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about one thousand others captured by
the Chadians in late 1986 and in 1987.
The group of 53 prisoners was visited in
preparation for their repatriation, which
never took place under the Habre govern-
ment. No other prisoners were seen until
the change of government. This was a
clear violation of the provisions of the
Geneva Conventions.

After the fall of the Habre government
in December, the Libyan prisoners,
including the 53 seen in March, were
released and later repatriated or trans-
ferred to other countries without having
been interviewed by delegates.

In late December, ICRC delegates visited
a group of 594 prisoners who had been
transferred to Kamina, southern Zaire
aboard aircraft chartered by the US
government. Delegates also went to Libya
and visited another group of former
POWs who had been repatriated directly
from Chad in the beginning of December.

The N'Djamena delegation also issued
certificates of detention for people who
were visited by ICRC delegates in the late
1970s and 1980s. In 1990, 138 such
requests were received. The Tracing
Agency also handled Red Cross messages
from the 53 Libyan prisoners visited by
delegates; one of the prisoners received
a reply, which was sent through the
postal system.

Medical activities

ICRC prosthetists/orthotists continued to
work at the Kabalaya orthopaedic centre
in N'Djamena, participating in the train-
ing of local staff and in the production
of prostheses, orthoses and crutches. The
centre produced 214 prostheses and 118
orthoses, fitting 101 and 71 patients, res-
pectively. It also made 146 pairs of crut-
ches and carried out 165 major repairs
to prostheses.

Dissemination and
cooperation with the National Society

In the first half of the year, the ICRC
and the Red Cross of Chad held dozens
of dissemination sessions reaching some
30,000 journalists, schoolchildren, students,
civil servants and Red Cross staff through-
out southern Chad. Beginning in July, the
ICRC delegation progressively handed
over all dissemination equipment, docu-
mentation and material to the National
Society, which was due to assume full
responsibility for this programme in
January 1991.

In addition to the hand-over of dissemi-
nation material and equipment, the ICRC
also helped the National Society to deve-
lop a shelter and integration centre for
street children in N'Djamena.

East Africa

ETHIOPIA

Once again in 1990, northern Ethiopia
was the scene of heavy fighting and much
human suffering. The armed conflict con-
tinued and tension increased during the
year. In February, the port of Massawa
changed hands after a major battle,

leaving Asmara, the capital of Eritrea,
dependent on air transport for com-
munications with the rest of the country.
Further south, major clashes were re-
ported within 150 kilometres of the
capital. Heavy fighting took place near
Dessie (Wollo province) and Bahr Dar
(a town in northern Gojjam province,
near Lake Tana).
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Field Operations

In 1990, after an absence of one and
a half years from the north, the ICRC
started surgical activities in that region.
Following the withdrawal of foreign
medical personnel in late 1989 and early
1990, there was an acute shortage of
surgeons, anaesthetists and specialized
nurses throughout the country. In June
and July, the ICRC began sending surgi-
cal teams, equipment, medication and
other supplies for three general hospitals
(in Bahr Dar, Dessie and Asmara) near
the front.

The number of families displaced by the
conflict was estimated at over 150,000,
and thousands of families had been
separated by the fighting. Hundreds of
prisoners were held in connection with the
conflict both by rebel groups and the
government. The fighting brought a grow-
ing number of casualties. There were
regular reports of violations of inter-
national humanitarian law by the com-
batants, including ill-treatment of civilians
and the bombing of villages and towns.
In addition, Ethiopia still hosted some
760,000 refugees from the Sudan and
northern Somalia at year's end.

Activities for prisoners and refugees

Several representations were made,
without results, to the parties to the con-
flict in Ethiopia, with a view to allowing
the ICRC to visit the thousands of mem-
bers of the Ethiopian armed forces cap-
tured by the EPLF1 and the TPLF/
EPRDF2 and to visit political detainees
held by the Ethiopian government.

Beginning in July 1990, the ICRC parti-
cipated in the repatriation from Boroma,
north-western Somalia, to Babile, Ethio-
pia of Ethiopian people who had sought

1 Eritrean People's Liberation Front.
2 Tigrean People's Liberation Front/Ethiopian

People's Revolutionary Democratic Front.

refuge in Somalia during the Ogaden
crisis of the 1970s. The ICRC provided
logistic and technical means for their
transport, in cooperation with UNHCR3

and other agencies. While the area around
Babile had not suffered from fighting
in recent years, Ethiopian refugees in
Somalia were caught up in the conflict
in the Somalian north-west. The National
Societies of the two countries also took
part in this operation. By the end of
September, some 3,300 refugees had
returned to Ethiopia. After a three-month
pause in repatriation activities owing
to the hazardous situation, the ICRC
organized one more convoy at the end of
December for more than 500 refugees.

Working closely with the National
Society, the ICRC Tracing Agency in
Addis Ababa resolved 813 tracing requests
in 1990, almost all for Somali refugees
in camps in Ethiopia. No work was
carried out for victims of the internal con-
flict because the ICRC was not permitted
to work on both sides of the front.

Medical activities

Surgical assistance

Three Ministry of Health general hospi-
tals were forced to enlarge their surgical
facilities because of a heavy influx of
wounded soldiers in early 1990. Besides
caring for the war wounded, these hospi-
tals provided surgical services for the
general population of nearly 1 million
civilians living near Asmara, Bahr Dar
and Dessie. Following a survey in June,
the ICRC deployed three full surgical
teams at the hospitals in these towns and
set up sub-delegations in the three cities.
The surgical teams performed over 2,500
operations through the end of the year.
In addition, the sub-delegation in Asmara

3 United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees.
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assisted the National Society towards the
end of the year in ensuring that vulnera-
ble groups (about 10,000 families) re-
ceived adequate supplies of clean water.

Orthopaedic programme

The delegation continued technical or-
thopaedic work at the Debre Zeit rehabili-
tation centre and stepped up its co-
operation with the Prosthetic-Orthotic
Centre in Addis Ababa. The ICRC pros-
thetists/orthotists also supported the or-
thopaedic centres in Asmara and Harar.
In the latter, a large group of Somali
refugee patients received treatment. All
told, the centres at Debre Zeit and Addis
Ababa produced 750 prostheses and fit-
ted 566 patients with prostheses, made 202
orthoses and fitted 146 patients with or-
thoses, and produced over 12,000 pairs
of crutches. They also put out 123
wheelchairs and carried out 83 major
repairs to prostheses in 1990.

Orthopaedic activities at the Debre Zeit
rehabilitation centre were based on an
agreement of June 1989 between the
ICRC and the Ethiopian Red Cross
Society (ERCS), which called for the
ICRC to provide technical and material
support to the centre.

Dissemination and
cooperation with the National Society

The ICRC held dissemination sessions for
the Presidential Guard Special Forces
Brigade in October. Throughout the year,
the ICRC and the Ethiopian Red Cross
Society held joint dissemination sessions
in Wollo, Shoa, Gojjam, Sidamo and
Hararghe, reaching tens of thousands of
soldiers, militiamen, government and par-
ty officials and members of the general
public.

Under the terms of an agreement signed
on 19 June between the ERCS, the

Ministry of Health and the ICRC,
National Society staff played a key role
in the ICRC surgical programme launched
in June in the north, providing essential
services such as blood bank management
and ambulance support, and assisting in
contacts with the authorities.

UGANDA

The ICRC extended the scope of its pro-
tection activities, set up an emergency
first-aid medical post with surgical
facilities for one month to care for peo-
ple wounded in the Sudan conflict, and
implemented a major relief programme
for 85,000 displaced people in camps near
Kumi. The delegation also assisted
victims of the Rwandan conflict by
participating in the repatriation of 214
Ugandans, including 52 children, from
Kigali and by temporarily supporting
refugees in the border region.

Activities in various parts of Uganda,
especially those near Gulu and Soroti,
where the civilian population was still af-
fected by internal conflict, were blocked
or disrupted for several months in 1990
owing to security reasons or problems in
obtaining authorizations. In the begin-
ning of the year, the delegation was forced
to suspend field activities at the Soroti
sub-delegation because of extremely
stringent restrictions imposed on it,
reportedly for security reasons. These
restrictions were lifted in mid-June, and
the ICRC resumed activities in the region.
From April to October, the ICRC sub-
delegation in Gulu was forced to curtail
field work and concentrate on activities
such as visits to prisoners and assistance
for people within the town itself because
of serious security incidents in the north
and north-east.

The ICRC President visited Uganda from
24 to 27 March and held talks with high-
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