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OF THE RED CROSS

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

The President of the ICRC in Africa

From 17 July to 8 August 1971, Mr. Marcel A. Naville, President
of the ICRC, accompanied by Mr. Georg Hoffmann, ICRC Delegate-
General for Africa, went to Ethiopia, Kenya, Senegal and Cameroon.
The purpose of the trip was, on the one hand, to contact govern-
ment authorities and Red Cross leaders in each country and, on the
other, to visit the two ICRC regional delegations set up a year ago
in Yaounde and Addis Ababa.

In Ethiopia, where they stayed until 24 July, the President of
the ICRC and Mr. Hoffmann were received in audience by His
Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I. They also met the Minister of
the Imperial Court and the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defence,
Health and Justice.

Mr. Naville and Mr. Hoffmann met leaders of the Ethiopian
Red Cross and visited the Society's premises in Addis Ababa. They
also went to the seat of the OAU (Organization of African Unity).

In Kenya, contact was made with the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Health, and also with the Attorney-General.

Mr. Naville and Mr. Hoffmann were received by Mr. Charles
W. Rubia, President of the Kenya Red Cross Society, and visited
the Society's local committees in Nairobi and its surroundings.

On 31 July, the President of the ICRC and the Delegate-
General left Nairobi for Senegal. They met Mr. Rito Alcantara,
Vice-President of the League of Red Cross Societies and President
of the Senegalese Red Cross Society, who accompanied them
throughout their stay in the country. At government level,
Mr. Naville and Mr. Hoffmann had talks with the Prime Minister
and with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Health.
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Finally, in Cameroon, the President of the ICRC and the
Delegate-General were received by Mr. Ahmadou Ahidjo, President
of the Republic. They also met the Prime Minister of East Cameroon,
the Prime Minister of West Cameroon, and the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, Defence, Health and Education.

Dr. S. P. Tchoungui, President of the Cameroon Red Cross
Society, received the President of the ICRC and the Delegate-
General, who visited the seat of that National Society.

In each country, warm relations were established with Govern-
ment officials and members of the National Societies. The contacts
he made gave President Naville an opportunity to speak about the
ICRC's activities, especially in the sphere of international human-
itarian law, to the development of which it was hoped African States
would contribute to a larger extent.

Sudan

Ten tons of powdered milk, a gift of the Swiss Confederation,
were sent to the Sudan through the ICRC for the children of
Khartoum, Khartoum North and Omdurman. Sudanese Red
Crescent teams undertook distribution of the milk, from July
1971.1 At Khartoum North, Mr. Rene" Weber, ICRC Regional
Delegate, took part in the distribution.

Pakistan

Following the agreement given on 26 July by General Yahya
Khan, President of Pakistan, to Mr. Victor Umbricht, member of
the International Committee, the ICRC has sent to East Pakistan
a mission comprising Dr. Otto Lehner, head of delegation, and
Mr. Nicolas Vecsey, assistant head of the Central Tracing Agency.

The mission, which left Geneva on 19 August, will concentrate
mainly on the setting up, in close co-operation with the Pakistan
Red Cross, of a tracing service to seek missing persons and to put
them in touch with their families.

1 Plate.
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Khmer Republic

Medical examinations.—As mentioned in our August 1971
issue, Dr. Werner Hinden, ICRC doctor-delegate in the Khmer
Republic, recently started a programme of medical visits to various
refugee camps at Phnom Penh.

The mornings were devoted to the Chak Angre" and Cao Dai
camps and to medical examinations at the Khmer Red Cross
infirmary, where Dr. Hinden was assisted by a Khmer medical
officer. In the afternoon, Dr. Hinden and his team of two male
nurses, an instructor in hygiene, an interpreter and a driver,
visited the Khmer refugee camps and displaced Vietnamese in
various places in the town, for which they were lent an ambulance
by the Ministry of Health. The programme includes a visit to each
camp once every ten days or so.

During these itinerant medical visits, medicaments, supplied
mainly by the municipal authorities, were administered. The
team's limited technical resources permit it to deal only with
relatively simple cases, the treatment of which would not require
complicated equipment. The more difficult cases are sent to the
Phnom Penh hospital. The sicknesses most frequently met among
adults were lung infections, bacillary and amoebic dysentery,
parasites and virus infections. Among children, the ICRC doctor
sometimes observed inanition atrophy due to prolonged breast
feeding, and parasitosis (ascariasis, oxyurid). On an average,
Dr. Hinden examined some 50 persons each afternoon.

Visit to refugee centres.—In Phnom Penh, there are now 30
refugee centres sheltering almost 5,500 persons (1,259 families).
The ICRC delegate and doctor-delegate visit the centres regularly
to enquire into the health situation and the refugees' living con-
ditions, and to examine the sick.

At the end of July, the delegates continued this activity and
made a tour of all the camps in Phnom Penh, accompanied by the
Chief Nurse and by Dr. Nguon Hoa, Deputy Director of Municipal
Health. In addition, during the week from 19 to 23 July, the ICRC
doctor-delegate examined nearly 200 persons in five refugee camps
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(the Trea Bun Long, Tuon War, Mong Huoth, Chrui Changwar
centres, and the BKC centre sheltering Loeu Khmers).

Republic of Vietnam

Visits to places of detention.—From 22 to 25 June 1971, the
ICRC delegates and doctor-delegates in the Republic of Vietnam
visited the Qui Nhon prisoner-of-war camp. They talked in private
with male and female prisoners of war. Previously they had visited
the Vietnamese Duy Tan military hospital at Danang for sick
prisoners of war, to whom they gave toilet articles. On 6 and 7 July,
they visited the State prison at Chi Hoa. They did not interview
detainees without witnesses, as this is not allowed in State prisons
and correctional institutes.

Laos

Visits to places of detention.—On 30 June 1971, the ICRC
delegate in Laos visited the Chinaimo military camp and prison at
Vientiane, where he saw persons detained for political reasons and
servicemen imprisoned under disciplinary charges. The report on
these two visits, as customary, is sent to the detaining authorities.

Relief distribution.—The ICRC delegate in Laos was at Thakek,
in the south of the country, from 3 to 5 July 1971, to distribute relief
supplies to refugees. Some 200 families received 400 straw mats,
400 blankets and 400 mosquito nets bought by the ICRC and the
Lao Red Cross. In addition, parcels of cigarettes, coffee, tea, sugar,
condensed milk and tinned food were given to wounded soldiers at
Thakek. A stock of blankets, straw mats and mosquito nets was
left with the local Red Cross for distribution to further refugees.

Ceylon

Following the mission of the ICRC delegate to hospitals and
places of detention in Ceylon1, two members of the Ceylon Red

See International Review, August 1971

493



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Cross visited detainees in the Polonnaruwa " rehabilitation centre ".
Thanks to the aid furnished by the ICRC, the authorities in the
centre were supplied with school equipment, sports items and
textiles for clothing, to be distributed to detainees.

Japan

The second phase of the Korean repatriation operation is con-
tinuing, as already indicated in our previous issue. The third sailing
from Niigata took place on 16 July with 134 passengers, bringing
the total of repatriated Koreans from May this year to the beginning
of August to 507.

Near East

Visits to prisoners of war

Visits to prisoners of war were carried out by ICRC delegates
in Israel, the United Arab Republic and Syria. As customary, the
delegates talked in private with detainees of their own choice.
The reports on the visits are delivered by the ICRC to the Detaining
Power and to the detainees' own government.

In Israel, on 25 July, ICRC delegates visited all Arab prisoners
of war held in the Sarafand military prison, namely 75 Egyptians,
41 Syrians and one Jordanian. Further, they saw a wounded
Syrian prisoner of war in the hospital where he was being treated.

In the United Arab Republic, on 24 July, the delegates visited
ten Israeli prisoners of war interned in the Abassieh military prison;
one of the wounded prisoners had left the hospital and was with his
comrades in prison. The remaining wounded prisoner of war, still
receiving treatment in a Cairo hospital, was visited on 25 July.

On 7 August, the ICRC delegates in the United Arab Republic
again visited the ten Israeli prisoners of war held in the Abassieh
military prison and, on the following day, the wounded Israeli pri-
soner of war receiving treatment in hospital.
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In Syria, on 20 July, the ICRC delegate visited the three
Israeli prisoners of war.

Re-uniting of families and repatriations

An operation for the re-uniting and repatriation of families was
carried out by the ICRC at El Qantara on 7 July. It enabled
99 persons to cross to the west bank of the Suez Canal and 19 to the
east bank. On that occasion, the delegates repatriated seven UAR
fishermen whose boats had been captured by the Israeli armed
forces in the last few months. On the same day, four students from
Cairo were able to join their families in the occupied territory of
Gaza.

At Roshanikra, two operations for the re-uniting of families,
carried out on 3 June and 8 July, enabled one person and a family of
six to join their kin in Lebanon.

Two persons were repatriated on 3 and 22 June, and two Leba-
nese nationals on 2 July. On 20 July, two Netherlands nationals were
able to re-enter Israeli territory, which they had inadvertently left,
while two Palestinians and three Lebanese were brought back to
Lebanon.

Israel and the Occupied Territories

Exchange of family messages.—During the month of June, the
ICRC delegation in Israel and the occupied territories transmitted
1,241 family messages from Arab countries—including 702 from
Jordan and 108 from the Lebanon—and 3,814 to Arab countries,
including more than 3,000 to the United Arab Republic and almost
400 to Jordan.

Arab civilian detainees: family visits.—Every month, the ICRC
provides for the transport of persons unable to bear the cost of a
trip to see a detained relative in prison. In June, 42 buses carried
more than 2,000 persons to various prisons in Israel and the occupied
territories, enabling them to visit 657 Arab civilian detainees.

Visit to Abu Zeneima camp.—-On 14 and 16 June, ICRC delegates
in Israel and the occupied territories visited 24 families whom the
Israeli authorities had transferred from Gaza to the Sinai for
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internment at Abu Zeneima. The delegates enquired into the condi-
tions under which they were living. As customary, the report is
sent to the detaining authorities.

Visit to St. Catherine Monastery.—The St. Catherine Monastery,
on Mount Sinai, has been regularly visited, since the war of 6 June
1967, by ICRC delegates who have enquired about the problems with
which the monks are faced. On 15 June last, three delegates went to
the Monastery, where they had an audience with Mgr. Gregorios
Maniatopoulos, Archbishop of Sinai.

Half-yearly statistics.—During the first half of 1971, the ICRC
delegation in Israel and the occupied territories carried on its
customary activities:
— In the course of 74 visits, 129 Arab prisoners of war were visited.

Eleven of these were repatriated—ten Lebanese on 23 March and
one UAR wounded prisoner of war on 28 March.

— The ICRC delegation received 27 requests for the tracing of
missing army men. It was able to reply to 26 of them. In
addition, about 100 requests concerning civilians were submitted
to the delegates, who were able to reply to 56.

— The delegation received 18,376 family messages from Arab
countries and transmitted 21,379 to those countries.

;— Various ICRC operations for the re-uniting of families enabled
107 persons to return to their homes in the territories occupied
by Israel and 234 to join their people in Arab countries.

Sixteenth series of visits to prisons.—'The ICRC delegates in
Israel and the occupied territories carried out the sixteenth series
of visits to prisons from 31 May to 30 June. They went to 13 places
of detention, where they saw more than 3,000 Arab civilian detainees.
The delegates were able to talk in private with detainees of their
choice, with the exception of those still being interrogated by the
police, whom the ICRC was not allowed to visit. As customary, the
ICRC's reports are sent to the detaining authorities.

Distribution of parcels in prisons.—During the month of July,
standard ICRC parcels containing fruit, biscuits, cigarettes and
soap were distributed to 670 Arab civilian detainees in 11 prisons in
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Israel and the occupied territories. These parcels are provided for
detainees who have had no visit from their family for over three
months.

Visit to " feddayin ".—Following the events in Jordan, a
number of " feddayin " surrendered to the Israeli armed forces.
The ICRC asked to be allowed to visit these men. On 27 July, an
ICRC delegate was able to visit the Nablus prison, where he saw
77 " feddayin " interned there.

Operation for the re-uniting of families.—On 4 August, an
operation carried out by the ICRC for the re-uniting of families
enabled 17 persons to join their families on the Golan plateau, in
occupied territory.

Jordan

Visit to Aljoun and Jerash hospitals.—Following the events in
northern Jordan, the ICRC delegate in that country visited the
Palestinian refugee camps and civilian hospitals of Aljoun and
Jerash, and distributed emergency medical supplies to the inmates
there. As the situation quickly returned to normal and the medical
organization was satisfactory, there was no need for him to nego-
tiate for the evacuation and treatment of the wounded.

Visit to detainees.—On 16 July, the ICRC delegate in Jordan
visited 58 recently captured Palestinians in the Deir Alia camp.
As customary, the report on the visit is sent to the detaining author-
ities.

Yemen Arab Republic

The two Yemeni technicians who left Sana'a on 6 July, to
follow a six-month course in Iran, have arrived in Teheran. Their
training has already started in the International Training Centre
for Technical Orthopaedics of the Red Lion and Sun Society. It will
be recalled that they were awarded two fellowships, one by the
Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society and the other by Oxfam, and
that their travel was financed by the Government of Yemen.
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During the month of June, the Sana'a workshop for orthopaedic
appliances continued its activities in the production of artificial
limbs and the rehabilitation of invalids.

The patients enrolled at the Centre total 230. Ten who have had
a leg amputated and two who have lost an arm have begun to learn
how to wear an appliance, while nine others who are already
equipped are training to walk. Fourteen invalids are already using
their artificial limbs (12 legs and 2 arms). Lastly, it should be noted
that the workshop has completed the manufacture of 92 ortho-
paedic appliances and 12 different supporting appliances.

The Physiotherapy Department is going through a period of
intense activity, as it is treating a great many patients, some of
whom come from remote areas and are in urgent need of care.

Latin America

Opening of a delegation

The International Committee of the Red Cross, on 19 August
1971, opened a regional delegation for Latin America in Caracas
(Venezuela), with two delegates, Mr. E. Leemann and Mr. J.
Moreillon. With these two permanent delegates in the field, it will
be possible to step up the already authorized visits to detention
centres in more than a dozen countries, to strengthen links with
National Societies, and to ensure the better dissemination of those
humanitarian principles which underlie the ICRC mission.

Bolivia

Early in August, three places of detention in Bolivia were
visited by Mr. Serge Nessi, ICRC Delegate-General for Latin
America, accompanied by Mr. Jacques Moreillon, Regional Dele-
gate. They were the Cared San Pedro, the Cared Mujeres and the
Prisidn del Departamento Investigation Criminal, where the dele-
gates saw about thirty persons detained for political reasons or
offences. Medical supplies were distributed to the detainees. As
usual, reports on the visits are sent by the ICRC to the detaining
authorities.
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SUDAN

Photo Rene Weber/ICRC

Teams of the Sudanese Red Crescent distributing milk
to children in Khartoum.



Laotian schoolchildren reading the school textbook,
The Red Cross and My Country.




