
MISCELLANEOUS

INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM ON

HUMANITARIAN RULES AND MILITARY INSTRUCTIONS

The International Institute of Humanitarian Law, at Sanremo,
Italy \ under the patronage of the Italian Government, held an
international colloquium, from 2 to 4 September 1971, on the prob-
lem of embodying humanitarian rules in military instructions.

Military and legal notabilities from Italy and other countries,
as well as representatives of several international organizations,
attended the colloquium, the proceedings of which were presided
over by the honorary chairman, General Dr. J. Voncken, Secretary-
General of the International Committee of Military Medicine and
Pharmacy, and conducted by General S. Malizia, Professor and
Deputy Military Attorney-General of the Italian Republic.

Associating itself with the efforts of various international bodies,
and particularly of the ICRC, to reaffirm and develop humanitarian
law 2, the Sanremo International Institute decided to embark on
the study of a subject of vital importance: that of military instruc-
tions. And one of the most effective methods of achieving that aim
is direct discussion with those responsible for the establishment of
military instruction programmes and the dissemination and
implementation of humanitarian law.

Three introductory reports, supplemented by a number of
papers, were presented to the colloquium participants:
— International instruments for the protection of the human

person in times of armed conflict (Professor J. Patrnogic).
— Collective and individual responsibility in the implementation

of humanitarian rules in times of armed conflict (Colonel
G.I.A.D. Draper).

1 See International Review, November 1970.
a For the promotion of humanitarian law, the Institute decided to

award three prizes of Lire 300,000 each for the three best monographs
involving research in the field of international humanitarian law. It is
proposed to give the prizes to university students during the academic
year 1971-1972.
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— The incorporation of humanitarian rules in military instructions
(General 0. Orecchio).

The ICRC and the League were represented by Mr. de Mulinen,
ICRC Chief of Division, who drew attention to the importance of
establishing programmes designed to acquaint army personnel with
the principles and clauses of humanitarian instruments applicable
in case of armed struggle. This idea was also put forward by the
United Nations representatives and particularly by Mr. M. Schreiber,
Director of the Human Rights Division.

It should be added that the ICRC organized, for those attending
the colloquium, an exhibition relating to its humanitarian activities
and publications designed to disseminate the Geneva Conventions.

The colloquium adopted the resolution reproduced below:

The International Colloquium, on Humanitarian Rules and Mili-
tary Instructions, organized by the International Institute of
Humanitarian Law and held at Sanremo, Italy, on Septem-
ber 2-4, 1971,

Conscious of the urgent necessity of spreading in the Armed Forces
the knowledge of fundamental principles of humanitarian law, en-
shrined particularly in the Geneva Conventions and universally recog-
nized as absolute and inviolable rules applicable to all armed conflicts,

Paying tribute to the activities already carried out in this field by
the United Nations and the International Committee of the Red Cross,

Reflecting the spirit of the Declaration of Sanremo of Septem-
ber 27, 1970,

Recalls the obligation incumbent upon States to include in their
legislation and their military instructions the principles of humani-
tarian law ;

Urges that the respective duties and responsibilities of commanders
and subordinates be precisely defined;

Recommends that competent authorities institute within the frame-
work of their educational programmes a course in humanitarian law ;
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Considers that violations of humanitarian law could be prevented
or effectively repressed by the adoption of a system providing jurisdic-
tion and control over the application of fundamental rules of humani-
tarian law, as well as imposing penal sanctions on their possible
violations by individuals, States, or international organizations;

Considers further that the commission of serious offences and
crimes against humanity, for the repression of which national legisla-
tion has been passed in implementation of the Geneva Conventions of
1949, of the United Nations Convention on Genocide, and of other
international instruments, should be forestalled by means of an ade-
quate education dispensed on all levels of the Armed Forces through
the most advanced media and pedagogical methods ;

Requests the International Institute of Humanitarian haw of San-
remo to contribute towards attaining that objective on the scholarly and
educational plane, particularly by researching and collecting, in pur-
suance of the work already undertaken by the International Committee
of the Red Cross and by the United Nations, all documentation per-
taining to military instructions with the ultimate purpose of publishing
a comparative survey that would reveal their common features and
peculiarities ;

Expresses the wish that Ministers of Defence of all countries
establish committees directed to draft, with reference to the above-cited
documentation, up-to-date military instructions and to review military
Codes and Regulations bearing on warfare so as to give full expression
to humanitarian law.

TENTH INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

This international meeting was held from 24 to 26 September
1971, in Luxembourg, the town in which the founders of the
movement had met for the first time in 1961. Eighteen national
sections participated and twenty-two international governmental
and non-governmental organizations, such as the United Nations,
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