
DURING THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR OF 1870-1871

The Birth of Red Cross Solidarityl

by V. Segesvary

II

MATERIAL RELIEF

The term " material relief" covers the very considerable aid
provided by various Societies to wounded and sick soldiers of the
belligerent countries. It included medical supplies and equipment,
clothing, blankets and foodstuffs.

In accordance with the principles laid down at the First Geneva
Conference, " all gifts were shared between France and Prussia in
the most equitable fashion, to be distributed to the wounded
without distinction of nationality ".2 In spite of the efforts of the
donor Societies to alleviate suffering, distress was of course greater
on the side of the retreating armies.

BELGIUM

The Belgian Society Relief Committee's central depot was in
Brussels. It sent a great quantity of supplies to ambulances and
field and other hospitals throughout France, as far as Paris and
Orleans, especially to the murderous battlefields around Sedan

1 The first part of this article appeared in the December 1970 issue of International
Review.

2 Gustave Moynier — Bulletin International des Sociites de Secours aux militaires
blessis, Geneva.
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and Metz, and also to Germany. Its relief supplies were also dis-
tributed to the Societies of the belligerent countries through their
Central Committees in Paris and Berlin. The Brussels central depot
set up branches at Aix-la-Chapelle, Luxembourg and Maubeuge,
in order to forward supplies more quickly. The total sum expended
by the Belgian Society during the Franco-Prussian War, up to
15 July 1871 when the accounts were closed, amounted to 273,939
francs 1. It is of interest to note that this Society, being among the
first to take action, received several donations from countries not
in the conflict, including 26,337 francs from Great Britain, 7,753
francs from Russia, 5,000 francs from Switzerland, 500 francs from
Egypt and 100 francs from India.

LUXEMBOURG

The large volume of relief supplies forwarded by the Luxem-
bourg Committee during the first phase of the war to the battlefields
and devastated areas may be explained by two facts underlined in
the Committee's report. In the first place, the inhabitants of Luxem-
bourg being bilingual, medical personnel and other workers did
not find it difficult to provide assistance to the wounded and sick
of both countries at war. In the second place, relief from Luxem-
bourg always arrived first. " Bis dat qui cito dat", runs a Latin
tag, and relief from Luxembourg was in the Sarrebriick area on
the day after the battle took place there. Again, at Metz, where
fierce fighting had raged on August 14th, 16th and 18th, Luxem-
bourg already sent in on the 16th two convoys, one through Thion-
ville and the other through Sarrelouis.

The efforts of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, which at the
time did not have more than 200,000 inhabitants, were tremendous.
The total value of relief supplies amounted to 300,000 francs 2.
Gifts in kind were valued at 250,000 francs, while public collections
brought in the sum of 56,959 francs, utilized for the purchase of
foodstuffs and material, etc., for making clothes and for covering
forwarding expenses. Consignments sent to hospitals and ambu-

1 Belgium was a member of the Union monetaire latine and the Belgian Franc was
equivalent to the French and Swiss Francs.

2 Equivalent to a Belgian franc.
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lances for distribution to the wounded and sick without distinction
of nationality included parcels of rice, meat, potatoes, wine, tobacco,
shirts, sheets, blankets, dressings and medicaments. A large pro-
portion of the relief supplies from Luxembourg was sent by rail
to the bridgehead of the Grand Luxembourg line at Marbehan,
from where a regular road service towards Sedan was set up.

The solidarity displayed by Luxembourg was characterized by
two notable features, one being the despatch from Luxembourg
towns and villages of considerable quantities of bread of which there
was a shortage in all the war-ravaged areas, and the other, the
compassion shown to the exhausted, wounded and sick soldiers as
well as to the stricken starving populations, bereft of all. Bread,
food and drink and medicaments were distributed to the inhabi-
tants, threatened with disease and famine, of Briey, Sainte-Marie,
Saint-Privat, Auboue-sur-Orne, Jerusalem, Amanvilliers, etc.

NETHERLANDS

The Supreme Committee of the Dutch Society had only a very
small amount of money available at the beginning of the war:
1,352 florins x. However, at the time its action came to an end, it
had spent on assistance to wounded and sick soldiers and on relief
consignments the sum of 340,315 florins, of which 214,873 florins
were donations made direct to the Committee and 122,334 florins
were received in public collections organized by local committees.
Among direct donations received, the Dutch East Indies, in
particular the Red Cross Committee in Batavia, sent a contribution
of 74,584 florins. The solidarity displayed here was marked by
another significant gesture, a collection organized among the offi-
cers and men of the second brigade of the 1st Dutch Army Division,
under the command of Colonel de Wrangel; the sum raised was
handed over to the Red Cross Society.

The sum of 156,647 florins, or almost half the money spent,
served to cover expenditure incurred by ambulances and medical
personnel, whose work has already been outlined. The value of
material relief supplies furnished by the Dutch Society was esti-

1 One Dutch guilder or florin was worth 2.08 Swiss francs.
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mated at 100,701 florins, and consignments by the Society's Central
Depot were sent to 37 different places. The Dutch representatives
at the head of the ambulances also contributed in kind and in cash
to relief distributions.

The Bordeaux section sent a subsidy of 2,000 francs to the
" ambulance evangelique de Pau ", founded by Englishmen living
in that region.

GREAT BRITAIN

The extent of British assistance is clearly reflected in the figures
and one can but admire the efficiency and the perfect organization
of the relief action set up by the London Red Cross Society. Its big
central depot in St. Martin's Place sent consignments to 137 towns
and villages in France, Germany and neighbouring countries. Among
the organizations that received supplies were the central committees
in Paris and Berlin, field hospitals and ambulances in Belgium, the
Luxembourg Relief Association, the International Agency in Basle
and the International Committee in Geneva.

During the 188 days that relief operations were carried out,
12,000 cases and parcels were distributed. Each day, four tons of
supplies were forwarded. Notwithstanding the distance separating
the British Isles from the areas where military operations were in
progress, with the Channel in between, London responded very
rapidly to all requests for aid. One has only to cite the example
of Pont-a-Mousson where the church was transformed into a hos-
pital. A cable was sent to London by the local organisers urgently
requesting 250 iron bedsteads. They were immediately despatched
by the Committee by special train, arriving at Pont-a-Mousson in
48 hours, in charge of a British Society representative who made
sure that the distance was covered in the shortest possible time by
avoiding congested railway lines.

France was divided into districts, each one with its resident
commissioner, generally selected from among officers, on active
service or on the retired list, who supervised all operations. In
every district were set up main and branch depots, supplied from
London, in which the distribution of food, medicaments, clothing,
blankets, comforts, etc. was organized over a large area. The
North-Eastern District was under Captain H. Brackenbury, and
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depots were set up at the following towns (figures between brackets
showing number of places served): Sarrebriick (27), Arlon (16),
Metz (43), Meaux (95), Vesoul (36). Branch depots were set up at
Briey (23) and Remilly (57).

Major General Sir Vincent Eyre was in charge of the Northern
District, with a depot at Boulogne (76) and a branch depot at
Amiens (68). The Western District under Colonel N. Elphinstone
had its depot at Tours (77), and the North-Western District under
Captain C. L. Harvey at Saint-Malo (35).

Finally, a depot was set up at Versailles (41) under Mr. J. Furley.
At times of emergency, railway waggons carried relief supplies

from these depots right up to the front lines where fighting had
taken place. For example, 50 waggons were used around Sedan.

As with other societies of neutral countries, the British sent
relief to Germany, to those hospitals and local associations swamped
by the huge numbers of prisoners of war, wounded and sick.

The London Society's representatives quickly realized how
much it meant to the wounded and sick soldiers and prisoners of
war to receive aid and comfort at the railway stations on their way
to Germany or to hospitals. They set up field kitchens and distri-
bution points in the railway stations of Tours, Forbach, Meaux
and Lagny so that they could provide food and drink to the troops
crowded together in the waggons. Colonel Cox, a British agent,
even set up a field kitchen on the battlefield itself at Querrieux near
Amiens on December 23rd 1870. He believed that in providing
food and some stimulating drink such as coffee to wounded soldiers
immediately after battle, the death rate in the hospitals where they
were to be taken for treatment could be reduced by 30 per cent.

The supply of surgical instruments deserves special mention,
as also the famous lint and certain disinfectants then unknown in
France and highly prized in French hospitals and ambulances.

Total expenses incurred by the British Society during the
1870-71 war amounted to 223,716 pounds x. This sum included
the donation of 20,000 pounds which the Society's Chairman,
Colonel Loyd-Lindsay, personally made to each of the Societies
of the belligerent countries.

1 One pound sterling was equivalent at that time to 25.30 Swiss francs.
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SWITZERLAND

By reason of the events, Switzerland was able to demobilize
fairly quickly the troops that had been called up to face any special
emergency, and the relief societies exerted their efforts to come to
the aid of the wounded from the belligerent armies. However,
these Cantonal Relief Societies channelled their action of solidarity
almost exclusively through the International Agency at Basle. In
October 1870, the sum of 40,000 francs2 was sent to the Red Cross
Central Committee of the two belligerent countries (20,000 francs
to each), while Switzerland offered its hospitality to 200 convales-
cents for a period of four weeks.

However, the greatest contribution that Switzerland made to
the movement of solidarity was the generous welcome that it
extended to the French Army of the East under the command of
General Bourbaki. This army had not been informed that the
armistice concluded on January 28th 1871 did not concern it and
was incapable of offering any resistance to the victorious advance
of the Prussian troops. It crossed the frontier into Switzerland on
February 1st 1871, after having obtained the authorization of the
Swiss authorities. Bourbaki's army, consisting of 84,271 men and
14,000 horses, was in a piteous state, exhausted and having endured
six weeks of icy weather, with temperatures descending to —18° C
and —20° C. They were clothed only in blankets and the remains
of their tattered uniforms, and many no longer had their boots.
5,116 of them had to be taken immediately to hospitals in Switzer-
land, the others were interned. In one week, all were settled in
internment camps where they were able to rest until the time when
they would be sent back home. It was on the Central Committee
of the Swiss Red Cross which fell the responsibility of carrying
through this large-scale solidarity action.

RUSSIA

The Russian Society had put aside the sum of 80,000 francs2 for
relief, in addition to its doctors' expenses abroad. Its personnel

1 Switzerland was a member of the Union monetaire latine, and the Swiss franc
was equivalent to the French and Belgian francs.

2 One franc was equivalent to 0.26 Russian roubles.
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made direct contributions only in a few cases, as in that of Professor
Hiibbenet at Chartres. The majority of its relief supplies, for a
value of 26,407 francs, were forwarded to the International Agency
in Basle.

SWEDEN

The Swedish Red Cross Society gave to the International Agency
in Basle the sum of 176,775 francs1 which it had received through
a number of public collections, and 20,000 francs from its own
funds. Of the total, 37,737 francs was collected in Norway
(Sweden and Norway being at that time united). In Sweden, ladies'
committees were formed to organize collections of money, clothing
and other necessities. Relief supplies despatched to Basle included
shirts, dressings, plaster shears, soap, compresses, flannel belts,
etc. Because of the great distance separating Norway from the
battlefields and in view of the blockade of the North German
ports, the Norwegian Christiana Society did not attempt to send
relief supplies but made donations in cash.

PORTUGAL

The Central Committee of the Portuguese Red Cross collected
cash donations totalling 25,048 francs and gifts in kind valued at
about 5,000 francs. Consignments of clothing, blankets, lint and
so on were sent to the Agency at Basle, while the money was
transferred to the International Committee in Geneva. In addition,
the Portuguese Society despatched to Basle a large number of
cases of port wine for the soldiers.

AUSTRIA

The Austrian Red Cross also sent many consignments, mostly
to field hospitals and prisons in Germany. 103 large cases, weighing
in all 13,046 lb. were forwarded to Germany, where the majority
of wounded French soldiers were to be found in field hospitals and
town hospitals; 25 cases weighing 3,112 lb. were sent to the French
Society, and, at the request of the Viennese Committee for the
relief of French prisoners in Germany, 79 cases weighing 13,251
lb. were despatched to German prisons.

1 One franc was equivalent to 0.72 Swedish crowns.
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The Austrian Society donated a sum of 10,000 francs that was
shared between the Paris Central Committee, the French repre-
sentatives in Brussels and the International Agency in Basle, and
also a further sum of about 10,000 francs that was distributed
among the Berlin Central Committee and the Committees at
Dresden, Munich, Stuttgart, Karlsruhe, Darmstadt, Flensburg,
Rostock and Diisseldorf.

RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The extent of the role of the International Agency in Basle in
directing doctors and male nurses towards those points where
help was most needed in the fighting areas has already been de-
scribed. In addition, several Societies had sent to Basle the relief
they had available, in cash and in kind, in order to keep up the
flow of cash and supplies to the depots of the Agency, which was
officially assigned the forwarding to ambulances, field hospitals
and other institutions caring for the wounded and sick soldiers.
Even those Societies which contributed direct medical or material
assistance sent the Agency further supplies in order to support
its action.

The amounts received by the International Agency were:

Sweden
Switzerland
Italy
Norway
Russia

159,038 francs
118,281 francs
46,240 francs
37,737 francs
26,407 francs

Spain
France
Great Britain
Belgium
Austria
Germany

13,224 francs
12,735 francs
4,980 francs
1,700 francs
1,000 francs

468 francs

The highest item of expenditure concerned purchases of relief
supplies amounting to 174,316 francs. Cash donations to French
committees and field hospitals amounted to 106,345 francs, and
similar donations to German organizations totalled 29,139 francs.
Transport and freight charges amounted to 32,153 francs.

During the war, the Agency at Basle despatched to field hos-
pitals and depots on both sides of the front 6,425 parcels, most of
which contained articles sent from Italy, Switzerland, Austria and
Russia. Relief was based on the principle of strict impartiality. But
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when applied in practice, the result was not a simple sharing of
the supplies channelled through the Agency into two equal parts.
In its last report, the Agency gave the following explanation of
the way its action was directed:

" The French medical establishments were from the start badly
organized, and the resounding defeat of the French armies almost
entirely paralysed their action. In contrast, the German ambulances
were equipped with care and enjoyed the advantages of an advancing
army. On the other hand, they were under the obligation of taking
care of the major part of the French wounded, an obligation which,
on the whole, they conscientiously fulfilled. Moreover, the lines of
communications which the French ambulances had to employ
were so difficult that for a long time we could not get through our
consignments, while the areas around German field hospitals, even
at the farthest points, such as Versailles, Orleans, etc., though not
always easily accessible, could all be reached with some patience
and determination. In Germany, there was a well-organized network
of central and branch depots, from Berlin and Mannheim right up
to the front, and we were able to make use of them with ease and
safety. The upshot was that we adopted the principle of taking
relief supplies to the places where they were most needed and that
we did not have to worry about drawing up every day a balance
to find out whether supplies sent to France were as large as those
sent to Germany or to German-occupied territory. When, later on,
we were able, through the Swiss Committee at Lyons, to send to
French ambulances money and material, we gladly took advantage
of this, and we have reason to hope that, on the whole, we main-
tained our international position satisfactorily all along. As a
consequence of these various circumstances, we sent to Germany
a larger amount of material than to France, and for a greater value,
but spent more in cash on the maintenance and organization of
French ambulances ".

Another feature of the Agency's action was its use of already
existing organizations instead of setting up new bodies. The Agency
did all the same set up, through its delegates, a number of small
special depots to meet the requirements of minor field hospitals
in out-of-the-way places which only received scant supplies from
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the official depots or none at all. Thus it was that some field hos-
pitals were set up in the Lower Alsace after the first big battles of
the war and after the siege of Strasbourg. These received supplies
from the network of Agency depots at Niederbronn, Haguenau,
Bischwiller, Wendenheim, Robertsau, Saverne, Worth and Sultz-
sous-Forets. Other depots were established further inside France,
as at Epernay.

The Agency's action was conducted most independently and
extensively around Belfort and along the fronts of the Lizaine and
Doubs, in the towns and villages of Montbeliard, Lure, La Chapelle,
Chatenois, Belfort, Hericourt, Bourogne, Dannemarie, Saint-
Hyppolite, Pontarlier and Porrentruy. Convoys of two or three
vehicles went several times to each of the field hospitals and depots
in this region, and carried 1,014 parcels and cash amounting to
21,453 francs.

The Agency even contributed to alleviating the suffering of
wounded and sick soldiers in hospital trains which ran in the two
belligerent countries between Lorraine and Versailles on the one
hand and Munich, Silesia and other distant parts of Germany on
the other. One of the delegates coupled railway waggons filled
with supplies under his charge to these trains, and, during the
journey, distributed clothing, socks, blankets and other necessities
to the soldiers carried in these trains.

In order to go to the assistance of French prisoners in Germany,
a special committee was set up in Basle under the sign of the green
cross. The Agency could not intervene on their behalf, but it sent
gifts for those who were in hospitals and for wounded and sick
soldiers interned in Switzerland.

It also undertook a very special service, that of repatriating war
disabled from hospitals in Germany, France and occupied terri-
tories, under Article 6, and additional Article 5, of the Geneva
Convention. By force of circumstance, the number of French
repatriated was much superior to the number of Germans. In all,
2,680 disabled soldiers from both armies were repatriated. More-
over, the Agency equipped a 100-bed hospital at Petit-Klingenthal
near Basle, where those in need of medical care could be treated.

Finally, in the realm of medical aid, the International Agency
crowned its work by the creation of an institute for providing arti-
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ficial limbs to amputees. Under Professor Socin, an Auxiliary Com-
mittee, similar to the one dealing with the repatriation of disabled
soldiers, took charge of this mission, financed by the sums still
available with the Agency when the war ended and by donations
specially given for this purpose. For instance, 5,000 francs were
made available by the Dutch Red Cross Society. With the sum of
25,440 francs that was collected, it was possible to provide more
than 100 disabled soldiers with artificial limbs.

Following the resolutions of the Berlin Conference, a special
service was created within the Agency: the Bureau for the exchange
of mail, cash remittances and information. When the war broke
out, no one had imagined how much work there was going to be.
The enormous number of soldiers made prisoner by the Prussian
troops and kept in internment camps compelled the Agency to
intervene, not only on behalf of the wounded, which had been the
original Red Cross aim, but also on behalf of the prisoners of war.
" The need for a neutral intermediary was quite understandable
and most urgent, in view of the disruption of postal communications
between the belligerent countries ". Three clerks were daily engaged
in sorting between 700 and 1,000 letters, some of which had to be
opened, re-addressed and forwarded on. The volume of remittances
in both directions later grew considerably.

It was not possible to refund remittances sent by relatives to
prisoners who were not wounded, for, in most cases, the families
did not even know whether the addressees were safe and sound or not.

From early August 1870 to 31 March 1871, the Agency Bureau
sent 18,411 remittances, representing a sum of 506,486 francs, to
wounded and sick prisoners of war, both French and German.

There were innumerable requests from France for information,
but as there were no complete lists of soldiers dead, wounded
or sick, relatives could only receive replies concerning those whose
names had appeared on one of the five printed lists published by
the Geneva International Committee. These, however, were only
those of wounded French soldiers treated in German hospitals.
With regard to prisoners, the 18 lists published by the Agency
and the International Committee for relief to prisoners of war
facilitated considerably the task; they bore practically all the
names of Germans in the hands of the French Army.
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Special steps were taken to trace all those whose names were
not on these lists, and this led to lengthy correspondence and
considerable efforts in the endeavours to allay the anxiety of very
many French and German families.

In all these very weighty tasks, the Bureau for the exchange
of mail, cash remittances and information of the International
Agency was ably seconded by the Belgian Red Cross Information
and Mail Bureau, set up in Brussels. This office, which dealt more
specifically with prisoners and internees, forwarded more than
20,000 letters, in addition to a large volume of remittances, in cash
and in kind. Further, during its eight months of active work, as
a result of tracing operations undertaken upon the request of
relatives, it provided news about more than 15,000 wounded.

The Agency at Basle, which was an offshoot of the Geneva
International Committee, could not by itself carry out all the many
tasks which the Committee had to fulfil. Several problems, which
had not caused it any concern during the first few months of the
war, later became so urgent and so acute that, from October 1870,
they constituted a major source of worry. " Our horizon has
widened, either because, due to the continually rising tide of cala-
mities, new avenues have been opened to charitable works, or
because the progressive movements of the armies having cut off
most of the communications between Switzerland and France,
Geneva has seen the direct line of approach between France and
Germany drawing nearer and nearer to it. ' n

In order to meet all the requests for news and for the despatch
of letters and money that were addressed to Geneva, the Committee
found it necessary to set up its own Information Bureau. No doubt,
the major part of this was done by the Agency in Basle, but the
Geneva Bureau also took upon itself a not inconsiderable propor-
tion of this humanitarian work. Its volume increased especially
after the occupation of Mulhouse and Saint-Louis by the Prussian
Army, and all the letters which the Agency in Basle received, to be
forwarded to those regions in France which had not been invaded,
were re-transmitted to the French postal administration, through
the Geneva Bureau. With the aim of making easier the Agency's

1 Gustave Moynier.
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task and that of its own Information Bureau, the Committee
embarked upon the publication of lists of French wounded picked
up by German troops. They were drawn up by the German Ministry
of War and communicated by the Central Committee of the German
Red Cross to the Geneva Committee. By December 31st 1870, three
lists containing 7,000 names had been issued, and were sent to
all French prefectures and sous-prefectures as well as to the relief
committees in France. In this way, the International Committee
hoped to forestall tracing requests and to limit the exchange of
correspondence arising therefrom.

Towards the end of 1870, Geneva became a relief distribution
centre for French Army ambulances. The International Committee
fitted out a warehouse, close to the railway station, which was to
receive not only the parcels forwarded by the Agency to the non-
occupied areas of France but also the gifts that came pouring in
from all over the French-speaking part of Switzerland and the
Societies of non-belligerent countries.

The Comite Suisse de Secours in Lyons proved to be of invaluable
assistance. It obtained information on the needs of the French
Army or on those of the localities where wounded were being taken
care of, and forwarded on the consignments despatched by Geneva.
It followed the instructions that it received, but made its own
appraisal of the areas where relief supplies were most lacking. It
was also the Lyons Committee that provided the International
Committee with the lists of German wounded in French hands:
these lists were then printed and sent throughout Germany by the
International Committee.

From the time that General Bourbaki's army crossed the Swiss
frontier, a new task fell upon the shoulders of the Geneva Com-
mittee, notwithstanding that the Swiss Red Cross Society had
undertaken to see to all the needs of the internees. Like in Basle,
an auxiliary organization was created in Geneva, called the Central
Relief Agency for Interned Soldiers in Switzerland, which made
enquiries in the various areas where internees had been sent, and
organized the distribution of relief sent to Geneva. This body,
however, only concerned itself with the able-bodied men, while
the International Committee organized a similar service for the sick.
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Geneva being the main transit point for the French, whether
wounded or interned, at the time they were accompanied back to
their country, the International Committee took an active part in
the efforts made by the Basle Agency for the disabled and by the
Swiss Red Cross Society and its Geneva branch for the soldiers
interned in Switzerland. A depot with food, clothing, tobacco and
primary needs was opened in Geneva Station, so that the needs
of the wounded and sick could be attended to. At one time, as
many as 800-900 men were daily fed, clothed, lodged and their
wounds dressed.

During the whole period of the Franco-Prussian War, from
July 15th 1870 to June 30th 1871, receipts and disbursements of
the International Committee in Geneva reached the sum of 222,357
francs. However, if to this sum are added the funds handled by
the offshoots of the Committee, —the Agency in Basle, ,the Prisoners
of War Committee, and the Central Relief Agency for Interned
Soldiers in Switzerland,—and also the remittances in cash made
personally to prisoners of war and internees, but forwarded through
one or the other of these bodies, the total amount that passed
through the Committee exceeded 1,709,000 francs. If it is estimated
that gifts in kind were worth a similar sum, then the international
organs of the Red Cross distributed more than three million francs
of relief during that period.

CONCLUSIONS

The surge of solidarity, so many examples of which were demon-
strated during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, constitutes a
milestone in the history of the Red Cross.

The awful plight of so many wounded, prisoners and civilians,
all of them victims of war, impelled the Red Cross Societies of
non-belligerent countries to do much more than had been expected
of them. Quite spontaneously, they went to the assistance of those
victims of war, and offered a testimony of a solidarity that has here
its roots and that has not ceased, in the course of the last century,
to be manifest. This first wave of solidarity gave a new dimension
to the work, and has forged the unity of the Red Cross which has
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learnt the value of united action and the immense part it could
play by combining its efforts.

This action has borne its fruits: governments and armies have
understood that these disciplined and law-abiding private societies
could bring to them remarkably efficient help. Moreover, it should
not be forgotten, too, that the experience acquired by first-class
doctors in the ambulances of the Red Cross has greatly contributed
to the furtherance of military medicine.

The Red Cross has not defeated war. But, since 1870, it is
engaged in a fierce struggle with war. It rescues war's victims and,
even on the battlefield itself, it protects man against man. For it
has taken up the cause of life.

Victor SEGESVARY
Head, Research Department,

Henry Dunant Institute
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