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ICRC President in Poland

On the invitation of the Polish Red Cross, the President of the
ICRC left Geneva on 25 May for Warsaw on a five day official visit
to Poland.1 Mr. Marcel A. Naville was accompanied by Mr. Melchior
Borsinger, Delegate General for Europe and Miss Paulette Tombet,
Head of the Central Tracing Agency.

Mr. Naville had a number of important talks with the Prime
Minister, Mr. J. Cyrankiewiez; the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr. S. Jedrychowski; the first Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr. J. Winiewicz; the Minister of Health and Social Welfare, Pro-
fessor J. Kostrzewski; and with the Deputy-Minister for National
and Higher Education, Mr. W. Winkel. These exchanges of views
were mainly with regard to the development of international
humanitarian law and to relief action for victims of conflicts.

The President of the ICRC also had introductory talks with
Professor Jan Rutkiewicz, President of the Polish Red Cross, and
conversed with members of the Society's presidium. He then
visited the coal-basins of Katowice and in the district of Krakow,
where he inspected Polish Red Cross first aid posts for dealing with
accidents in mines and factories and on roads and building sites.
Finally, Mr. Naville noted the achievements of the National Junior
Red Cross Section and met members of central committees of the
Polish Red Cross in the voivodships he visited.

During an official ceremony in Warsaw the ICRC President,
Miss Tombet and Mr. Borsinger were presented with the medal of
honour awarded to them by the Polish Red Cross.
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Greece

In May the ICRC continued the mission it started on 24 Novem-
ber 1969, consistent with the agreement it reached with the Greek
Government. Its delegates visited the gendarmerie commissariat
in Bouboulinas Street in Athens on 22 May. In the presence of a
police officer they talked with several recently arrested persons
whose interrogation was under way.

In co-operation with the Ministry of Social Affairs and the
Hellenic Red Cross, the ICRC delegation in Athens chartered a
ship to convey 186 needy persons to the island of Leros in the
Dodecanese to see relatives in detention. The visit of these people
to the prison went smoothly on 28 May.

On 28, 29 and 30 May the delegates talked freely in private
with administrative deportees detained in the Leros-Lakki and
Leros-Partheni camps, and also with sick detainees in the peni-
tentiary section of the hospital on Leros. As an exceptional measure,
delegates were permitted access on 1 June to the Boyati military
camp.

In May 170 persons went to the ICRC delegation in Athens
seeking information about their relatives.

Middle East

Delegate General's Mission.—Continuing his Middle East mission,
Mr. A. Rochat, Delegate General of the ICRC for this area, was
in Syria from 19 to 26 May, and in the Lebanon from 26 to 29 May.

In the Syrian capital, Mr. Rochat had talks on the subject
of the application of the Geneva Conventions with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Mustapha El Saied; the Minister of Health,
Dr. Rdwai; and with the Deputy-Ministers of Foreign Affairs, of
the Interior and of Defence, Mr. Al-Ghani, General Naboulsi and
General Ghazal. He also met the President of the Syrian Red
Cross, Professor Chatti and the Secretary General of the National
Society, Mr. Chattila. In addition, he saw the Mayor of Kuneitra,
Mr. Anfan Tailouni. Finally, he visited three camps at Jermana,
Bizeh and Deraa for persons displaced from the Golan Heights.1
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Mr. J. Cyrankiewicz, President of the Council of Ministers of the Polish
People's Republic, greeting Mr. M. A. Naville, President of the ICRC, at the
Government building (right: Mr. J. Rutkiewicz.)

POLOGNE

Mr. J. Rutkiewicz, President of the Polish Red Cross (on left) and Mrs.
J. Domanska, Vice-President, welcome the ICRC President to the head-
quarters of the National Society in Warsaw.



On the ceasefire line between Israel and Syria, near Kuneitra: (from left to right)
ICRC delegates Mr. de Rougemont, Mr. de Heller, Mr. Payot and Mr. Rochat,
delegate-general.

ICRC Delegate-General's Mission in Near East

Accompanied by ICRC delegates Mr. Daniel and Mr. Munier, Mr. Rochat visits a
displaced persons camp in Syria.
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In the Lebanon, the representative of the International Com-
mittee met on 27 May the President of the Republic, Mr. Charles
Helou, and the Prime Minister, Mr. Rachid Karame". Later, he
exchanged views with the President of the Lebanese Red Cross,
Mrs. Issa El Khoury. The following day he had a second meeting
with the Head of State, and later met the commander-in-chief of
the Lebanese Army. His discussions with them were focussed on the
plight of the civilian inhabitants in the South of Lebanon, following
recent events.

Israel and the occupied territories

Visit to displaced persons in Sinai.—On 18 and 19 May, 1970,
ICRC delegates in Israel and the occupied territories visited, for the
second time, six Palestinian notables kept under house arrest by
the Israeli armed forces in the occupied territory of Sinai. They
enquired into their detention conditions and distributed comforts
and mail.

Visits to Syrian and Palestinian prisoners of war.—A wounded
Syrian soldier was captured on 27 May 1970 by Israeli armed forces
in the region of Kuneitra. ICRC delegates in Israel and the occupied
territories visited him on 29 May in the hospital where he is under
treatment, and handed him family messages. They also visited
on 31 May eight Palestinian combatants who had been taken pri-
soner in the South of Lebanon on 13 May last by Israeli armed forces.

As in the case of the prisoners captured at Karameh, the ICRC
requested the Israeli authorities to grant these detainees treatment
similar to that of prisoners of war, in conformity with the humani-
tarian provisions of the Illrd Geneva Convention.

Visits to Places of Detention.—The ninth series of visits to places
of detention in Israel and the occupied territories took place from
14 April to 19 May 1970. The ICRC delegates saw some 3,500 Arab
detainees in 14 prisons. On 2 June they visited 69 United Arab Repu-
blic and 10 Lebanese prisoners of war at the Sarafand military prison.

In the course of these visits the delegates enquired into detention
conditions. Their reports will be forwarded as customary to the
Detaining Powers and the prisoners' own governments.
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United Arab Republic

Visit to Israeli prisoners of war.—The ICRC delegate in the
United Arab Republic visited on 25 and 26 May 1970 four Israeli
prisoners of war, one of whom had been wounded and was under
treatment at a hospital, and on 1 June 1970, at the request of the
Egyptian authorities, an Israeli soldier who had been captured on
29 May and was seriously wounded. After visiting this prisoner in a
Cairo hospital the International Committee representative asked
that he be repatriated, pursuant to article 110 of the Illrd 1949
Geneva Convention.

On 11 June he visited four Israeli prisoners of war, some captured
in December 1969, others in February 1970. One of these detainees
had been in hospital for the treatment of his wounds but had
joined his comrades in detention.

Jordan

Following the events in Jordan between 8 and 14 June 1970 the
ICRC had to meet an emergency situation. Three categories of
victims had need of immediate assistance, namely the wounded
Jordanians, and Palestinians, many of whom were left without
treatment in hospitals due to lack of medicaments and, especially,
of blood; foreign nationals held as hostages in three hotels in
Amman by the Palestinian commandos; and foreign residents in
Jordan wishing to leave the country but no longer having the
means of doing so.

To help the wounded, the ICRC sent from Beirut to Amman on
12 June Mr. Andre Rochat, the Delegate-General for the Middle
East. He took with him 1,000 units of blood substitute lent by
the Lebanese Red Cross. This blood substitute, immediately on
Mr. Rochat's arrival in Amman, was handed to a representative of
the Ministry of Health for the various hospitals where there were
victims.

On the same day a DC-6 chartered by the ICRC left Geneva for
Jordan with six tons of antibiotics, blood substitute, blood plasma,
dressing material and X-ray films. Mr. J. Eggimann, delegate, and
Dr. B. Martin, doctor-delegate, were on board.
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In the meanwhile, the ICRC delegates visited the hostages in
the three hotels in Amman and intervened with a view to their
immediate release.

The evacuation of foreign nationals began on 12 June. The
convoys, formed and escorted by ICRC delegates, took the people
concerned to Amman airport. Four ICRC aircraft enabled 540
persons of various nationalities, including the families of United
Nations officials, to leave Jordan between Friday 12 and Saturday
13 June. The foreign hostages, released after agreement had been
reached between the Jordan authorities and the Palestinian
organizations, were evacuated by the same flights. In addition the
DC-6 chartered to the ICRC conveyed 80 persons to Beirut after
unloading in Amman six tons of medical supplies.

For all these operations, which took place under the protective
sign of the red cross, the ICRC was given every facility by the Jor-
danian authorities. It also received the full co-operation and support
of the Palestinian organizations' High Command which, inter alia,
made Red Crescent vehicles available.

Syria

Family reunions and repatriation of dead.—On 28 May 1970,
ICRC delegates in Israel and Syria carried out a family reunion
operation at Kuneitra. This enabled 21 persons to join their families
on both sides of the cease-fire line.

On 31 May and 3 June 1970 at the Israelo-Syrian cease-fire line,
the bodies of three Syrian soldiers, killed in recent fighting, were
handed over to the Syrian authorities in the presence of ICRC
delegates in Israel and Syria.

Yemen Arab Republic

Relief Distribution.—In the second fortnight of May 1970 the
ICRC delegates in the Yemen Arab Republic, continuing the food
assistance which was begun some years ago, delivered 2,045 kilos
of powdered milk and 570 kilos of cheese to several hospitals.
These distributions help, each month, some 5,600 needy people and
hospital patients. The ICRC delegates also delivered medicaments,
inter alia penicilline and blood plasma, to the Ministry of Health.
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Khamer Hospital.—In May 1970 the ICRC medical team in the
Khamer hospital operated on a score of patients. The polyclinic
treated an average of 100 patients a day.

Opening of the Artificial Limb Workshop.—The installation of
the ICRC artificial limb workshop in Sana'a was completed to
the general satisfaction. It was made possible by the assistance of
the Yemen Arab Republic Ministry of Health.

The artificial limb technician sent to Sana'a by the ICRC on
10 March 1970, Mr. J. Gherels, began production at the beginning of
June. Two Yemeni nationals, one a metal worker, the other a
carpenter, have been taken on and are being initiated by Mr. Gherels
in the production of artificial limbs and equipment for amputees.

In addition, a Belgian physiotherapist who has already served
with the ICRC, Mr. Michel J. C. Tavernier, arrived in Sana'a on
15 June. He will be concerned with the functional re-education of
the disabled, their adaptation and the correct use of artificial limbs.

People's Republic of Southern Yemen

End of a mission.—The medical team placed at the disposal
of the ICRC by the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
of the USSR for the Aden republican hospital in the People's
Republic of Southern Yemen terminated its mission on 20 May 1970,
after six months' fruitful work.

This highly qualified team, consisting of Professor Anatoliy
Akimov, Dr. Aleksei Glagolev, surgeon, and Dr. Evgueniy Janov,
anaesthetist, had arrived in Aden on 18 November 1969. It treated
a total of 1562 cases of various kinds, and tended 4870 patients in
the out-patients ward.

The return of Professor Akimov and his colleagues to Moscow
marks the end of medical assistance furnished by the ICRC to
the People's Republic of Southern Yemen since November 1967,
following the departure of all foreign medical personnel who had
worked in that country.

Relief Distribution.—-In April and May 1970 the ICRC delegates
in the People's Republic of Southern Yemen distributed powdered
milk to 1,600 families (nearly 10,000 people) in the populous
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districts of Mansoura-Sheik Othman. At Lahej, chief town of the
second administrative district, 450 families also each received
2 kilos of powdered milk.

Family Messages.—Since their capture, following the events at
Wadihia in November 1969, the Saudi Arabian and South Yemeni
prisoners of war and their families have exchanged 156 messages.

Republic of Vietnam

Visits to places of detention.—ICRC delegates in the Republic
of Vietnam visited several places of detention during May 1970:
they went to the collecting points at Phuoc Vinh and Long Binh,
both under United States Forces administration, and to re-education
centres run by Vietnamese Armed Forces at Da Nang, Trug Giang,
Cantho, and Phu Vinh.

ICRC representatives also visited the Nguyen Hue" military
hospital at Nha Trang, the Cong Hoa military hospital at Saigon
and the hospital at Tay Ninh. In addition, they were able to see
prisoners of war, captured in Cambodia by Vietnamese troops and
transferred to the Republic of Vietnam.

In all these places, the delegates made inquiries into detention
conditions, and reports on these visits will be transmitted, as usual,
to the Detaining Authorities.

Cambodia

Application of the Geneva Conventions.—In May, the ICRC
received assurances from the Cambodian Government that its
delegates would be granted all the facilities needed to carry out
their humanitarian mission and that they would be allowed to
meet victims of every category. Then, at the beginning of June,
the Phnom-Penh authorities, in a letter addressed to Mr. Andre
Durand, Delegate-General of the ICRC for Asia, confirmed their
intention to apply the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

Relief to displaced persons.—The Cambodian Red Cross have
reckoned the number of victims of this conflict at some 75,000 Cam-
bodians who had to flee from their homes and nearly 90,000 Viet-
namese waiting to be moved back to their country of origin. These
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people are completely destitute, and their plight is made even
worse by the coming of the monsoon.

During their stay in Cambodia, the delegates of the ICRC and
the League visited several collecting points for Vietnamese, as
well as hospitals where victims were being treated. They also
visited prisoners of war in a Phnom-Penh military hospital.

In addition, the ICRC bought relief supplies, and handed them
over to the Cambodian Red Cross for distribution to Vietnamese
grouped around the capital and for Cambodians who had abandoned
their homes.

The supplies bought by the ICRC for distribution by the Cam-
bodian Red Cross to the Vietnamese included 30 tons of rice,
sweetened condensed milk, tarpaulins and metal sheets and, to
the displaced Cambodians, clothing, rice and metal sheets for
constructing rain-shelters.

ICRC delegates in Cambodia went to the provinces of Prey
Veng and Svay Rieng (" Parrot's Beak " area). They took with them
about 15 cases of sweetened condensed milk and 5 tons of rice,
which were handed over to the Red Cross Provincial Committee
of Svay Rieng to be distributed to Cambodian refugees.

Tracing of missing persons.—Thirty persons were reported
missing in Cambodia during April and May 1970. The Central
Tracing Agency of the ICRC, which has received urgent requests
for news of those missing from their families, has transmitted the
list of names to the authorities of the opposing forces.

Laos

Following an ICRC Appeal.—On 27 April last, the ICRC
launched an international appeal in favour of the wounded and the
sick, and of some 40,000 persons displaced by the recent events.1

Cash donations from 14 National Red Cross Societies, totalling
at 19 June 1970 the sum of 161,355 Swiss francs had already been
sent or had been promised to the ICRC.

As for donations in kind, they consist of medicaments, donated
by four National Red Cross Societies.

1 See International Review, May, 1970.
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Visits to camps for displaced persons and to a hospital.—On
28 and 29 May 1970, Mr. A. Beaud, head of ICRC relief services,
accompanied by ICRC delegates in Laos, visited Meos refugee
camps and the civilian and military hospital at Paksan.

In Muong Kao camp, sheltering 123 families (about 750 persons),
the representatives of the International Committee distributed
mosquito-nets, underclothes, cooking-pots and rice. It was also
found necessary to provide vitamins and antimalarial drugs,
because of the poor state of health of these inhabitants who had
been moved from their homes and who do not stand well the
climate of the low-lying areas.

The Nong Deng camp shelters 76 families (about 460 persons),
who received the same kind of relief as those at Muong Kao. The
delegates also visited the camp at Hovei-Siet and the civilian and
military hospital at Paksan.

Brazil

On the first stage of its Amazon expedition, the ICRC medical
mission arrived at the Ilha do Bananal reservation, at the boundary
of the States of Mato Grosso and Goias.1 The three doctors, B. Aaker-
ren, S. Bakker and R. Habersang with Mr. Serge Nessi, ICRC
Delegate General for Latin America, and Mr. R. Fiirst, a Swiss
ethnologist, from the time they left Rio de Janeiro, have been
accompanied by Dr. A. Borges dos Santos, a doctor of the Brazilian
Red Cross.

In the " open " reservation of Ilha do Bananal, inhabited by
about 2,000 Indians, the team visited four tribes. It took blood
samples and made various tests. The major diseases diagnosed
were malaria, tuberculosis and broncho-pulmonary sicknesses.
Samples obtained will be examined in laboratories in Europe.

Medicines were delivered by the ICRC team to the Indian
Hospital in the reservation.

On 23 May, the team flew to the area of the Upper Xingu in the
north-eastern part of Mato Grosso. Nearly 2,000 Indians, who live
out of touch with civilization, inhabit this " closed " reservation,
of some 22,500 sq. kilometres.
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After contacting half-a-dozen tribes, the team left on 28 May
for Cuiaba where it stayed until 4 June, and where it met the
Xavante and Bororo tribes. Then it went on to Vilhena in the terri-
tory of Rondonia, near where the Brazilian region of the Amazon
borders Bolivia.

The team's doctors made medical observations among members
of the Nambiquaras and Meirelles tribes, and took blood samples
which will be sent to laboratories for analysis.

On 13 June, the mission left Vilhena for Porto Velho, whence it
was to make for Guajara Mirim on the Mamore", a tributary of the
Amazon.

Mr. Nessi, ICRC Delegate General for Latin America, who had
accompanied the mission during the first weeks of its expedition,
went back to Rio de Janeiro on 1 June for talks with the Brazilian
authorities before returning to Switzerland.

Rwanda and Burundi

Within the framework of celebrations organized by the ICRC
for World Red Cross Day, Mr. E. Regenass, Assistant Director of
the ICRC, visited Rwanda and Burundi from 6 to 17 May 1970.
His mission was to demonstrate the interest taken by the ICRC in
the Red Cross Society that is in process of constitution in the former
country and in the newly-recognized National Society in the latter.
In addition it was to underline the significance of World Red Cross
Day to the authorities, as well as to Red Cross members and the
general public, and to introduce to military and civilian leaders,
and to university and secondary school students, ICRC action
today and the principles which govern it.

Rwanda — At Kigali, Kabgayi and Butare, Mr. Regenass gave
talks which aroused an excellent response, especially among high
school students who showed a keen interest in the problems that
the Red Cross has to solve, in their own country as well as inter-
nationally.

At Kigali, he addressed 80 National Guard officers on the Geneva
Conventions, and made a speech at a gala reception organized on
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Rio de Janeiro: The ICRC mission, which several senior officials of the Brazilian
Red Cross came to see off, about to set out (left to right: Dr. Habersang, Dr. Aaker-
ren, Mr. Nessi, Dr. Bakker, Mr. Fiirst).

In the south of the Mato Grosso: Dr. Bakker, of the ICRC medical team,
giving an antibiotic injection to an Indian of the Bororo tribe.



BRAZIL

ICRC delegates go by boat on the Araguaia River to
the tribes in llha do Bananal...

. . . and by air to the Upper Xingu tribes.



THAILAND

•«*•'

The Red Cross Juniors have translated into Thai the textbook " The Red
Cross and My Country ", which they chose as the theme for an exhibition
at the National Society's headquarters in Bangkok.



INDONESIA

Interview at Djakarta, ICRC delegate J.-M.
Laverriere (left) with Mr. Siwabessy, Minister of
Health (centre) and Mr. ljas, Indonesian Red
Cross Secretary-General (right).

The ICRC representative greets a contingent of
Red Cross first-aiders at Kuala Lumpur. (Right),
President of the local section.

MALAYSIA
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8 May by the Red Cross, at which leading figures of the Society,
including notably its President, Mr. Hakizimana, Minister of
Health, were present.

Burundi — Mr. Regenass took the opportunity, during a short
stay in the capital, Bujumbura, to visit the Burundi Red Cross and
to call upon its Secretary General, Mr. Juvenal Madirisha.

In addition, he delivered two addresses: one, before fifty
pupils of the Grand S6minaire, most of them first aiders, who
were keenly alive to the current problems of the Red Cross and the
work it carries out; the other, before twenty officers of the Army
General Staff and Bujumbura garrison. Here, too, the accounts
of the Red Cross and its functions were greeted positively.

Mrs. J. Egger, formerly ICRC delegate in the Congo, and now
working in Rwanda and Burundi for the Swiss Red Cross, was of
great help to the International Committee representative.

Ethiopia

As mentioned in our last month's issue, the ICRC opened on
8 May 1970 at Yaounde' (Cameroun) its first Regional Delegation
in Africa.

On 25 May, it received the approval of the authorities at Addis
Ababa for the establishment of its second Regional Delegation in
the Ethiopian capital. It will thus be represented in both West
and East Africa by permanent delegates, whose functions will be
to carry out the tasks incumbent on them under the Geneva Con-
ventions, to establish links between neighbouring National Societies,
and to develop the dissemination of humanitarian principles in
this area of the world.

Nigeria

The ICRC received from the Nigerian Government official
confirmation of the release of all remaining prisoners of war. They
had been visited on several occasions by ICRC delegates.

387




