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camps for displaced people in the
Sisophon region.

A team comprising two doctors, three
nurses and a sanitation engineer visited
the military and the provincial hospitals
in Battambang during a mission in
January.

In May, the head of delegation and
the medical coordinator took part in a
United Nations mission in the provinces
of Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and
Pursat to assess the situation in the event
of a repatriation.

The ICRC took charge of rehabilitating
the government hospitals of Kampot and
Pursat. At the end of August, the ICRC
started surgical work in the provincial
hospital of Mongkol Borei. An ICRC
nurse based in Pursat gave a first-aid
course in December for about 100 local
health workers in the district. The
Ministry of Health agreed to support the
ICRC's plan to revive the National Blood
Transfusion Centre in order to overcome
problems caused by the chronic blood
shortage.

Each of the three hospitals where the
ICRC was active in Cambodia in 1990
recorded about 1,000 admissions and per-
formed 2,000 operations.

A seminar on war surgery took place in
Phnom Penh in June, with the participa-
tion of medical personnel, the local Red
Cross and the ICRC. It was attended by
150 doctors.

In October, for the first time since 1980,
an ICRC-chartered aircraft brought 4.7
tonnes of medical supplies in two journeys
directly from Bangkok to Phnom Penh.

Dissemination

Various ICRC productions were broad-
cast on national television. For the first
time since 1974, the local Red Cross held

an event on the occasion of 8 May (Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent
Day). Two officers of the Cambodian
armed forces were the first among their
group to participate in the annual course
on the law of war in San Remo.

THAILAND

The delegates concentrated particularly on
monitoring living conditions of the peo-
ple whom the various resistance factions
had brought back into Cambodia, and,
as in the past, concerned themselves with
the situation in the camps for displaced
people. The ICRC noted signs, especially
towards the end of the year, that more
of the camp populations accessible to
international and non-governmental or-
ganizations were at risk of being forcibly
shifted to Cambodia.

Contact between the Thai government and
the ICRC in 1990 included a mission by
the ICRC President to Thailand, and a
visit of General Chatichai Choonhavan,
the country's Prime Minister, to the in-
stitution' headquarters in Geneva. Among
the topics discussed on those occasions
were the dangers inherent in any premature
small- or large-scale repatriation of Khmer
displaced people. The possibility of visits
to persons detained by the Thai authorities
in connection with the Cambodian con-
flict was also discussed.

Activities for displaced people

In view of various plans to speed up
the repatriation of displaced people to
Cambodia, the ICRC reminded the Thai
and Khmer authorities that:

• such a repatriation should not take
place before safety guarantees for the
civilians were given by all parties;

• displaced persons should be given a
free choice as to whether they wanted
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to return to Cambodia, and where they
wanted to settle. There was no genuine
freedom of choice unless every camp
dweller was presented with clear alter-
natives, and could make his or her
choice without any form of outside
pressure;

C basic health conditions should be pro-
vided for these voluntary returnees.

Other questions worrying the ICRC at the
end of 1990 were:

~ the Thai authorities continued refusal
to accept at the Khao-I-Dang camp
people who, for reasons of protection,
needed to be transferred there from
other border camps;

• Khmer camp administrators' refusal
to allow a number of border camp in-
mates to be reunited with their families
in Cambodia.

Tracing Agency

In Thailand, the question of ICRC access
to Khmers and Vietnamese detained in
camps on the border or interned by the
Thai authorities remained an unresolved
issue, in spite of some encouraging signs
given by the Thai Prime Minister during
a visit to ICRC headquarters in the
autumn. Tracing activities in the camps
for displaced people along the Thai border
were conducted as before, and activities
in Cambodia grew significantly in 1990.
It was thus possible to ensure a continuous
flow of Red Cross messages between those
living on the border and their families in
the country. About 4,000 messages were
exchanged in 1990.

The Tracing Agency handled tracing
requests concerning 14,978 Khmers. As
usual, tracing work took place in various
camps on the Thai/Cambodian border
(a new office was opened at Site K), in-
side Cambodia and abroad through the

National Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies of the countries concerned.
ICRC tracing staff were able to locate
8,150 Khmers in camps, in Cambodia and
abroad, i.e. 55 per cent of the almost
15,000 Khmers it was looking for.

Mailing

The ICRC, the only official channel for
inter-camp mail at the disposal of Khmers,
continued to provide a mailing service in
the camps, mainly for internal purposes,
but also for mail abroad.

Thanks to this service, families were able
to keep in touch. In 1990, 17,895 letters
and family messages were distributed to
the Khmers.

Transfers/fam ily reunifications

With the consent of the Thai authorities,
the ICRC was able to transfer 201 Khmers
from one camp to another. All in all, the
ICRC reunited 230 Khmers (93 families)
with their relatives in 1990.

Medical activities

The ICRC hospital at Khao-I-Dang re-
mained the only hospital along the border
to provide emergency surgical services for
the 300,000 displaced Khmer and Viet-
namese living in the area. The hospital
was manned by three surgical teams. Oc-
tober had the lowest admission rate of
war-wounded in 1990 (25 cases). This was
due to a let-up in fighting because of
the rainy season. At the same time, the
number of other patients admitted reached
the annual peak of 182. In 1990, 2,797
patients (war-wounded and others) were
admitted, 5,110 operations performed,
and 5,768 consultations, including post-
operative care, given.

The Khao-I-Dang blood bank, the only
one in the region, went on supplying
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blood units to the hospitals on the border.
Blood collection programmes took place
regularly in the camps. In May 1990, a
blood donation centre opened at the
Khao-I-Dang hospital. On average, 470
blood units were collected each month.

The ambulance service continued to
operate all year, carrying out evacuations
from anywhere along the 800-km border
to the Khao-I-Dang hospital.

Kab Cherng first-aid station

This station remained an important link
in the evacuation chain from remote but
accessible camps in the north (Otrao, Site
B) to the ICRC hospital in Khao-I-Dang.
Up to 50 per cent of the war-wounded
transferred to the hospital transited
through it.

Dissemination and
cooperation with the National Society

The ICRC continued to cooperate with
the Thai Red Cross in spreading know-
ledge of fundamental Red Cross principles
and international humanitarian law, em-
phasizing the importance of respect for
human dignity to various military and
civilian audiences, both Khmer and Thai.

Owing to the shift of fighting further in-
to Cambodia, the situation of Thai
villages located close to the border im-
proved considerably in 1990. The ICRC
continued assisting the Thai Red Cross
in its activities for these villagers.

PHILIPPINES

The need for direct overall ICRC involve-
ment in the Philippines was found to have
lessened, as training and development ac-
quired through the operation increasing-
ly allowed the Philippine National Red

Cross (PNRC) to act independently and
raise its efficiency.

In 1990, an ICRC expatriate and a PNRC
worker were murdered by gunmen in
Buldon (Mindanao). This tragic event
underscored the importance of dissemina-
tion activities and the need to spread
knowledge about the Red Cross and its
work and purpose as widely as possible
in order to increase the safety of humani-
tarian missions.

Activities for detainees

The delegates concentrated on protection
work for detainees and civilians in the
field, continuing to monitor cases of
alleged violations of international
humanitarian law, checking allegations of
ill-treatment with both the government's
armed forces and the New People's Ar-
my (NPA), and pressing for stricter obser-
vance of basic principles applicable to
armed conflicts.

ICRC delegates kept on providing pro-
tection for security detainees in Manila
and the provinces, including those held
in connection with the coup attempt in
December 1989, by making frequent
visits. Between September 1989 and
December 1990, they visited 1,651 de-
tainees, of whom 1,189 were newly
registered, whose cases they followed up
in visits to 155 places of detention.
Regional Disaster Action Team nurses
assisted ICRC delegates in carrying out
medical follow-up visits to places of deten-
tion. The delegates also visited persons
held by the NPA, and these visits were
held in accordance with ICRC standard
criteria for such activities.

Tracing Agency

The Tracing Agency in Manila went on
collecting, processing and filing informa-
tion concerning detainees and people
allegedly detained.
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