
FIELD OPERATIONS

AFRICA

Africa's vulnerability to
conflict only worsened in
1990, despite deep changes
in South Africa and the
independence of Namibia.
Wars continued to rage
throughout the continent,
leaving thousands dead,
thousands more injured,
and millions displaced or
seeking refuge in other
countries. Internal strife
spread through a host of
countries. Finally, first
in Liberia and then in
Rwanda, internal conflicts
broke out, ravaging these
small countries and desta-
bilizing two sub-regions.

At the beginning of 1990,
the ICRC had operational
delegations in 10 places:
Addis Ababa, Kampala, Khartoum, Luanda, Maputo, Mogadishu, Nairobi-Lokichokio,
N'Djamena, Pretoria and Windhoek. Later in the year, given the surge in needs for
humanitarian assistance mentioned above, delegations were established in Monrovia
and Kigali. The ICRC also maintained regional delegations in Dakar, Harare, Kin-
shasa, Lagos, Lome and Nairobi. They were especially instrumental in carrying out
the institution's mandate in the context of change which marked the continent in 1990.

The budget for 1990 operations in Africa, approved at the end of 1989, was originally
set at 180,015,300 Swiss francs. By the end of the year, taking into account budget
extensions and special appeals, it reached 218,445,600 francs. Total ICRC expenditure
in Africa in 1990 was 149,561,300 francs. Not all programmes were carried out in
their entirety due to major operational difficulties.
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Field Operations

Southern Africa

SOUTH AFRICA

Intensified unrest in the townships caused
greater humanitarian needs in 1990, as
the disturbances in Natal worsened and
spread to other regions as well, first ex-
tending down the Indian Ocean coast, and
then reaching the townships around
Johannesburg. Thousands died, thou-
sands more were wounded, and there was
widespread destruction of homes and pro-
perty. The ICRC, in cooperation with the
National Society, acted to relieve the
suffering of the victims of this strife by
implementing a family relief programme
and a relief programme for displaced
people in areas affected by the violence.

Representations and
activities for prisoners and detainees

Throughout 1990, the ICRC continued ef-
forts to visit people detained under the
Internal Security Act, and to all people
held for unrest-related reasons in facilities
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Justice and the Ministry of Law and
Order. Talks aimed at gaining access to
these detainees and sentenced prisoners
continued through the end of the year.

ICRC delegates visited security prisoners
held by the authorities in Transkei (con-
sidered an independent country by the
South African authorities) in January.
ICRC delegates visited seven security
prisoners, including one whose case was
then being heard, at a prison .under the
jurisdiction of the military council in
Transkei.

After the 6 August agreement between the
government and the ANC1 regarding a
plan to release prisoners held in connec-

1 African National Congress.

tion with the conflict, the ICRC set up
an exceptional assistance programme
for released prisoners. The programme
began on 1 September and provided the
prisoners with basic supplies worth a total
of about 16,000 Swiss francs to help them
reintegrate into society.

Activities for the
population in townships and rural areas

Regarding the high level of violence
prevailing in the townships (mainly in the
Natal and Reef areas), ICRC delegates
made numerous representations to the
groups involved. On these occasions, the
delegates continuously reminded their op-
posite numbers of the very basic rules to
be followed in order to spare the lives of
innocent victims. These dissemination ac-
tivities were intensified throughout the
year.

Assistance for prisoners' families

A major area of ICRC activity con-
cerned the provision of assistance to the
families of prisoners sentenced under the
Internal Security Act or for other unrest-
related reasons. This aid aimed at
avoiding material hardship caused by the
imprisonment of a family member.
Families of prisoners also received travel
vouchers to permit them to visit the
prisoners in detention.

Relief was provided to a monthly average
of 220 families through food vouchers,
and the delegation assisted in the transport
of approximately 400 people per month
to visit family members in detention.

The ICRC Tracing Agency in Pretoria
handled 171 Red Cross messages mainly
for people with a family member in a
country at war (Angola, for instance).
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Africa

Family relief programmes

In Natal, the ICRC's activity centred
around a joint ICRC-South African Red
Cross Society (SARCS) programme which
supplied food and non-food items such
as kitchen sets, jerrycans and blankets on
a one-off, case-by-case basis to displaced
people and to families who had lost their
breadwinner. In 1990, as violence spread
to other areas of the country, the ICRC
began similar programmes with Red Cross
regional branches in the Reef area near
Johannesburg and in Transkei, where
many families of migrant workers killed
in the strife near Johannesburg were left
in need.

Programmes for Mozambican refugees

Refugees from war-torn Mozambique
continued to enter South Africa by the
thousands through the homelands of
Gazankulu and Kangwane. Although they
were not considered refugees by the South
African authorities, the ICRC counted
these people and provided soap, blankets
and kitchen sets to them through three
relief committees in the homelands. This
assistance was provided to refugees for
a period of three months after arrival.
The delegation also made representations
to the authorities on several occasions
regarding attacks or alleged mistreatment
of some Mozambican refugees, and to en-
sure that they were not subject to arbitrary
arrest and expulsion.

Relief programmes for displaced people

Throughout 1990 the ICRC assisted
people displaced because of violence, in-
cluding fighting between supporters of the
ANC and Inkatha. It provided one-off
help consisting of blankets, food, cooking
utensils and first-aid kits to people fleeing
violence-stricken areas.

The delegation distributed about 33 ton-
nes of assistance, including food

packages, 4,772 blankets, 674 kitchen sets
and other goods, to families and dis-
placed people affected by the violence in
Transvaal. Other groups, including Natal
families and displaced people, families of
victims of the violence in Transkei and
Mozambican refugees, received over 40
tonnes of assistance in similar pro-
grammes.

Cooperation with the National Society

The ICRC worked with the National
Society in implementing the family
assistance programmes and in providing
assistance to displaced people in Natal,
in Southern Transvaal and in Transkei.
The ICRC and the Southern Transvaal
regional branch of the National Society
set up a joint programme for first-aid
training in black townships in November;
by the end of the year, over 400 people
had taken part in the course. In addition,
the ICRC encouraged the National So-
ciety to develop similar activities. It
also provided financial backing for the
Transkei Red Cross, which was largely
dependent on outside financing.

ANGOLA

The fighting in Angola's 15-year-old in-
ternal conflict worsened in 1990, making
it a particularly bleak year for the civilian
population. Among the most affected
people were those on the Planalto, or cen-
tral highland, and in the south-east, where
droughts and irregular rainfall disturbed
food production for the third consecutive
year.

In June, the ICRC submitted to the par-
ties to the conflict a memorandum in
which it proposed various means of ex-
tending its work throughout Angola.

In mid-year, the two sides agreed to per-
mit the ICRC to transport goods and per-
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