
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY

The twentieth anniversary of the WHO was commemorated
by a session of the World Health Assembly in Geneva on April 7,
1968. After a message had been read out from the United Nations
Secretary-General, in which he stressed the essential role of the
WHO, with its 129 members, in health protection throughout
the world by fighting against disease, several notables expressed
themselves in like manner and conveyed the congratulations
and the good wishes of the authorities and national and inter-
national institutions which they represented.

The Director General of the Organization, Dr. M. G. Candau,
then reviewed the progress achieved but which should not cause
to be forgotten the obstacles still to be overcome. He concluded
that in future decades there would be new challenges in both the
industrialized and the developing countries. He was convinced
that only an oecological approach to health problems would
produce effective and lasting solutions.

Wishing to be associated in this important anniversary, and
to re-state the value it attaches to the close and fruitful co-opera-
tion it has established with the WHO, the International Committee
sent that organization the following message:

At this time when the World Health Organization is celebrating
the twentieth anniversary of its foundation, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, as the founding body of the world
Red Cross movement, wishes to express its admiration, con-
gratulations and good wishes for the organization's good work
and untiring efforts to improve the health of all humanity.

In its own specialized field, the World Health Organization's
aims are very similar to those of the Red Cross and consequently
the two institutions have many common bonds of principle and
practice.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Whilst the World Health Organization's constitution defines
its essential objective as being to aid all peoples to achieve the
highest possible health standards, one of the fundamental Red
Cross principles states that its purpose is " to protect life and health
and to ensure respect for the human being ".

In addition, the International Committee follows with sympa-
thatic attention the relations in many countries of National Red
Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies with Ministries
of Health, for which they frequently act as auxiliary services.

It was with great hope, and even with relief, that the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross saw this great organization
set up after the most devastating war that humanity had ever
known, for, together with its sister institution, the League of
Red Cross Societies, and with National Red Cross Societies, it
had had to concern itself for the health of civilian populations
which had fallen prey to war and its consequences.

Since then, it has on a number of occasions fallen to the Com-
mittee's lot to co-operate with the WHO, its neighbour in the
city of Geneva, the birth place of so many noble ideas. This co-
operation was particularly marked a few years ago when rapid
assistance had to be provided to a large country which had achieved
independence in difficult and distressful conditions and whose
population found itself deprived suddenly of all medical services,
and again, more recently, there was the case of another country
ravaged by a fratricidal war which had to be supplied with essential
vaccines.

Apart from such exceptional cases, daily contacts ensure
constant, staunch and effective co-operation. For example, in the
field of international law, our two institutions have worked together
for the better protection of civilian medical personnel.

Mindful of the part played by the World Health Organization
in the 1963 Red Cross Centenary celebrations, the International
Committee, in its turn, is pleased to pay the WHO the tribute it
so well deserves on this occasion when it celebrates the twentieth
anniversary of its foundation and surveys the extent of its bene-
ficent achievements.

The World Health Organization will, no doubt, in decades
to come, continue its good work and develop new and peaceful
weapons to combat, by cure and, even better, by prevention, that
original scourge, disease.
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