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more particular bearing on the international Red Cross institu-
tions. Deeply moved by the recent natural disasters in the world,
the Conference adopted a resolution entitled " Need for a World
Disaster Inventory of Food, Medical and Other Supplies for the
Emergency Relief of Disaster Victims anywhere in the World ",
appealing to all Governments, and a passage in which is of special
interest to the League:

(Notes) with appreciation the important contributions to disaster
relief made by Governments, the many United Nations organizations
concerned, the League of Red Cross Societies, the Red Crescent and
other voluntary organizations . . .

Another resolution, entitled " International Co-operation in
Favour of the Populations and Refugees of East Pakistan",
contains a passage relating to the ICRC and reading thus:

Urges the Government of Pakistan to continue to offer every
facility to the United Nations and the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) for the development of the action they are
undertaking in East Pakistan.

CHILD RELIEF

On 11 December 1971, the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), which was established under a United Nations General
Assembly resolution, will celebrate its twenty-fifth anniversary. The
organization has developed rapidly, and we should like to recall the
frequent and very effective co-operation between UNICEF and the
ICRC in various countries where relief operations have been carried
out for mothers and children. On such occasions, the Red Cross has
been able to rely on UNICEF's invaluable assistance.

Here is what Mr. Henry R. Labouisse, UNICEF's Executive
Director, has to say about the great significance of the anniversary x :

1 See UNICEF News, New York, 1971, No. 68.
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During the decade of the sixties, a growing number of countries
have been drawn into the effort for social and economic develop-
ment, until this has become a world-wide movement of self-help and
mutual help. There are indeed enormous gaps in levels of develop-
ment and opportunity between and within countries, and often
these are found to be increasing rather than diminishing. The gaps
are, of course, an indication of the distance to be covered. We
have learned, by now, that there are no simple solutions to these
problems. One element of hope is that in each country—or, at least,
in each region—the shortcomings encountered and the practical
obstacles to be overcome now claim the attention of national
governments and assemblies as well as of the international com-
munity. From the particular angle of children and youth, as
UNICEF's work in many countries amply illustrates, we find
ourselves concerned more and more with the questions of means
and instruments, of the resources, the organization and the capaci-
ties which can be built up at each level of national life. The adoption
by the United Nations General Assembly of the international devel-
opment strategy for the Second Development Decade provides a
valuable framework for international co-operation within which
each country can evolve its own design of development. This
further task is urgent and crucial and in most areas, it still remains
to be undertaken. This very fact places a heavy responsibility on
each country, and, at the same time, calls for careful synchroniza-
tion between national and international efforts.

The international development strategy stressed the well-being
of children, the participation of youth, and the role of women as
integral elements in a dynamic process of development. The resolu-
tion states, among the goals and objectives of the Decade, the
following: " As the ultimate purpose of development is to provide
for increasing opportunities to all people for a better life, it is
essential. . . to expand and improve facilities for education, health,
nutrition, housing and social welfare, and to safeguard the environ-
ment "; also that " the well-being of children should be fostered ".
The future task of UNICEF must be to help countries translate
these goals into actual progress regarding the welfare and devel-
opment of their children. The task is not new to us, but it is bound
to acquire new characteristics in the coming years.
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The growth of UNICEF's income by some 80 per cent in the
last five years is encouraging, and our goal of 100 million dollars
in annual income by 1975 is realistically optimistic. But in the
world perspective of need and opportunity, these successes and
target are very modest indeed—even if we accept the proposition
that UNICEF should always remain comparatively small, flexible,
innovative, and primarily engaged in pilot endeavours with multi-
plier effect.

We can regard what has been done for children over the last
twenty-five years as a truly great achievement, considering the
limited funds involved. With very little money, UNICEF has
helped untold millions of children in more than 100 countries and
has patiently, but also obstinately, exerted its influence in favour
of children and youth in the field of development. This is a good
beginning—but only a beginning. The future holds before us
immense and inspiring opportunities of service.

Over the past quarter of a century, mankind has taken an
enormous leap forward in its aspirations. Some have the goal of
freeing men from the serfdom of poverty, ignorance and disease.
This embraces UNICEF's primary, direct concern for children.
Some look further and seek a new vision of man, of his relation to
others and to his environment. UNICEF shares such ideals, too,
in its advocacy of the rights of the child. If, day after day, in the
course of our work, we keep these broader purposes clearly in mind
and if we can find the will to carry them out, if, above all, we
accept and understand change and are willing when necessary to
change ourselves, then the future is bright, not just for UNICEF,
but, above all, for many of the children of the world.

There are figures to show the extent of the work carried out since 1946,
and to conclude, here are some accomplishments:

— UNICEF has equipped close to 12,000 main rural health centres
and 38,000 sub-centres in 132 countries, along with several
thousand hospital paediatric and maternity wards.

— Some 2,500 teacher-training schools and 56,000 associated
primary and secondary schools have received UNICEF equip-
ment.
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— Nine hundred and sixty-five pre-vocational training schools
for young people have been equipped, as well as 31 training
institutions for instructors.

— Aid has been given to 3,000 women's clubs and 2,500 day-care
centres. Some 3,000 child care centres, youth clubs, and orphan-
ages have been aided.

— In nutrition programmes, over 9,000 school gardens and
canteens were aided. Over 4,000 nutrition centres, demonstration
areas and community gardens have been equipped. Nearly
600 training institutions for nutrition personnel have been
helped.

— Nearly 400 million children were given BCG vaccinations against
tuberculosis.

— Some 415,000 children were discharged as cured of leprosy.

— More than 425 million children were examined for yaws, and
23 million were treated.

— About 71 million children were examined for trachoma and
43 million were treated.
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