
MISCELLANEOUS

My great army has conquered Babylon. I have given
orders that my soldiers shall not harm the inhabitants of this
country, who shall live in freedom and shall have the right to
practise whatever religion they please. I have demanded that no
house shall be destroyed, that no heart shall be wounded, that all
shall be free to choose their gods. May the Almighty be pleased
with me, Cyrus, king of kings. I have given orders that the peoples
whose countries have been conquered by my army shall be free,
entirely free.

TWENTIETH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF

MILITARY MEDICINE AND PHARMACY

The Congress was held in Brussels from 27 June to 2 July 1971,
under the chairmanship of General Dr. E. Evrard. Sixty-four coun-
tries were represented. It marked the fiftieth anniversary of the
foundation of the International Committee of Military Medicine
and Pharmacy (ICMMP). In 1921, the first meeting was held which
gave birth to the Standing Committee, the first step towards a
medical council whereby army doctors proposed to set up, across
frontiers and without regard for any possible national antagonism,
confident links of friendship, mutual esteem and cordial solidarity.

Dr. R. Marti congratulated the Congress on behalf of the ICRC
and wished it success. Recalling the close relations and unfailing
co-operation existing between the ICMMP and the ICRC, he asso-
ciated himself with the tributes paid to the late Colonel Hans
Meuli, a former member of the ICRC and doyen of the ICMMP,
and to General Dr. Voncken, Secretary-General of the ICMMP and
its guiding spirit for several decades.

At the closing meeting, Dr. Marti said that the ICMMP's ever
growing vitality over the past half century was reflected in an
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increasingly large membership. In the forefront of the advances
which had been made in the field of military medicine, it had placed
those subjects which were most worthy of study and which, as the
papers presented at the session had shown, were of vital importance
to the future.

The Congress agenda included three subjects:

1. The army hospital of the future

A great many studies were submitted which showed the import-
ance of data processing to the centralization and redistribution
of medical information. In peace time, the army hospital, which
with its various types of specialization has always had close
links with civilian hospitals, plays a big part in a country's
medical organization.
The " revolution " in this field consists in an adjustment—which
should be accelerated—of medical and para-medical staff and of
technical methods to multi-purpose hospital training. Increas-
ingly specialized staff are required, and the computer will be
the essential basic instrument. The assembly of information is
of vital importance.

2. Repercussions of advances made in modern methods of evacuation

The helicopter is the first choice in the primary evacuation of
the wounded and the sick. The papers submitted to the Congress
laid stress on revival techniques, skills in first aid, rapid evacua-
tion, along with the consequent burdening of advanced hospital
training programmes and the need to make provision for
secondary evacuation methods that are also rapid and well
equipped.

3. Field laboratory analyses and techniques

This was the subject of intensive studies on methods to be used,
reagents, field laboratory organization, and on the importance
of accurate, compact and portable instruments. Automatic
laboratory systems are now considered essential auxiliaries in the
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running of new army hospitals, resulting as they do in more
effective and less costly medical care for military and civilian
services alike.

The delegates adopted a number of resolutions. In one resolu-
tion \ celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation, the
ICMMP,

Reaffirms its faith in the universality of the humanitarian prin-
ciples whose defence it proclaims and whose implementation it pro-
poses to pursue by creating a permanent link among all the Health
Services of the Armed Forces ;

Being aware of

(a) the need to establish new forms of co-operation with national army
health services,

(b) the role assigned to it in the study and application of international
medical law and humanitarian law,

(c) the demands made by increasingly wide co-operation with other
international intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations,

(d) the humanitarian assistance granted by ICMMP to developing
countries and the support given by this organization to the advance
of medicine and pharmacy in these areas.

The Twentieth Congress was followed by the Thirtieth Session
of the Office international de documentation de medecine militaire,
held in Liege. The next ICMMP Congress is scheduled to be held
in Rumania in two years' time.

1 Our translation.
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