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The International Committee of the Red Cross
and the Taking of Hostages

In October 1970, International Review1 published an address
on " The ICRC and the Taking of Hostages ", delivered by the
President of the ICRC on the occasion of an information meeting
at ICRC headquarters.

Since that time the ICRC has given the matter further consi-
deration and has been induced to define its standpoint. The follow-
ing is the policy which the ICRC will henceforth follow in relation
to the taking of hostages:

/. The ICRC condemns violations of legal and humanitarian
principles, especially acts which involve the deaths or threaten the
lives of innocent people. In doing so, it is guided solely by concern
for the victims and the will to help them.

2. ICRC delegates may materially assist hostages and, by their
presence, provide moral comfort. As a general rule, however, parti-
cipation in negotiations between authorities and the perpetrators of
such violations does not come within the delegates' purview.

3. In the victims' interest and in so far as there is no other inter-
mediary or direct contact, the ICRC may, as an exception, intervene
at the request of one party and with the agreement of the others. The
parties shall renounce the use of force, take no step detrimental to
the welfare of the hostages, and shall grant the delegates freedom of
action without let or hindrance so long as they maintain contact
between the parties.

1 pp. 558-560.
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4. The delegates will ask for all facilities to assist victims and,
whenever possible, for all persons entitled to special consideration,
such as the wounded, the sick, children, and so forth, to be removed
to safety.

5. Whether delegates participate in negotiations or merely act as
couriers, responsibility for proposals transmitted, for decisions and
action, lies solely with the parties. Delegates shall not guarantee the
implementation of decisions or the observance of conditions laid
down by the parties.
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