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Nigeria

Relief to civilian population.—During an interview which he
granted to ICRC delegate general for Africa Georg Hoffmann,
towards the end of June, General Gowon, Nigerian Head of State,
said that the Federal Military Government was prepared to give
the ICRC facilities to deliver to Biafra large quantities of relief
supplies for the half a million destitute refugees. The Federal
Government insisted that the supplies must go through the blockade
by road and stated that the Enugu and Calabar landing strips
would be available to the ICRC for the transport of relief goods to
the place where they would be allowed through the blockade. In
addition, measures would be taken to protect the lorries. General
Gowon added that action on such a scale should be approved by
the Biafran authorities and given corresponding facilities by them.

The ICRC immediately conveyed this proposal to its delegation
in Biafra. The operation would involve the transport of large relief
consignments through the blockade. The Biafran authorities are
studying the proposal but have requested the International Red
Cross to increase in the meantime the relief supplies at present
being flown in from the ICRC depots on Fernando Poo. The
Federal authorities recently stated that their armed forces command
agreed to the Red Cross's flying relief to Biafra by day. The ICRC
is now endeavouring to arrange for the Biafran authorities to
prepare a landing strip, recognized as neutral territory in a location
and with adequate identification markings known to both parties.
The ICRC would then request governments wishing to give their
support to this campaign to provide aircraft for an air-lift between
Fernando Poo and Biafra.

The ICRC hopes, in this manner, whilst seeking a long-term
solution, to send the most urgently required relief supplies to the
starving refugees without delay.
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New Medical Teams.—With generous assistance from many
National Red Cross Societies and other relief organizations, the
ICRC is developing its medico-social work for the benefit of victims
in areas seriously affected by the war.

In response to an ICRC appeal, a new Swiss medical team set
off for Nigeria on 21st June. It consisted of Dr. Rolf Probst and
Dr. Pierre Schnyder von Wartensee and two nurses, Miss Esther
Rochat and Miss Edwige Enzler.

The medical team provided by the World Council of Churches,
consisting of two doctors, an administrator and two nurses, will
shortly go to the Calabar region, a town in the extreme South-East
of Nigeria. With two further medical teams made available by the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, there are now four medico-social
teams working in Nigeria under ICRC auspices.

In addition, in order to enable the ICRC to provide relief teams
when necessary, the Netherlands Red Cross has made available
two doctors and two nurses. They will leave for Nigeria some time
in July.

The ICRC is also endeavouring to recruit two or three surgical
teams for Biafra. It has contacted a number of National Red Cross
Societies for that purpose.

Middle East

Visits to Detention Centres.—ICRC delegates are continuing
their regular visits to detention centres in occupied Jordan, Gaza
and Israel.

Since the beginning of the year they have been to ten different
centres in Nablus, Tulkarem, Jenin, Ramallah, Hebron, Jericho,
Gaza, Ramleh, Damun and Kfar Yona. They have visited some
1,900 detainees and have talked in private with many of them.

From 9th to 12th May they were able to visit the Jericho prison
for the first time. On 22nd May they went to the Ramleh prison
and on the 27th, for the first time, to the prison at Kfar Yona in
Israel where there are 150 detainees.

We might mention that following the many and persistent
efforts of the ICRC delegation in Israel, 81 El Fatah prisoners
captured at Karameh on 21st March were released and repatriated
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by the Israeli authorities at the beginning of May. ICRC delegates
visited the remaining 66 held in the Jenin prison on 5th June and
interviewed some of the detainees in private.

In most prisons conditions have been improved following visits
by ICRC delegates.

Relief Supplies to El Arish.—The ICRC delegates to Gaza have
completed the distribution of 75 tons of relief supplies among
10,000 needy persons at El Arish.

A further consignment from the UAR Red Crescent, consisting
of 280 tons of food, material, clothing and medicines, is at present
being forwarded by the ICRC via Cyprus. It will be distributed to
the population at El Arish and in the North of the Sinai by ICRC
delegates.

Relief to the West Bank of the Jordan.—ICRC relief action on
the West Bank of the Jordan has included the distribution of a
further ten tons of powdered milk.

Medical supplies donated by the Swiss Red Cross have been
delivered to hospitals at Jenin, Nablus and Hebron under a pro-
gramme covering the main hospitals on the West Bank of the
Jordan. Thanks to these supplies a first-aid dispensary was opened
near Bethlehem.

Reuniting of families.—ICRC delegates to Gaza and Cairo have
initiated a further families reunion operation at El Qantara. This
took place on 31st May and brought to 213 the number of Egyptians
returning to the UAR and to 134 the number of Palestinians
returning to Gaza. Furthermore, ICRC delegates, on 19th June,
repatriated the bodies of 5 Egyptian officers and soldiers recently
killed in fighting near the Suez Canal.

Action in Sinai.—The ICRC sub-delegation in Gaza has been
instructed to assist in the application of the Fourth Geneva Con-
vention for the benefit of civilians dispersed throughout Sinai.

A plan of action has been drawn up with Israeli agreement.
This provides freedom of movement for the two ICRC delegates to
carry out their mission for the health and feeding of the population,
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and also to seek soldiers posted as missing following the Israelo-
Arab War.

Part of the first phase of the programme has just been put into
effect by the ICRC delegates. They have visited several places in
the South of the Sinai and interviewed members of the population,
consisting for the most part of Bedouin tribes. This first phase will
have been completed when the delegates have visited other places
in the South of the Sinai which they have not so far been able to
reach.

The second phase of the mission will be the delegates' enquiries
in the centre of the Sinai where the main fighting in June 1967
occurred.

Yemen

Sanaa.—ICRC doctor-delegate Ulrich Middendorp and ICRC
delegate to Aden Alfred Isler were in the Yemen Republic capital
from 29th May to 6th June. They had been instructed by the
ICRC to examine:

a) the situation of war disabled and to plan an artificial limb-
fitting programme;

b) the need for medical personnel and supplies;

c) the working conditions for Dr. Bresan and Dr. Loris, the
surgeons made available by the Red Cross Societies of the
German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakia.

Dr. Middendorp, in agreement with the Minister of Health in
Sanaa, sought ways and means of organizing locally the fitting of
some hundred war disabled. He is considering the setting up of a
workshop in which two artificial limb specialists, recruited by the
ICRC, would be in charge of production and would train Yemeni
personnel. This operation would last 6 months.

Dr. Middendorp has sent the ICRC a list of the medical supplies
most urgently required by the hospitals in Sanaa and by the
Ministry of Health. The first consignment will be despatched
shortly.

359



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

The services performed by the German and Czech surgeons who
volunteered to go to Sanaa are indispensable, according to the
ICRC delegate. In order to ensure continued care for the wounded
and sick at the hospital which these two surgeons have taken over,
the ICRC has agreed to recruit other surgeons to replace them; it
hopes to do so with assistance from the Hungarian Red Cross.

In the North of the Yemen.—The two ICRC surgical teams in
advance posts near the fighting areas have been working at full
steam. These teams, comprising Professor Jens Larsen and
Dr. Dagfinn A. Ronhovde, recruited by the Danish Red Cross, and
Dr. Johann de Puotz and four Swiss nurses, on 1st June alone,
dealt with 46 surgical and 29 medical cases.

A new team, consisting of two surgeons, Dr. Aurelio Foletti and
Dr. James Paramore, two medical students, Mr. Roland Guillermin
and Mr. Jean-Olivier de Blonay, and two nurses, left Geneva on
20th June to relieve the Danish and Swiss teams which had been
in the field since 21st April. Mr. Andre Rochat, Head of the ICRC
delegation in Arabia, will escort the new team to its place of work.

Aden

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of
Southern Yemen, in a letter dated 28th May, expressed to the
International Committee his government's gratitude for the fine
job performed by the ICRC surgical team in Aden from 27th
January to 25th May.

During that time the team, consisting of Dr. Clement Baciu and
Dr. Nicolas Ionescu of the Rumanian Red Cross and Dr. Tsanin
Dobrev and Dr. Stanislas Baev of the Bulgarian Red Cross, have
kept operative the surgical departments of two hospitals in Aden.

In view of the alarming reports from its doctor-delegates on the
lack of qualified surgeons and medical supplies, a continued source
of serious humanitarian problems, the ICRC has decided to continue
its assistance to the hospitals in Aden for a further three months.

For this purpose it is now preparing a relief team of two
surgeons who are making their services available through the
Bulgarian Red Cross, and a consignment of medical supplies most
urgently needed in Aden.
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Indonesia

On 19th April the ICRC launched an appeal to several Red
Cross Societies on behalf of some 50,000 displaced persons of
Chinese descent who had fled from their villages in view of the
hostility towards them, to seek refuge on the Western coast of
Kalimantan, in the Indonesian part of Borneo.

The situation as described in March by ICRC delegate general
for Asia, Andre" Durand, is still serious. The refugees are under-
nourished and vitamin concentrates are required to combat
deficiency diseases. Moreover, their number has swollen from 50,000
in February to 60,000 by the beginning of June.

Contributions so far received in cash and kind amount to about
150,000 Swiss francs. Although this is an appreciable amount, it is
inadequate to enable the Indonesian Red Cross to cope with even
the most urgent needs. The International Committee is therefore
continuing to collect funds for this action.

The Indonesian Red Cross, whose Secretary-General, Mr.
Soehanda Ijas, came to Geneva on 6th June, is seeking food supplies
for its feeding programme, and long-term assistance from other
organizations in order to resettle these displaced persons.

In the meantime, the Singapore Red Cross which is co-operating
closely in this humanitarian action, has undertaken to purchase
supplies and send them to Pontianak. The first two shiploads of
food have already arrived.

Dr. Jiirg Baer, ICRC delegate to Vientiane, will be going to
Djakarta at the beginning of July to help the Indonesian Red Cross
to organize its distribution programme.

Laos

On 26th January 1968 the International Committee of the Red
Cross appealed to all National Societies to assist some 25,000
additional displaced persons who had fled the areas where fighting
was going on in Laos, to seek refuge in the Mekong basin, mainly in
the northern provinces.1 The most dire needs, according to ICRC
delegate Dr. Jiirg Baer, were for rice, meat, blankets and mosquito

1 Ses International Review, February, 1968.

361



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

nets. Medical supplies and dressing material and equipment were
also required for some hundreds of wounded and sick.

So far twenty National Societies have responded to the ICRC's
appeal for its joint action with the Lao Red Cross. Their donations,
mostly in cash sent to Geneva, amount to about 200,000 Swiss
francs. Relief consignments were also sent direct to the Lao Red
Cross.

Part of the funds received in Geneva has been transferred to
Dr. Baer in Vientiane for local purchases. Some of the funds have
been used for the purchase in Switzerland of 10 first-aid kits, which
Dr. Baer has delivered to the representatives of the warring parties.
In addition, four houses in Pakse have been bought and converted
into reception centres for displaced persons.

The Lao Red Cross is continuing its regular relief distributions
to the refugees, in close co-operation with the ICRC delegate.

Hungary

An ICRC mission was in Budapest from 3rd to 15th June. It
consisted of Dr. Felix Ziist, delegate and Miss Lix Simonius,
assistant delegate and, with the assistance of Dr. Pal Bacs, doctor
delegate of the Hungarian Red Cross, and Mrs. Sandor Bode,
Secretary of the Organization for the Defence of the Interests of
Nazi Victims, examined 75 cases of reported pseudo-medical
experiments practised in German concentration camps under the
National-Socialist regime.

These fresh applications will be submitted to the Neutral
Commission of Experts which the ICRC has set up to decide on the
validity of claims for financial aid and the amount payable.
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