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a complex object. The concept " protected persons " or " protected
property " expresses but a half-truth for, to the extent that the
law of war protects persons or property, it also protects the belli-
gerent enemy of the State to which those persons and that property
belong.

It serves the law of war because it serves the objective of that
law, its humanizing and civilizing design, which it achieves by
regulating and limiting violence and by facilitating the restoration
of peace. The author states on pages 391-392 that the statute pro-
tects neutrals and belligerents equally by forbidding both from
committing acts which are directly or indirectly belligerent towards
each other. It protects neutrality itself and neutrality's primary
objective, that is to say the elimination of violence and the
restoring of peace.

/• H. P.

MARIE-ANTOINETTE RUPP: «LE SERVICE SOCIAL
DANS LA SOCIETE FRANCAISE D'AUJOURD'HUI»

For some years social workers have observed the continual
transformation of their profession, and an overall view such as
is to be found in this book is particularly interesting. It prompts
us to enquire into the profound significance of their daily task
and it is likely to become widely known among such constant
interlocutors of social services as administrators, industrialists,
doctors, psychologists, educators and youth leaders and although
the author is concerned only with France, she in fact analyses
the present forms of western society and refers to them to under-
stand and make understood the social service role.

The raison d'etre of social service fifty years ago—welfare
assistance, protection of the weak and unadapted—is still the
major activity. But economic and social evolution—industriali-
zation and urbanization — far from making the social worker's
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job easier has made it more complicated and varied. Their training,
formerly hospital, legal and administrative, relies more and more
on the social sciences.

Explaining future trends in social service, Mrs. Rupp considers
that soon it will be taken over by technicians, the " caseworkers "
and the " groupworkers", community leaders, social admini-
strators and specialists in social research. She concludes with the
following passage showing the importance she attaches to human
dignity, which it is the social service's objective to develop among
the people with whom it is concerned:

" Let us not forget the main principles underlying social work:
respect for other persons' rights to aspire to a better economic,
social and cultural level, limited only by the criterion of the
common good; respect for the freedom of others to decide their
objectives and to develop and select the theoretical and practical
means thereto; respect for other people whatever their cultural or
social peculiarities or former failures; the contribution of each
person to his own development; the desire of each person to repay
other members of the community for services received, as soon
as it is possible to do so " 1.

J.-G. L.

PAQUERETTE VILLENEUVE:
«EDUQUER LES ENFANTS DEFICIENTS »l

Under this title, the author gives a historical and practical
outline of the efforts undertaken to educate handicapped children,
both young and old, and to develop in them " the feeling that
the human community is not barred to them ". Only a specialized
educator can guide defenceless beings towards the acquisition of
those faculties through the exercise of which they will, slowly

1 Our translation.
• Published by UNESCO, Paris, 1970, 80 pages.
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