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The ICRC supported Red Crescent bran-
ches in Juba, Malakal and Wau, cover-
ing the needs of up to 1,000 social welfare
cases in these towns in the conflict zone
and assisting in a kindergarten and
education programme, and helping extend
awareness of health issues, including
childhood diseases, AIDS and other
problems.

The delegation also supported National
Society programmes for displaced people
in Omdurman and in Khartoum, pro-
viding water on a regular basis and also
furnishing blankets and flour. In July the
ICRC handed over about 40 tonnes of
relief supplies to the National Society to
help it mount an assistance programme
for over 4,000 people displaced by distur-
bances in the Darfur region.

REGIONAL DELEGATIONS

The ICRC regional delegations in Dakar,
Lome, Lagos, Kinshasa, Harare and
Nairobi were instrumental in responding
to a number of emergencies in 1990.

Three regional delegations in West Africa
sent delegates to assist Liberians both in
Liberia and in neighbouring countries in
1990. Delegates from the Kinshasa
regional delegation were instrumental in
setting up the ICRC delegation in Rwan-
da. Regional delegates were also sent to
other countries (namely, Gabon, Cote
d'lvoire, Cameroon, Zambia and the
Casamance region of Senegal) when civil
unrest or other disturbances occurred
there.

Over and above the work done in response
to new emergencies, ICRC regional
delegations continued protection, tracing,
medical and relief activities.

All regional delegations continued
dissemination activities and cooperation
programmes aimed at developing Red

Cross and Red Crescent National Societies
in the region. In addition, given the
specific need for dissemination among the
armed forces on the continent, the ICRC
posted a delegate in charge of disseminat-
ing international humanitarian law to
the armed forces of sub-Saharan Africa
in Nairobi in January 1990. He par-
ticipated in seminars held in Gabarone
and Mbabane in late July for army per-
sonnel from 10 southern African coun-
tries and a seminar held in Lome for
high-ranking military personnel from
10 West African countries in early May.

DAKAR: (Cape Verde, Guinea (Conakry),
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Senegal)

The Dakar delegation carried out tracing
and protection work in connection with
the events that struck Mauritania and
Senegal in 1989.

ICRC delegates visited 89 Mauritanian
security prisoners in four places of deten-
tion in Senegal in 1990. Of these, 60 were
registered for the first time. Food,
blankets and personal hygiene items were
distributed to prisoners as well. In addi-
tion, the delegation regularly sent staff
to these prisons to carry out tracing work.

The ICRC Tracing Agency in Dakar
distributed 723 Red Cross messages, near-
ly all relating to the tension between
Mauritania and Senegal, and participated
in family reunifications involving 29
people.

Casamance unrest

The ICRC offered its services to visit
people arrested in connection with the
strife in the Casamance region of southern
Senegal. Discussions on this matter con-
tinued at the end of the year.

After civil unrest broke out in the
Casamance region the ICRC distributed
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medical supplies at the Ziguinchor
hospital, and the ICRC and the National
Society distributed about five tonnes of
relief supplies at the end of May.

Dissemination and
cooperation with National Societies

In April, the regional delegation held
a seminar in Conakry for Guinean
journalists on the promotion and
dissemination of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent principles.

The Dakar delegation organized a
regional training seminar on tracing ac-
tivities for representatives of 10 West
African National Societies in November.

The delegation assisted the Senegalese Red
Cross in a first-aid training course for Red
Cross personnel in three departments
beginning in the middle of the year. The
ICRC supplied stretchers, first-aid kits
and other supplies for Red Cross activities
in the Casamance region. The Mali Red
Cross also received first-aid kits at the end
of the year.

LAGOS: (Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea,
Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone)

The ICRC delegate in Lagos was in-
strumental in contacting ECOMOG
representatives in Lagos for discussions
on ICRC activities in Liberia.

GAMBIA — ICRC delegates visited 38
security prisoners in one Ministry of the
Interior place of detention in February.
Assistance was also provided for the
families of those security prisoners. In
addition, the delegation provided 16,600
Swiss francs' worth of relief goods and
3,800 francs' worth of medical supplies to
prisons in Gambia through the Gambian
Red Cross. The ICRC Tracing Agency in
Lagos processed 191 Red Cross messages
in 1990.

Dissemination and
cooperation with National Societies

CAMEROON — The ICRC organized a
workshop in Yaounde, Cameroon, in
June for Secretaries General and infor-
mation officers of National Societies in
the sub-region.

High-ranking members of the Cameroon-
ian armed forces attended a special
seminar organized by the ICRC and the
Cameroon Red Cross Society in the begin-
ning of the year. In August, the ICRC
held a workshop for Ghanaian prison per-
sonnel in Accra on international
humanitarian law, the Red Cross prin-
ciples and the activities of the Red Cross.

LOME: (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote
d'lvoire, Niger, Togo)

In September, the ICRC offered its ser-
vices to visit people held for reasons of
state security in Burkina Faso and Niger.

TOGO — In November, ICRC delegates
visited three places of detention in Togo
run by the Ministry of the Interior and
saw 19 sentenced security prisoners.

The Lome delegation distributed 7,650
Swiss francs worth of relief supplies
to detained people in Togo and also pro-
vided financial assistance to the families
of detainees in Burkina Faso and a
number of other countries in the region.

The ICRC Tracing Agency in Lome hand-
led 67 Red Cross messages in 1990.

Dissemination and
cooperation with National Societies

In December the ICRC, together with the
Benin Red Cross and the Benin armed
forces, held a train-the-trainers seminar
for 30 army instructors, covering aspects
of international humanitarian law. The
ICRC also assisted in the creation of a
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documentation centre on the subject in
Cotonou.

Forty officers from the armed forces of
the ANAD1 countries (Burkina Faso,
Cote d'lvoire, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,
Senegal, Togo), the two ANAD observer
States (Benin and Guinea) and Guinea-
Bissau attended a seminar on international
humanitarian law from 3 to 11 May.

The Lome delegation held a seminar for
30 officers of the "Gendarmerie Na-
tionale" in June.

KINSHASA: (Burundi, Central African
Republic, Congo, Gabon, Rwanda, Sao
Tome and Principe, Zaire)

At the end of March, the President of
the ICRC visited Zaire and met the
Zairian head of state and other high of-
ficials.

The ICRC President gave speeches at
Kinshasa University and participated in
an hour-long televised round table.

Throughout the year, delegates visited
security prisoners in facilities under the
jurisdiction of various Zairian ministries,
agencies and authorities. In all, 35 visits
were paid to seven places of detention,
and 120 security prisoners were seen, in-
cluding 82 who were visited for the first
time. The Kinshasa delegation also sent
delegates to these facilities to carry out
tracing work for detained people.

BURUNDI — The ICRC sent delegates
to visit six prisons run by the Ministry
of Justice in April and May. A total of
93 security prisoners were seen.

RWANDA — The ICRC carried out a
series of visits to Rwandan prisons at the
end of June and beginning of July (i.e.,

Accord de non-agression et de cooperation en
matiere de defense.

before the events later in the year).
Delegates based in Kinshasa visited 40
security prisoners during this series of
visits.

The delegation distributed food and non-
food relief supplies to prisoners and to
the families of detained people.

GABON— When disturbances broke out
in May and June, an ICRC delegate went
to Port Gentil to carry out a survey and
help distribute food to needy people.

Dissemination

The ICRC held a regional seminar on the
implementation of international humani-
tarian law at the university in Kinshasa
for legal specialists from five countries.
A four-day information seminar for
army staff, government employees,
representatives of the press and National
Society staff was held in June in Kinshasa,
and a similar course was held in late
October for officers of the Congolese
People's Army in Brazzaville.

The directors of the penitentiary services
of most of the French-speaking African
countries attended a seminar given in Bu-
jumbura, Burundi, in September.

Throughout the year, the ICRC gave
presentations on international humani-
tarian law to members of the Zairian
armed forces, the Garde Civile and local
authorities, and the delegation carried
out dissemination activities aimed at the
general public, including the use of radio
spots.

Cooperation with National Societies

In June, the delegation handed over to
the Red Cross Society of Zaire about 3.5
tonnes of relief goods to assist in the relief
effort for victims of the flood which
struck Bandalungwa in late May. The
ICRC also assisted with training for
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Zairian Red Cross disseminators and
helped refurbish a first-aid post in Limete,
in the middle of the year.

HARARE: (Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi,
Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe)

The Harare delegation played an impor-
tant logistic role in support of major
ICRC operations in Mozambique and
Angola. The delegation also maintained
technical assistance for the orthopaedic
centre in Bulawayo and carried out food
and non-food relief distributions in Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe for people affected by
the war in Mozambique.

Visits and tracing activities

ZAMBIA and ZIMBABWE — Together
with National Society teams, delegates
visited Mozambican refugees detained at
police posts in Zambia and Zimbabwe and
interceded on their behalf.

The Tracing Agency in Harare resolved
tracing requests involving 174 people and
handled 7,176 Red Cross messages, main-
ly for Mozambican refugees.

Medical activities

Distributions of medical supplies

Hospitals and medical facilities in about
30 communities in the eastern border
regions of Zambia and Zimbabwe re-
ceived ICRC medical assistance, including
dressing material, first-aid kits, surgical
gloves and disinfectant.

Orthopaedic activities

Under the terms of the 1984 agreement
between the ICRC and the Zimbabwean
Ministry of Health, the ICRC handed
over responsibility for the management
of the Bulawayo orthopaedic centre to the
ministry in the middle of the year.

The ICRC completed three-week training
courses for local orthopaedic technician
apprentices from Swaziland and Lesotho
in the beginning of the year, and left one
expatriate orthopaedic technician at the
Bulawayo centre until the end of the year
to finish the second two-year training
course for orthopaedic technicians and to
ensure a smooth transition.

In 1990, the Bulawayo orthopaedic cen-
tre produced 301 prostheses and fitted 273
patients with prostheses. It made 243 or-
thoses and fitted 182 patients with or-
thoses, and put out 740 pairs of crutches.
The centre carried out 121 major repairs
to prostheses.

Assistance for civilians

People displaced by the spill-over effects
of the Mozambican conflict received
assistance from the ICRC and the Na-
tional Societies of Zambia and Zimbabwe
in the eastern border areas of the two
countries. In addition, in western Zam-
bia the ICRC assisted people affected by
the Angolan conflict.

Distributions in Zambia and Zimbabwe
for displaced people and refugees along
the Mozambican and Angolan borders
amounted to about 90 tonnes of food,
three tonnes of seed and farming tools,
and 13 tonnes of non-food assistance,
including blankets, clothing, tents and
kitchen utensils.

Cooperation with National Societies

The ICRC provided over three tonnes of
tents, blankets, kitchen utensils, buckets
and storm lanterns to local branches of
the Zimbabwe Red Cross as part of a
disaster preparedness programme, and
partially financed the salaries of Provin-
cial Programme Officers in eastern Zim-
babwe. The delegation provided six
tonnes of similar assistance to the Zam-
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bian Red Cross disaster preparedness pro-
gramme. In Malawi, the delegation
furnished National Society personnel
responsible for working with Mozambican
refugees with first-aid kits and financed
information tours led by local staff. The
Botswana Red Cross received assistance
for its programme for the handicapped,
blood bank and ambulance service. The
Harare delegation also supplied bicycles
and other material for the Zambian
and Zimbabwe Red Cross tracing pro-
grammes and assisted in the training of
National Society tracing staff. A large
proportion of the tracing activities of the
two National Societies was centred on
assistance for Mozambican refugees.

NAIROBI: (Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya,
Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles and
Tanzania)

KENYA — The President of the ICRC
visited Kenya in March and held talks with
the President of Kenya and other high
government officials. The ICRC President
took this opportunity to thank the Kenyan
government and National Society for
their support for ICRC operations
in neighbouring countries, and most
notably, in Sudan.

Tracing Agency

The delegation issued 839 travel docu-
ments for 960 people (including many
children), mainly refugees from Somalia
and Ethiopia. In addition, the delegation
handled 474 Red Cross messages and
resolved tracing requests involving 140
people in 1990.

Dissemination

In January, the ICRC based a regional
delegate for dissemination to armed forces
throughout Africa at the Nairobi regional
delegation. By the end of 1990, some 800
officers from 35 of the 46 sub-Saharan

African countries had taken in-depth
courses or participated in seminars on in-
ternational humanitarian law, rules for
combatants and respect for the Red Cross
and Red Crescent emblems. The delegate
participated in special seminars
throughout Africa.

In January and March, ICRC and Na-
tional Society disseminators held talks
on the Red Cross and Red Crescent prin-
ciples for prison officers in Kenya and
Tanzania.

In March, the ICRC gave a three-day
workshop on the Red Cross for 25
Kenyan journalists.

Cooperation with National Societies

Early in the year, the ICRC provided
financial backing to enable the Kenyan
Red Cross Society (KRCS) to open a
branch in Turkana, northern Kenya, near
the ICRC logistic centre and hospital in
Lokichokio. The KRCS and the ICRC
held joint dissemination sessions for the
armed forces, the police, members of the
prison service, and at universities. The
delegation also financed the basic salary
of dissemination and information officers
of the National Societies in Kenya,
Tanzania and Djibouti, provided material
support and publications, and financed
the purchase of first-aid kits.

In 1990, the ICRC continued a pro-
gramme begun in August 1989 under
which 128 first-aiders were trained for
the as yet unrecognized Comoros Red
Crescent.

The Nairobi delegation also provided
video material and publications for the
information section of the still to be
recognized Seychelles Red Cross.

The Tanzanian Red Cross received
assistance in the tracing field and the

37



Field Operations

ICRC helped the National Society to open
a branch in Zanzibar. The delegation also
helped cover the costs of producing the

Society's quarterly newsletter, and paid
the salaries of an information officer and
a dissemination officer.

RELIEF SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTED BY THE ICRC IN 1990

AFRICA

Country
(in French alphabetical order)

Medical
assistance

Value
in Sw. fr.

Relief

Value
in Sw. fr. (Tonnes)

Total

Sw. fr.

South Africa
Angola
Angola (south-east)
Benin
Burundi
Djibouti
Ethiopia
Ethiopia (Eritrea, via Sudan)
Gambia
Liberia
Mali
Mozambique
Namibia
Uganda
Rwanda
Senegal
Somalia
Sudan
Sudan (conflict in southern

Sudan, via Kenya)
Swaziland
Togo
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

TOTAL

419,445
387,732

2,718
1,590,945

127,620
3,757

153,518
10,820

601,605

92,894
35,750
16,594

910,812
282,651

479,259

9,962

469,887
6,547,150

560,482
6,500
7,553

1,769
311,073

16,653
399,986

1,911,699
72,446

4,170,220
28,401
12,408

2,105,243
5,667,200

1,728,787

26,178
7,639

69,472
114,891
112,299

227.6
7,842.6

465.7

6.5
2.7

3.1
235

8
158.4

1,782.6
66.3

5,934.6
12.9
11.7

2,326.6
7,041

1,298.2
2
1.3

44.6
59.3
54.8

469,887
6,966,595

948,214
6,500
7,553
2,718

1,592,714
438,693

20,410
553,504

10,820

2,513,304
72,446

4,263,114
64,151
29,002

3,016,055
5,949,851

2,208,046
26,178

7,639
69,472

124,853
112,299

5,126,082 24,347,936 27,585.5 29,474,018
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