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Near East

Reuniting of families.—The ICRC delegates in the Near East
arranged the reuniting of a number of families: two persons on
19 November and a further seven on 25 November joined their
families in the occupied territory of the Golan Heights. At El
Qantara on the Suez Canal an operation on a larger scale took place
on 9 December when 90 Palestinians returned to the occupied
territory of Gaza-Sinai and 183 other persons rejoined their families
in the United Arab Republic.

Israel and the occupied territories

Visits to prisoners of war.—On 15 November 1970 the ICRC
delegates in' Israel visited, at the Sarafand military camp prison,
all the prisoners of war in Israel: 69 from the United Arab Republic,
39 from Syria, 10 from the Lebanon and 1 from Jordan. These
prisoners are visited from time to time by ICRC delegates, who
paid a further visit to this prison on 6 December.

Visits to prisons.—From 7 October to 11 November 1970 the
ICRC delegates carried out the twelfth series of visits to prisons in
Israel and the occupied territories. They went to 13 places of
detention where they saw 3,249 Arab detainees. They enquired
into detention conditions and interviewed without witnesses
detainees of their choice.

Parcels of fruit, biscuits and cigarettes are distributed each
month to detainees who have not been visited by their families for
three months. In October, 420 prisoners received such parcels and
494 in November. In addition, the delegation again organized bus
transport for families unable to afford the fare to visit detained
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relatives. In October 1970, 3,062 people took advantage of this bus
service.

As customary, reports on these visits are issued to the detaining
authorities and to the detainees' own government.

United Arab Republic

Repatriation of detainees.—During a family reuniting operation
at El Qantara, on the Suez Canal, on 4 November 1970, ICRC
delegates for Israel and the occupied territories arranged repatria-
tion to the United Arab Republic of five detainees from the Gaza
prison.

Visit to prisoners of war.—On 6 December 1970 the ICRC
delegates visited two wounded Israeli prisoners of war in a Cairo
hospital. They also visited the other ten Israeli prisoners of war on
10 December.

Lebanon

On 2 November a herd of goats which had strayed into Israel
during a storm was returned to the owner in the Lebanon. On 9 and
11 November two Lebanese civilians were repatriated to
Roshanikra. A fishing boat belonging to one of them was towed to
the territorial waters limit on 16 November and returned to its
owner.

These operations were carried out under ICRC auspices, as also
was the repatriation of an Israeli civilian arrested on 11 November
1970 at Yaroun and released by the Lebanese authorities on
17 November.

Syria

The ICRC delegate in Syria visited three Israeli prisoners of war
on 28 November 1970. Two of the prisoners were captains captured
by the Syrian armed forces on 2 April 1970; the third a lieutenant
taken prisoner on 26 June last.

The delegate enquired into detention conditions. The report
is delivered to the detaining authorities and the prisoners' govern-
ment.

27



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

On 10 December 1970, he visited an Israeli civilian who had
been detained since the beginning of the year.

Yemen Arab Republic

Artificial limb workshop.—In October 1970, sixteen more disab-
led persons brought to 108 the number of patients at Sana'a
requiring artificial limbs. Nine have started training to use their
prostheses.

In the same month the Yemeni apprentices under the guidance
of Mr. Gherels, the ICRC limb-maker, produced nine artificial legs
and the first arm prosthesis. Nine pairs of crutches were issued.1

Donation of medicines and surgical equipment.—Following the
withdrawal at the end of August of the ICRC medical mission from
the Khamer hospital in the north of the country, the ICRC decided
to give its medicines and surgical equipment there to two Sana'a
hospitals. The ICRC delegates handed over the donation in October.

Democratic and Popular Republic of the Yemen

The ICRC delegate in the Democratic and Popular Republic of
the Yemen, in the first fortnight of December 1970, visited all the
prisoners of war captured during the Wadihia incident in December
1969.

On 6 December he visited the 37 Saudi prisoners of war detained
in the Democratic and Popular Republic of the Yemen and a few
days later he went to Saudi Arabia to visit the 24 South Yemeni
prisoners of war.

ICRC mission in South-East Asia

From 3 November to 10 December 1970 Mr. Jean Ott, ICRC
Delegate-General for Asia, and Mr. Michel Barde, Delegate, carried
out a fact-finding mission to various ICRC delegations in South-
East Asia.

They first went to India where they represented the ICRC at
the ceremony commemorating the jubilee of the Indian Red Cross
Society. We shall be giving an account of this in our next issue.

1 See International Review, October 1970.
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The Peruvian Red Cross has undertaken to deliver relief supplies
from the ICRC to political prisoners. Cuzco: Peruvian Red Cross
Administrative Director, Mr. Campos (with Mr. E. Leemann, ICRC
delegate, on his right) signs the list of medicines...

PERU

...and at Huancayo he issues detainees with blankets from the
National Society.
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Whilst in India they met Shri V. V. Giri, President of the
Republic, Shri Gopal Swarup Pathak, Vice-President, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, Prime Minister, and Shri Satya Narayan Sinha, Minister
of Information. As the guests of the Red Cross, they were received
by Shri K. K. Shah, Chairman of the Managing Body, Dr. Gurbax
Singh, Vice-Chairman, and Major General S.S. Maitra, Secretary
General, together with their colleagues.

In Thailand Mr. Ott and Mr. Barde met the Chief of the Central
Bureau, Khun Bibidh Virajjakar, and other leading members.

They then went to the Republic of Vietnam and had talks with
several members of the Government and of the Red Cross, namely
Mr. Tran-van-Lam, Minister of Foreign Affairs, General Nguyen-
van-Vy, Minister of National Defence, Dr. Tran Minh Tung,
Minister of Health, Colonel Sanh, Director of Prison Correctional
Institutions, Colonel Nguyen-Quoc-Tuan, Head of the Vietnamese
Army Staff " Premier Bureau ", General Hoan, Head Physician,
Mr. Chat, Secretary of State for the Interior and Mr. Nguyen Phu
Due, Special Assistant to the President of the Republic for Political
Affairs.

They also had discussions with members of the Red Cross, with
the US Ambassador to Saigon, Mr. E. Bunker, and with several
other American officials.

With Mr. J. Millioud, Head of the ICRC Delegation in Saigon,
and Mr. Junod, Delegate, they met Dr. Pham-van-Hat, President
of the Red Cross of the Republic of Vietnam, Mr. Trung, Vice-
President, and their colleagues.

Mr. Ott and Mr. Barde took advantage of their presence in the
Republic of Vietnam to visit several places of detention and to take
part in a seminar attended by all ICRC delegates on mission in
South-East Asia.

The next stage of the journey was the Khmer Republic where
they were received in audience by the President of the Council of
Ministers, General Lon Nol. They also met Mr. Koun Wick, Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Chau Xeng Ua, Minister for Social Welfare
and Labour, and Brigadier General Kang Keng, Minister of Health.
They also visited the President of the Cambodian Red Cross, Miss
Plech Phiroun, and the Secretary-General Mr. Khiou Bonthonn.

31



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

They also inspected two Cambodian refugee camps and a camp of
Vietnamese at Phnom-Penh.

Mr. Ott and Mr. Barde next spent several days in Laos where
they were granted interviews by Mr. Ratanavong, Director of
Political and Foreign Affairs, Mr. Khoupom Pangar, the Prime
Minister's Representative for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Oudon Souvanna-
vong, President of the Lao Red Cross and Inspector of Public
Health, and Mr. Khampai Abhay, Secretary of State for Public
Health. Mr. Ott was also received in audience by H. H. Prince
Souvanaphouma.

The last stage of the journey was to Nepal. There Mr. Ott and
Mr. Barde had contacts with Dr. Jaya-N. Giri, Secretary-General of
the Nepal Red Cross and they visited a camp for Tibetan refugees.

Republic of Vietnam

In October 1970, the delegates and doctors of the ICRC in the
Republic of Vietnam visited the prisoner of war camps of Qui-
Nhon, Can-Tho, Pleiku and Bien-Hoa, administered by the Viet-
namese armed forces. In each of these places of detention, they were
able to speak without witnesses with prisoners of their own choice.
They also visited two correctional institutions at Quang-Ngai and
Qui-Nhon.

Khmer Republic

Visits to refugee camps.—On 4 November 1970, the delegates of
the ICRC in the Khmer Republic visited at Phnom-Penh Viet-
namese refugees in the camp set up by the Cao-Dai as well as
Cambodian refugees living in the " Jeunesse de Sauvetage " camp.

In the Cao-Dai camp there are 675 Vietnamese belonging to
133 families. These displaced persons arrived on 26 October last
in Phnom-Penh, coming from the region around Bac Pre"a (Battam-
bang Province), and are being gradually repatriated by river.

The " Jeunesse de Sauvetage " camp shelters 635 Cambodian
refugees, most of them from Rattanakiri Province.

On 18 November the delegates went to the camp of Chak
Angre" on the Ta Khman road at the outskirts of Phnom-Penh.
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There are in this camp 63 Cambodian families, totalling 383 per-
sons, from the provinces of Rattanakiri and Kompong-Cham.

Many families were made homeless on 20 November, when a
munitions depot exploded in Phnom-Penh. A reception camp was
immediately opened and the following day the ICRC delegates,
accompanied by a representative of the Cambodian Red Cross,
visited the camp in which some 2,500 families were living whilst
seeking new homes.

Laos

On 10 October 1970, a delegate and a doctor-delegate of the
ICRC visited Samkhe Prison at Vientiane and saw the prisoners of
war there. The delegates enquired into detention conditions and
interviewed detainees of their choice without witnesses.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

The ICRC delegate for West Africa visited a second time eight
Portuguese military prisoners held by the " Revolutionary Gov-
ernment of Angola in Exile " in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. In addition, a ninth, seriously wounded prisoner was re-
patriated by the ICRC on 9 December 1970.

Zambia

At the request of the " National Union for the Total Indepen-
dence of Angola " a Portuguese woman and her daughter were
repatriated by ICRC delegates for East Africa on 18 December
1970. The repatriation was made possible by the good offices of the
Zambian Red Cross.

Latin America

Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.—During their res-
pective missions, Mr. S. Nessi, ICRC Delegate-General for Latin
America, and Mr. E. Leemann, Delegate, usefully contributed to
the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions among National Red
Cross Societies and armed forces.
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Apart from the full text of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, sum-
maries were sent in the second half of 1970 to several countries: the
National Societies of Venezuela and Ecuador each received 2,000
copies for the armed forces; the Guatemalan Red Cross received
1,000 copies; the Jamaican Red Cross 2,000, also intended for the
armed forces; the Colombian Ministry of Defence received 5,000
copies. In addition, a reprint of the summary of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions in Spanish is now under way.

Visit to places of detention.—Continuing the mission which he
began on 6 September 1970 in Latin America, Mr. E. Leemann,
ICRC delegate, went to Peru. Having received from the authorities
all the requisite facilities to carry out his mission, he visited, in
November, seven places of detention where he saw 45 persons
detained for political reasons.1 In each he enquired into detention
conditions and interviewed detainees of his own choice in private.

Whilst in Peru Mr. Leemann had talks with the leading mem-
bers of the National Red Cross Society and with members of the
government.

During his Latin America mission, the ICRC delegate visited
more than 300 detainees in 38 places of detention in Venezuela,
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru.

IN GENEVA

Honorary members of the ICRC

During a plenary session on 10 December 1970, the International
Committee, after taking note of the resignations of Mr. Martin
Bodmer, Mr. Hans Meuli and Mr. Rodolfo Olgiati, appointed them
to honorary membership.

1 Plate.
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