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At the end of July, an ICRC represen-
tative held high-level talks with represen-
tatives of three of the four factions
involved in the conflict, who had come
to Paris for a conference on Cambodia.

In November, the ICRC sent delegates to
participate in the Jakarta conference on
Cambodia, attended by the five perma-
nent members of the United Nations
Security Council, the Cambodian factions
and most of the countries in the region.
During the conference, the delegates sub-
mitted to the participants a paper sum-
ming up the ICRC's concerns about the
situation of displaced people in the border
region, calling on their governments to
intervene to ensure that conditions of
asylum be respected.

Fighting went on, moving away from the
border region further into Cambodia.
Consequently, the number of war-
wounded admitted to the ICRC's hospital
in Khao-I-Dang remained lower than in
1989. The shift of the battle scene also
resulted in tens of thousands of displaced
persons in Cambodia and ensuing new
humanitarian needs. At the same time,
a number of civilians (at least 80,000)
living in camps on the western border
under Khmer Rouge control had disap-
peared. It was questionable whether they
had left of their own free will. The result
was that they could not be protected and
assisted by international organizations.
These camp populations had to face harsh
conditions in their new environment, were
exposed to the dangers of malaria and
land mines, and lacked adequate food and
medical care.

At the beginning of September 1990, after
a series of high-level negotiations, the
ICRC was allowed to establish a perma-
nent presence in western Cambodia, at
the hospital of Mongkol Borei where a
surgical team immediately took up work,
and in Battambang, where a logistics base
was to be set up.

CAMBODIA

Activities
for people affected by the conflict

Although the Cambodian authorities an-
nounced, during an official visit to
Phnom Penh by the ICRC President in
September, that, in principle, the ICRC
would have access to detainees arrested
in connection with the situation in the
country, the conditions for such visits
were still being discussed at the end of
the year.

The tracing service set up by the local Red
Cross in Cambodia showed increased
strength and efficiency in 1990. The
tracing missions carried out in the
provinces continued to help build up a
nationwide tracing network. In 1990, the
delegation received 5,428 tracing enquiries
concerning persons in Cambodia and in
the border area. Some 4,200 of them had
been located by the end of the year.

Medical assistance

The extension of ICRC activities to west-
ern Cambodia greatly increased the
possibility of responding to the needs of the
war-wounded and people displaced within
the country. The number of expatriate
doctors and nurses rose to 20. These in-
cluded a blood bank technician in Phnom
Penh, a general practitioner and a ward
nurse in Mongkol Borei, and a field nurse
working for displaced people in camps
near the city of Sisophon.

Throughout the year, the ICRC kept up
its medical assistance to several hospitals
in Phnom Penh and in the provinces, and
provided logistic and administrative sup-
port for four Red Cross teams working
in Cambodia, namely from the Swedish,
Australian, Swiss and French National
Societies. Beginning on 31 August,
evaluations were made regularly in the
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Field Operations

camps for displaced people in the
Sisophon region.

A team comprising two doctors, three
nurses and a sanitation engineer visited
the military and the provincial hospitals
in Battambang during a mission in
January.

In May, the head of delegation and
the medical coordinator took part in a
United Nations mission in the provinces
of Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and
Pursat to assess the situation in the event
of a repatriation.

The ICRC took charge of rehabilitating
the government hospitals of Kampot and
Pursat. At the end of August, the ICRC
started surgical work in the provincial
hospital of Mongkol Borei. An ICRC
nurse based in Pursat gave a first-aid
course in December for about 100 local
health workers in the district. The
Ministry of Health agreed to support the
ICRC's plan to revive the National Blood
Transfusion Centre in order to overcome
problems caused by the chronic blood
shortage.

Each of the three hospitals where the
ICRC was active in Cambodia in 1990
recorded about 1,000 admissions and per-
formed 2,000 operations.

A seminar on war surgery took place in
Phnom Penh in June, with the participa-
tion of medical personnel, the local Red
Cross and the ICRC. It was attended by
150 doctors.

In October, for the first time since 1980,
an ICRC-chartered aircraft brought 4.7
tonnes of medical supplies in two journeys
directly from Bangkok to Phnom Penh.

Dissemination

Various ICRC productions were broad-
cast on national television. For the first
time since 1974, the local Red Cross held

an event on the occasion of 8 May (Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent
Day). Two officers of the Cambodian
armed forces were the first among their
group to participate in the annual course
on the law of war in San Remo.

THAILAND

The delegates concentrated particularly on
monitoring living conditions of the peo-
ple whom the various resistance factions
had brought back into Cambodia, and,
as in the past, concerned themselves with
the situation in the camps for displaced
people. The ICRC noted signs, especially
towards the end of the year, that more
of the camp populations accessible to
international and non-governmental or-
ganizations were at risk of being forcibly
shifted to Cambodia.

Contact between the Thai government and
the ICRC in 1990 included a mission by
the ICRC President to Thailand, and a
visit of General Chatichai Choonhavan,
the country's Prime Minister, to the in-
stitution' headquarters in Geneva. Among
the topics discussed on those occasions
were the dangers inherent in any premature
small- or large-scale repatriation of Khmer
displaced people. The possibility of visits
to persons detained by the Thai authorities
in connection with the Cambodian con-
flict was also discussed.

Activities for displaced people

In view of various plans to speed up
the repatriation of displaced people to
Cambodia, the ICRC reminded the Thai
and Khmer authorities that:

• such a repatriation should not take
place before safety guarantees for the
civilians were given by all parties;

• displaced persons should be given a
free choice as to whether they wanted
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