to include protection and assistance for
detainees, displaced people and civilians
in isolated areas. Within only a few weeks,
the ICRC was present in almost all of the
country with nearly 60 delegates. About
half of this workforce engaged in activities
in the north-east or shuttling between
Colombo and the ICRC's various offices
in the region. The other half carried out
ongoing detention-related work in the
south.

The ICRC opened sub-delegations in Kandy,
Jaffna, Batticaloa, and Colombo-South,
as well as offices in Trincomalee, Ampara,
Mannar, Matara and Anuradhapura.

Activities for detainees

ICRC delegates carried on visiting per-
sons detained in connection with the JVP-
insurrection and with LTTE activities in
the north and east, where numerous
civilians had been arrested. It obtained
access to a number of detainees held by
the government in the context of the
conflict there. Delegates also visited
15 policemen, captured in June by the
LTTE and held in Jaffna. They were later
released by the LTTE into the care of the
ICRC to be handed over to the Sri Lanka
police authorities.

From the beginning of its detention-
related work in November 1989 up to the
end of 1990, the ICRC registered 20,655
people in over 400 places of detention in
the country. Allegations of ill-treatment,
the disappearance of people following
arrest, and summary executions remained
sources of considerable concern in 1990.

Despite fairly wide access to many
places of detention and the high level of
cooperation noted on the part of the
authorities concerned, the ICRC was very
concerned about the relatively high
number of disappearances among civilians
arrested by the armed forces in the east
and similar problems persisting in the
south, albeit involving a smaller number
of cases. The institution was equally con-
cerned at the constant difficulty it faced
when trying to visit and protect civilians
and combatants allegedly detained by the
LTTE.

Tracing Agency

The Tracing Agency continued its ac-
tivities in connection with the JVP insur-
rection in the south while endeavouring
to meet the pressing needs in the north-
east. It received more than 16,000 trac-
ing requests during the year mainly con-
cerning the south, some of which it
submitted to the authorities.

In the south, delegates carried on register-
ing persons in detention. A total of 590
detainees were able to resume contact with
their families through the ICRC.

In the north-east, owing to the large
number of displaced persons and
separated Tamil families, the delegates
laid emphasis on restoring links between
dispersed family members in Sri Lanka
and abroad. As basic postal services were
not working in most areas in the eastern
provinces and on the Jaffna Peninsula,
the ICRC on many occasions transported
mail bags of the Sri Lankan postal ser-
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vices to and from several destinations in
the north-east.

In addition, during the last six months
of 1990, the ICRC received 4,200 tracing
requests, and distributed 3,300 Anxious-
for-News and Red Cross messages. It also
evacuated 136 foreign nationals, mostly
expatriate Tamils visiting the country
when the fighting broke out, by boat from
Jaffna to Colombo, where they were
handed over to their respective embassies.

Tracing activities in the field proved
to be extremely difficult on account of
the conflict situation and population
movements. By the end of the year
the Tracing Agency had registered infor-
mation concerning 314 people detained
in connection with the conflict in the
north-east.

Medical activities

Throughout the heavy shelling and
fighting around Jaffna Fort from July to
September, which led to the closing of
the Jaffna Teaching Hospital, the ICRC
extended protection to the Manipay
hospital in Jaffna. Once the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital had been re-opened,
the ICRC put it under its protection as
well. The hospital was soon able to restore
its capacity to 600 beds (of its usual 1,000
beds). At the end of the year, repair work
was still going on. With the re-opening
of the Jaffna Teaching Hospital, the
ICRC established close cooperation with
the Medical Association of Jaffna so as
to help with any problems encountered
in running the hospital and keeping it
supplied.

The ICRC laid in emergency stocks of
medical supplies in Jaffna, and made
them available to health care facilities in
need. It assisted the Ministry of Health
by conveying medical supplies to places
which had become inaccessible by or-

dinary means of transport. When
necessary, the ICRC lent support to the
mobile health units the National Society
operates on the Jaffna Peninsula and
Ampara.

During curfews in Jaffna, the ICRC
helped to transport hospital and National
Society personnel to protect them on their
way to and from work so that the hospital
could continue to function.

Assistance to the affected population

Following the total interruption of regular
public and commercial transport towards
and within the northern part of Sri Lanka
the ICRC played a key part in protecting
government-sponsored road or sea relief
convoys by conferring neutral status on
them. In this way, food, other essential
goods, and mail reached hundreds of
thousands of civilians affected by the
fighting, especially in the Jaffna penin-
sula, where there are over one million
people.

Initially, several hundred tonnes of goods
were sent to the Jaffna Peninsula by road.
Land convoys were then abandoned
because of security problems and because
they could transport only small amounts
of goods, whereas the population's needs
were estimated at 8,000 to 10,000 tonnes
per month. Instead, relief goods were car-
ried by sea. Between late July and the end
of the year, about 30,000 tonnes of goods
were shipped under ICRC protection to
Jaffna.

In December, however, an ICRC road
convoy of 18 lorries managed to reach
Kilinochchi, bringing 160 tonnes of essen-
tial goods, mainly food, for the resident
population in and around Kilinochchi and
for displaced people. The goods were then
distributed by the local branch of the Na-
tional Red Cross Society. This was a
precedent for further road convoys to be
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carried out to specific problem areas in
the north-east.

In close cooperation with the National
Society, the ICRC financed and par-
ticipated in the purchase and construc-
tion of traditional temporary shelters
(cadjans) for about 4,000 particularly
hard-hit families (between 20,000 and
30,000 people). It also assisted the Na-
tional Red Cross in providing food parcels
and clothing as needed.

At the end of the year, the ICRC also
sent a relief specialist to Sri Lanka to
cooperate with the National Society and
the League of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies, which was active in the
other non-conflict areas.

Dissemination

While carrying out its activities in the
north-east, south and centre of Sri Lanka,
the ICRC also endeavoured to spread
knowledge of basic humanitarian prin-
ciples among officers and soldiers as well
as LTTE combatants and their leadership.

Sessions on the law of war were held in
all districts for members of the Sri Lanka
armed forces. Furthermore, the ICRC
produced dissemination material in
English, Sinhalese and Tamil, which it
distributed as widely as possible.

REGIONAL DELEGATIONS

NEW DELHI: (Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, India, the Maldives, Nepal)

BANGLADESH— Negotiations with the
country's authorities concerning a possi-
ble joint ICRC/League of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies/National Society
survey in the Chittagong Hill Tracts were
at a standstill.

BHUTAN— Following a first ICRC mis-
sion to Bhutan and contact with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the govern-
ment decided to accede to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949.

MYANMAR — Persistent problems re-
quiring humanitarian assistance and the
ongoing conflict on the country's eastern
borders raised ICRC concern, as in
previous years. No headway was made
regarding the situation of security de-
tainees, despite the institution's con-
tinuing representations with a view to
obtaining permission for protection visits.

Following the signature of an agreement
with the Ministry of Health, the Ministry
of Defence and the National Society, the
ICRC continued its activities aimed at
helping to develop orthopaedic program-
mes in progress (manufacturing artificial
limbs, training local staff). Its work
focused on civilian amputees in four or-
thopaedic centres in Myanmar. At these
centres 1,149 patients were fitted with pros-
theses for the first time, and 292 with
orthoses. The centres also manufactured
1,232 prostheses, 297 orthoses and 1,047
pairs of crutches.

INDIA — The ICRC continued to help
the Indian Red Cross with the develop-
ment of a nationwide tracing network and
dissemination activities. It monitored the
situation in different parts of the country
to obtain a clearer picture of medical,
relief and protection needs, particularly
in the State of Jammu and Kashmir, and
to be prepared in case ICRC intervention
was required.

NEPAL — The ICRC maintained its
dialogue with the government about ques-
tions concerning the protection of those
detained under emergency regulations.
During several ICRC missions following
the disturbances in Kathmandu in April,
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