
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE
OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

In its preceding issue, International Review had announced,
after publishing the text of two letters in which the ICRC drew the
attention of National Societies to the importance of an ever-wider
diffusion of the Geneva Conventions, that a further letter would be
printed relative to University courses on international humanitarian
law. This runs as follows:

In its circular sent in January 1971, the International Committee
of the Red Cross had the honour to inform you, in a provisional
account, of the action undertaken by some thirty National Societies
in the important realm of the dissemination of knowledge on the
Geneva Conventions, consistent with resolution IX adopted by the
XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross at Istanbul.

Although many governments and National Societies have taken
steps to diffuse the Conventions among their armed forces, National
Society members, school children and the public in general, it also
appears advisable that humanitarian law be systematically taught
in universities. The general increase of violence, the escalation of
conflicts of all types and the terrifying advance of military tech-
nology make it necessary that an increased effort be made to
disseminate the principles of the Red Cross and the Conventions
in all sectors.

Experience has shown, indeed, that it is essential that all who,
for one reason or another, are required to apply the Geneva Con-
ventions should first know them as accurately as possible.

The International Committee has already suggested that
humanitarian law should be taught in university faculties of law,
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political science and medicine. Various documents have been pub-
lished to that effect, of particular note among them being the
" Course of Five Lessons " on the Geneva Conventions.

Efforts in this field have already produced some result, several
faculties of law having included courses on humanitarian law in
their programmes. Geneva University has even founded a Chair
of International Humanitarian Law to which Mr. Jean Pictet,
Vice-President of the ICRC and Chairman of the Legal Commission,
has been appointed.

Moreover, at the Conference of Red Cross Experts on the
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian
Law, which met at The Hague from 1 to 6 March last,1 the ICRC
observed with pleasure that the National Societies, too, realized
the pressing need to intensify the diffusion of the Conventions
which should henceforth be taught more thoroughly at all levels.
In this respect renewed effort is called for, particularly among the
armed forces, young people and university students.

This year, the interest aroused by the development of humani-
tarian law and by the various conferences of experts to promote
the study thereof offers a noteworthy opportunity to draw the
attention of universities to these problems and to interest professors
in this branch of law.

For that reason, the International Committee urges all National
Societies to examine ways and means of introducing or developing
the study of humanitarian law in general and of the Geneva Con-
ventions in particular in their countries' universities. For that
purpose, National Societies must be able to count on the assistance
of their governments, since the four Geneva Conventions contain
provisions according to which the signatory States undertake to
introduce the study thereof in their programmes of military and
civil instruction.2

In order to render this new project more easily and systema-
tically attainable, we have drawn up two questionnaires. One
is intended for National Societies, and the second for universities.

1 See International Review, April 1971.
2 Articles 47 of the First Convention, 48 of the Second, 127 of the Third

and 144 of the Fourth.
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The first of these questionnaires is general in nature and is designed
to obtain the opinions and suggestions of National Societies con-
cerning our project.

The National Societies which agree to give us their active support
—and we hope they will be many—are requested to contact their
countries' universities to submit them the second questionnaire
which, as said above, is intended for them. This second question-
naire is to find out what the universities are already doing in this
branch and what else they would be prepared to do.

On the basis of replies, we shall carry out a comparative study
and report to all National Societies and universities which so
wish. This study will permit the National Societies to continue
discussions with the universities, to bring to their attention what is
being done elsewhere, and to suggest further action. In case inter-
national humanitarian law is not taught in your country, would
you please state this in the questionnaire.

To enable you to sustain the interest of universities which are
prepared to study our suggestion, we attach hereto a brief biblio-
graphy 1 of writings on international humanitarian law which
might provide a basis for teaching courses. Needless to say, we
shall at any time be willing to indicate any other literature which
might be of use to professors and students.

1 A list of publications on the Geneva Conventions and Red Cross Princi-
ples is annexed to the letter.
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT

AND RED LION AND SUN SOCIETIES

1. Does your Society share the ICRC view as to the importance
and necessity of teaching international humanitarian law,
in particular the Geneva Conventions, at university level?

2. Is your Society prepared to support this scheme and take the
necessary steps to discuss its implementation with the universi-
ties, higher institutes and relevant authorities of your country ?

3. If so, please indicate names and addresses of universities and
institutes that you intend to contact.

4. In what way do you propose to do this (in writing, or through
meetings) and how could the ICRC be of assistance ?

5. If you yourselves are reluctant to take these preliminary steps,
do you think that the ICRC should do so?

6. If so, please give names, positions and addresses of the appro-
priate persons with whom you suggest we should get in touch.

QUESTIONNAIRE TO UNIVERSITIES

The purpose of this questionnaire, devised by the International
Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva, is to determine the im-
portance given today to the teaching of international humanitarian
law, in particular the Geneva Conventions, in universities.

It is the earnest desire of the ICRC to see this subject taught on a
more extensive scale, and the comparative survey that will be
made of the replies coming in will permit to find out more precisely
how, and in what direction, the diffusion of this branch of inter-
national public law must develop.

I. Present state of the teaching of international humanitarian law

1. Please list below, by faculties, the subjects where the Geneva
Conventions are studied, stating whether they are compulsory,
or optional, or may be taken as an extra subject.
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2. How many hours are devoted to the study of international
humanitarian law, in particular the Geneva Conventions, in
each of the subjects mentioned?

3. How many students are there this year attending lectures in
these subjects?

4. Is there an examination paper on the Geneva Conventions ?
5. Are the following basic books and publications available to

students in your library?
— The Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949.
— The Commentaries on the Conventions in 4 volumes.
— Handbook of the International Red Cross.
— The International Review of the Red Cross (monthly).
— Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva Conventions (edited by

the ICRC).
— Red Cross Principles, by Jean Pictet.

6. If you have not got some of the above books, kindly mark a
cross on the attached list against the titles of those you would
like to have.

7. Do you know of any thesis or other studies on international
humanitarian law that have been presented in the course of
the past few years ?

II. Development of the teaching of international humanitarian law
in universities

1. Do you believe that the creation of a chair in international
humanitarian law would be warranted in your country ?

2. Do you consider that it is possible to develop the teaching of
international humanitarian law in your University?

3. If so, when and how ?
4. Are you of the opinion that a scholarship or a prize awarded

to the best work on a subject of international humanitarian
law would stimulate students to take increasing interest in this
field?

5. Would you like to receive a copy of the comparative survey
that the ICRC will make on all the replies to this questionnaire
that will be sent in ?
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