
LATIN AMERICA

The 1980s took a severe
toll in Latin America. The
imbalance in North-South
relations, the foreign debt
burden, widespread social
injustice, unchecked cor-
ruption and a flourishing
drug trade all contributed
to a further undermining
of the region's already
fragile institutions. With
few exceptions, the stan-
dard of living in the coun-
tries south of the Rio
Grande declined steadily
and the gap between social
classes continued to widen.

In this context, through-
out 1990 the ICRC strove
to fulfil its humanitarian
mandate on behalf of the
most needy categories of
the population (civilians,
prisoners of war, security
detainees and the missing).

Over the past years Latin America has been a home for political upheaval and change.
On the one hand, encouraging prospects for dialogue in El Salvador and new govern-
ments in Chile, Nicaragua and Paraguay, and on the other hand, mounting violence
in Colombia and Peru, have made it necessary for the ICRC to redeploy its staff
and reorganize its logistics in the field.

The regional delegations worked, often in cooperation with the respective National
Societies, to spread knowledge of international humanitarian law and the fundamen-
tal principles of the Red Cross. In addition they maintained and strengthened ICRC
contacts with governments with a view to encouraging ratification of the Protocols
additional to the Geneva Conventions, promoting implementation of international
humanitarian law through national legislation and raising financial support for ICRC
work worldwide. Finally, with the agreement of the governments concerned, they con-
tinued to carry out protection and assistance activities for security detainees and, in
some cases, for civilians affected by violence, such as displaced persons.
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Field Operations

The ICRC maintained an average of 76 delegates in Latin America during 1990, as
well as 249 local employees. They were assigned to five delegations: Chile, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Nicaragua and Peru, and three regional delegations in Bogota, Buenos
Aires and San Jose.

The total budget for Latin America in 1990 came to 29,755,300 Swiss francs. Expen-
diture stood at 21,826,500 francs.

Central America and the Caribbean

EL SALVADOR

The ICRC carried out its protection and
assistance work in El Salvador in 1990,
in accordance with the provisions of Ar-
ticle 3 common to the Geneva Conven-
tions and with Additional Protocol II.
After the major offensive launched by the
FMLN1 in November 1989, plans for the
coming year had to be postponed, as
immediate needs for emergency medical
care, evacuation of the wounded and pro-
tection and registration of security de-
tainees took priority. This emergency
period continued into 1990, until the
curfew was lifted on 1 February. Despite
the obvious extra workload resulting from
this violent period, projects originally
planned for 1990 picked up again after
this date, alongside efforts to deal with
the aftermath of the fighting.

In July 1990 a major breakthrough was
witnessed when both parties to the con-
flict signed a human rights agreement.
Nevertheless, despite an immediate fall in
the number of captures and cases of ill-
treatment of the civilian population, of-
fensives picked up again in the last quarter
of 1990. In the context of renewed tension
throughout the country, once again civilians
bore the brunt of recurring violence in
built-up areas. The ICRC repeatedly
reminded the parties to the conflict to
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show greater respect for the civilian
population.

Activities for persons
detained in connection with the conflict

In 1990 ICRC delegates paid regular visits
to places of detention under the control
of the armed forces and the security corps,
as well as penal centres under the jurisdic-
tion of the Ministry of Justice. On average
150 to 200 visits were made every month,
and about 1,000 new security detainees
were registered over the year, most of
them being released a few weeks after
their arrest.

Throughout the year, whenever contact
was established with the FMLN, a number
of matters were discussed, including the
notification of capture of civilians and
members of the armed forces. In 1990 the
FMLN handed over 56 captured persons
to the ICRC.

Protection of the civilian population

A considerable number of field missions
carried out by ICRC delegates in El
Salvador last year were made in order to
monitor abuses against the civilian
population. This reflected the ICRC's
growing concern for civilians, who were
increasingly caught in the crossfire between
the armed forces and the opposition in
1990. The ICRC regularly submitted to
both the government and the FMLN
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delegates' findings and suggestions for
improving the situation of civilians.

Tracing Agency

Following the reduction in the number of
people arrested for security reasons, the
number of requests from family members
for information also fell. Apart from
these requests for news of disappeared
persons or persons allegedly arrested by
government forces or the FMLN, the
ICRC Tracing Agency received other
conflict-related allegations and issued
hand-over certificates for 79 wounded
persons evacuated from conflict areas and
58 soldiers and civilians released by the
opposition. Financial assistance was also
given to families wishing to visit a de-
tained relative. Additional work included
the exchange of over 2,300 Red Cross
messages and the resolution of over 1,000
tracing requests.

Medical and sanitation activities

Following the violence in November 1989,
ICRC delegates conducted a complete
survey of hospitals which were receiving
a large influx of wounded in San Salvador
and other major cities. The ICRC organ-
ized the delivery of some 18.5 tonnes of
medical supplies straight away, and con-
tinued distributions to 17 hospitals, 7
health centres, 8 penal centres, clinics and
mobile units of the National Society on
through 1990, in order to replenish their
depleted stocks and to enable them to be
better equipped to confront any similar
crisis situation in the future.

Traditional ICRC medical activities were
carried out throughout 1990 by two
medical teams. Field visits allowed the
ICRC to give over 23,500 medical and
dental consultations to people in conflict
areas or displaced people with no other
access to medical services; to supervise
and supply five health posts in conflict

areas; to carry out a vaccination pro-
gramme (over 22,500 vaccinations) with
the Ministry of Health, treating people
in remote areas; and to evacuate wound-
ed civilians and combatants in remote
areas to hospitals.

In addition to the medical activities above,
the ICRC supervised the construction and
operation of latrine and water projects
in areas affected by the conflict. In 1990
visits to 118 existing latrine projects and
177 water projects were conducted, while
a further 44 visits were made to new sites
for evaluation purposes.

Relief programme

Material assistance was provided to de-
tainees (articles of personal hygiene,
medication, mattresses and clothing),
released detainees (travel costs to their
homes, food and shelter) and the families
of detainees (travel costs to visit detained
relatives). In addition, the ICRC occa-
sionally provided hospitals, homes for the
elderly, orphanages and civilians living in
areas affected by the conflict with food,
blankets and other basic items. In all, 106
tonnes of assistance were distributed at
a cost of around 290,000 Swiss francs.

Cooperation with the National Society

In 1990 the ICRC continued its financial
and material support to the Salvadoran
Red Cross Society in order to enable it
to maintain and develop its traditional ac-
tivities, including ambulance and first-aid
services and a blood transfusion centre.
Support to the National Society was
especially important last year in the light
of needs brought about by the events of
November 1989.

Dissemination

The ICRC made a large number of
presentations on international humani-
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tarian law, stressing the importance of
respect for the civilian population and
the Red Cross emblem. During field
missions to conflict areas, members of the
opposition and the general public were
major targets of dissemination work.
Courses and conferences were mainly
given to the armed forces and the police,
and efforts were also carried out through
the mass media.

Another popular method of dissemina-
tion in El Salvador last year was through
the medium of theatre. Specially con-
ceived plays with audience participation
explained very clearly exactly what goes
on when, for example, ICRC delegates
visit security detainees. The plays were by
and large presented to members of the
armed forces, and set in a Salvadoran
context.

GUATEMALA

Cooperation with the Guatemalan Red
Cross was a priority in 1990 and many
facets of National Society work were
touched upon, the ICRC offering
assistance in the following ways: training
staff; setting up a dissemination depart-
ment within the National Society, which
would eventually take over the training
of their own staff; determining the needs
of civilian victims of the conflict by con-
ducting thorough surveys with the Na-
tional Society to evaluate those needs and
the best ways of meeting them.

In addition, a course on the law of war
was given from 8 to 12 January to 26
future officers of the general staff of the
Guatemalan Armed Forces.

NICARAGUA

Following the elections in March, the
cease-fire agreement of April 1990 and

the subsequent end of the conflict in
Nicaragua, the situation in the country
no longer came under the ICRC's man-
date. For this reason, the network of
ICRC sub-delegations and offices, which
was set up over the years to offer protec-
tion and assistance to the direct and in-
direct victims of the conflict, was
dismantled in the course of the year and
the delegation's expatriate staff was
reduced from 20 to 8 by December.

Visits to detainees

Roughly 1,300 security detainees who had
been registered by the ICRC were still
behind bars in February 1990, but by the
end of April none of these people were
being held for reasons related to the con-
flict. Upon the request of the authorities,
the ICRC was actively involved during the
release of those detainees in locating their
families, monitoring their health and their
transportation back to their places of
origin, as well as providing food and
clothing.

Tracing Agency

On 15 November the delegation submit-
ted a list of 997 missing persons from the
10 years of conflict to the new authorities.
In addition, the delegation continued to
check tracing requests still pending against
information regarding returning refugees
and demobilized contras obtained from
lists drawn up by UNHCR and CIAV/
OAS/ONUCA1.

Over 8,400 Red Cross messages were ex-
changed throughout the year and 925 trac-
ing requests were resolved. The ICRC also
issued 177 certificates for former detainees
visited by the ICRC, as evidence that they
had been held captive.

"Comision Interamericana de Averiguacion y
Verification," Organization of American States
and ONU Centro America.
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