
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

After the death of two delegates
of the International Committee of the Red Cross

On September 30, 1968, two delegates of the ICRC, Dr. Dragan
Hercog, member of the Yugoslav surgical team and Robert Carlsson,
member of a Swedish relief team, were killed in the service of the
Red Cross during the fighting around Okigwi, a town some 27 miles
from Umuahia. Another member of the Swedish team was wounded
and had subsequently to be operated upon. Two persons working
for the World Council of Churches were also killed in the same spot.

The mortal remains of the two delegates were transported from
Nigeria to Sweden and Yugoslavia respectively. They passed
through Switzerland and a brief ceremony took place at Zurich-
Kloten airport on October 9. Three wreaths from the ICRC, the
League and Swiss Red Cross were placed on the coffins covered by
the flag of the Red Cross. Amongst those present were Mr. Gonard,
President of the ICRC and Dr. de Rougemont, ICRC member,
Mr. Beer, Secretary-General of the League, Dr. Mesterovic, Presi-
dent of the Yougoslav Red Cross, Professor von Albertini, former
President of the Swiss Red Cross, ICRC doctor-delegates Pider-
man and Spirgi, the heads of Swedish and Yugoslav diplomatic
and consular representations, as well as several officials of the
Red Cross international organizations.

As a last tribute to the dead from the head of the institution,
Mr. Gonard spoke as follows:

At a moment when the bodies of our two delegates are about to go
to their respective countries, to Sweden and Yugoslavia, I would here
wish to pay solemn tribute to the devotion of Robert CaHsson and
Dr. Dragan Hercog, to the extent of giving their lives.

The International Committee profoundly sympathizes with the
sorrow of their families and with that of the Swedish and Yugoslav
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Red Cross Societies, both members of the League and represented today
by Mr. Henrik Beer, its Secretary-General.

These new martyrs to the splendid Red Cross ideal remind us that
to serve it requires total devotion and personal acceptance of the con-
siderable risks involved.

Like their five hundred comrades at present in Nigeria, they too
were conscious of their responsibilities towards the sufferings of
mankind and of the victims whose lot they tried to soften and ameliorate.

Moved as they are by the sorrowful duty which they are now
accomplishing, the I.C.R.C. and the League will be represented or will
continue to be united in thought at the final ceremonies which will be a
reminder both in Sweden and Yugoslavia of their delegates' last
great sacrifices before whose coffins they make obeisance with much
sadness of heart.

Mr. Fischer, representing both the ICRC and the League,
accompanied Robert Carlsson's remains to Stockholm airport where
a simple ceremony took place, in accordance with the family's
wishes. Volunteers of the Swedish Red Cross, in uniform and with
their flags, stood behind leading members of the National Society.
The President, Mr. Erland von Hofsten gave the following address:

Your country and your compatriots salute you, Robert Carlsson.
You have now returned again to Swedish soil. You fell at your post
killed by bullets whilst defending a humanitarian cause, in the service
of the Red Cross. We the heads of the Swedish Red Cross together with
hundreds of thousands of members of the National Society pay tribute
to you and your comrades in Nigeria and Biafra. You wanted to bring
your own contribution in the struggle undertaken to help your suffering
fellow-men.

As a sign of esteem and gratitude, the Swedish Red Cross places on
your coffin, covered by the Red Cross emblem, ihese flowers which will be
accompanying you to your last dwelling-place in Honed.

Our thoughts at this moment naturally go with deep compassion to
your widow and children.

A minute of silence was observed by all attending, then the flags
dipped in salute whilst the funeral party left the airport for Horred
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where the burial took place of one who had made the supreme
sacrifice, whilst serving in one of the relief teams placed by the
Swedish Red Cross at the disposal of the ICRC for its action in
Nigeria and Biafra.

* * *

On the same day, a special aircraft carried the mortal remains
of Dr. Dragan Hercog to Belgrade, accompanied by the young
doctor's widow and Mr. Wilhelm, Assistant Director at the ICRC.
The funeral took place on October 11 at the capital's main cemetry.
The coffin, draped with a Red Cross flag, was guarded by members
of the Junior Red Cross and a long procession filed past to pay their
respects to the fine and courageous personality of the deceased.

We give some extracts of addresses then delivered:

Dr. D. Mesterovic, President of the Yugoslav Red Cross.—

Dragan Her6og responded to the appeal of the Yugoslav Red Cross and
the ICRC in the spirit of socialist humanism, praticising with zeal
the noble profession of medicine, united with his comrades at the
hospital which bears the name of the national hero Dr. Dragisa Misovic.
He volunteered to go to Biafra in the turmoil of civil war, convinced
that his skill and knowledge would save many wounded and sick. He
left behind his family, his many friends, his beloved Belgrade, certain
he was needed as a doctor in an unhappy land where thousands of men,
women and children were dying daily without medical care. Impelled
by the humanitarian and altruistic ideal, he did not shrink from facing
danger, for he held it higher to save the lives of others than to save his
own . ..

. . . Like his father, who gave his life for Yugoslavia's freedom,
Dragan Hertog devoted himself entirely to medicine. When he left for
Biafra, he had not forgotten the history of our people and of our army
medical corps, nor the examples of humanism, dedication and heroism
of the many foreign medical missions which saved the lives of our
wounded and sick during the Balkan Wars and the two World Wars.
Let us remember at this time all the doctors and members of the medical
corps who gave their lives in the discharge of their noble medical
mission, for the freedom of our peoples. This thought should be of
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consolation to us at this distressing time when we leave Dragan Hercog.
For his mother, his sister and his wife, there are no words to console
them in their grief after this ghastly crime . . .

. . . Dragan Hercog will never be forgotten by us.

Mr. R. J. Wilhelm, Assistant Director of the ICRC.—

Dr. Hercog's name has just been added to the list of International
Red Cross delegates who have given their lives in the accomplishment
of their mission to the very end, a mission which has no distinction of
colour, race or belief, but which merely seeks to come to the aid of man
in his suffering.

Such sacrifice shows us the greatness of the Red Cross ideal. It also
demonstrates that this ideal is always being threatened and that it must
always be defended and proclaimed anew, everywhere and not only in
Africa. It finally shows us that to be faithful to the memory of these
brave men and to the ideal inspiring them, as we know it inspired
Dr. Hercog, we of the Red Cross must, without discouragement or
scepticism, without respite, pursue in Nigeria and elsewhere that most
essential humanitarian work, in spite of the great sorrow we all of us
feel and which we so deeply share with the family of the deceased.

Dr. G. Piderman, delegate of the ICRC.—

He carries no arms, not even for protection of his own life, and he
takes good care of all victims carried in from the other side of the front.
So a man who is serving in Red Cross missions cannot be on the wrong
side. His post is and will always remain neutral. . . This is the way we
have seen our friend and colleague Dragan Hercog acting. He has been
at the post attributed to him and his comrades by the official ICRC
delegates and he stayed there, following their instructions and those of
the Geneva Conventions, but finally by his own brave decision, strongly
and actively working without any rest, day and night sometimes, as the
fury of war action was approaching.

At the end, a funeral march was played whilst a large gathering
followed the coffin carried by colleagues of the deceased to the
burial site where three speakers described Dr. Hercog's medical
career.

* * *
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The ICRC thus closely associated itself with the ceremonies
which took place in Stockholm and Belgrade, also showing that our
whole movement will remember the sacrifice of those who have fall-
en whilst accomplishing their humanitarian mission. On the other
hand, the fact that, in this case, the emblem of the Red Cross had
not been sufficient to protect those who were legitimately covered
by it, has troubled consciences throughout the world, as can be
seen by the testimonies of sympathy which have continously
arrived in Geneva once the tragic news was known. We should also
mention that, in Sweden as well as in Yugoslavia, the press, radio
and television gave wide publicity to the ceremonies which we have
described.

This account is now followed by one given by Mr. J. Pictet,
Director-General of the ICRC 1. He writes in final farewell and also
as a warning against the dangers which today increasingly threaten
the spirit of peace and goodwill symbolized by the Red Cross.

The entire Red Cross is in mourning. Two representatives of the
International Committee of the Red Cross were killed in Nigeria—
together with two representatives of the World Council of Churches—
by the bullets of an irresponsible soldier.

They died whilst identifying themselves, defenceless except for the
emblem they were wearing and trusted ; the emblem which is considered
everywhere to be the very symbol of immunity against hostile action.

It was called an " incident ". In fact, it was a tragedy which must
lead to the most serious thinking. Does it not make us evaluate the
greatness and at the same time the hazard of relief missions?

No doubt the murderer was not aware of his crime; no doubt he
acted against orders. Nevertheless these servants of the Red Cross died
for no reason, victims of blind violence and human stupidity.

Our times are marked by a hardening of hearts and declining inter-
national morality. Hatred and fanaticism are triumphant everywhere.
If one day the protective value of the Red Cross emblem should be
doubted, if the medical profession should be refused the safeguard
which it must claim in the interest of those it has to tend, the world
would have regressed a hundred years. We would then have to face the

1 «La lecon d'un drame». Journal de Geneve, October 12, 1968.
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threat that not enough healers would be ready to face all difficulties to
rescue the innocent victims wherever war leaves its wake of misery.

However, no individual act, criminal and senseless as it may be,
can shake the structure of treaty law which has been patiently elaborated
during centuries of effort, in response to the aspirations of peoples and
which great minds have recognized as being one of the most solid
foundations of civilisation.

On the contrary, such tragic events must lead to better understanding
throughout the world of the necessity to observe humanitarian principles
in every form of conflict between men, and of the Geneva Conventions
of which the aim is to spare non-combatants unnecessary suffering
without, however, hindering military forces in the accomplishment of
their duty towards their country.

Robert Carlsson of the Swedish Red Cross and Doctor Dragan
Her6og of the Yugoslav Red Cross were cut off in their prime at
32 years of age while devoting themselves unsparingly, with a zeal
which impressed those familiar with their work, to the wounded and
the unhappy starving people in a bloody conflict. What a loss for their
families, for their friends, among whom we count ourselves, and for so
many unknown persons to whom they could have brought relief had
their careers not been so prematurely ended forever.

Faithful to their vocation and to the Hippocratic oath, knowing the
risks this type of mission involved, they chose to stay at their posts
until the end. These two heroic volunteers are a wonderful example to
all servants of the Red Cross. Their names are forever engraved in the
great book of humanity.
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