
EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

(March-April 1990)

Africa

Angola

In April, the ICRC was able to start reducing the amount of food it
had been providing to the population living on the Planalto. With the
beginning of the harvest season, the people could once again count to
a certain extent on their own crops to survive. The ICRC's agricultural
engineers already anticipate however, that the harvest will not suffice
to cover the population's needs beyond the month of October. In the
second half of April, the ICRC began a new seed distribution
programme on the Planalto. This programme will benefit some 55,000
families, each of which will receive 2.5 kg of seed.

South-eastern Angola

At the end of March, ICRC delegates based in south-eastern
Angola carried out a survey in the Mavinga area, which was the scene
of heavy fighting between government forces and UNITA (National
Union for the Total Independence of Angola) combatants. During their
mission, the delegates saw some 15,000 people displaced because of
the fighting and plans were made to provide them with material assist-
ance and seed in May.

Mozambique

In addition to carrying out regular visits to persons detained for
security reasons in prisons under the authority of the Ministry of Se-
curity, the ICRC organized a training seminar in the second half of
March for the directors of Mozambican penitentiary establishments run
by the Ministries of Justice, the Interior and Security.
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Since the beginning of this year, ICRC delegates have been able to
travel by road rather than by air. The authorities in Maputo first
granted the ICRC permission to use the roads in Gaza, Nampula and
Maputo provinces and then in Zambezia province. At the beginning of
April, delegates went from Quelimane to He to provide several thou-
sand displaced people with relief supplies and food. Along the way,
the delegates made contact with local authorities, assessed the needs of
the civilian population and took whatever measures were required. At
the end of April, an ICRC team went to Iteculo in Nampula province,
where it distributed relief and ICRC medical staff gave more than 300
consultations to the civilian population.

Uganda

During the first week of April, the ICRC delegation in Uganda
completed a major seed distribution in Gulu District. The programme
began in mid-March, and some 40,000 families each received 5.4 kg
of seed.

The ICRC also launched a major assistance operation for some
120,000 displaced people living in camps in the Kumi area. Blankets,
kitchen sets and plastic sheeting were distributed to them in early
April, and the ICRC's sanitary engineers made recommendations for
improving sanitation in the camps. The nutritional status of the
displaced population was assessed by a team of nurses and a nu-
tritionist, and food is being supplied to the camps by the World Food
Programme.

ICRC detention activities included providing material assistance
(blankets, soap and clothing) as required to 2,182 people released on
27 April from Luzira and Jinja Main Prisons. Most of these people
had been visited by the ICRC regularly during their detention.

Liberia

Following the events that broke out in Liberia in December 1989,
causing thousands of people to flee into Guinea and Cote dTvoire, the
ICRC opened a delegation in Monrovia, with a staff of three whose
work focuses mainly on Tracing Agency activities, the dissemination
of international humanitarian law and co-operation with the National
Society. In Cote d'lvoire, an ICRC Tracing Agency delegate is now
based in the city of Man, about 100 km from the border, where he is
currently setting up a Tracing Agency network with the help of local
staff. In Guinea, an ICRC office has been opened in Nzerekore.
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Senegal/Mauritania

In response to a request from the Mauritanian authorities that the
ICRC repatriate two Senegalese fishermen captured on board a
Guinean ship, on 20 April the regional delegate based in Dakar went
to the border between Mauritania and Senegal to take charge of the
two men.

Latin America

Nicaragua

Following the two amnesties approved by the National Assembly
on 7 February and 14 March for security detainees, ICRC delegates in
Managua went to all the places of detention regularly visited by the
ICRC in the past to ascertain the exact number and identity of the
detainees still being held there. The delegates also provided the
detainees released on 14 March with food parcels, travel vouchers and
clothing. Similar assistance had been provided to the detainees
released on 7 February (see IRRC, No. 275, p. 131).

El Salvador

During the reporting period, the ICRC delegation in El Salvador
continued to concentrate its efforts on protecting and assisting the
civilian populations. Its delegates had greater access to conflict areas,
and were able to go, for the first time in months, to northern San
Salvador and Cuscatlan departments. In addition, on 19 April the head
of delegation met the Salvadorean Head of State, Mr. Cristiani. They
discussed the memorandum the ICRC had handed over to the auth-
orities in February on protection of the civilian population, respect for
the emblem and the need for a smoothly functioning system to evacu-
ate the wounded.

The delegation also kept up its detention activities, marking 438
visits to about 100 places of detention in March and April.

Ecuador

At the invitation of the Ecuadoran government, a team of ICRC
delegates based in Bogota visited persons being held for security
reasons in three places of detention in Quito and Guayaquil at the end
of April. Material and medical assistance was distributed to the
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detainees during the visits. The last series of visits to Ecuadoran places
of detention took place in June 1989.

Chile

Besides its regular detention activities, the ICRC delegation in
Chile, in accordance with ICRC practice in this regard, looked into the
situation of about 100 detainees who started a hunger strike in mid-
March. A doctor visited places of detention in the capital and in
Valparaiso, Conception, Temuco and Rancagua to monitor the
detainees' condition. The strike ended on 9 April without the ICRC
having had to take any special medical action.

Asia

Afghan conflict

During the period under review, there were several favourable
developments in ICRC activities in behalf of the victims of the Afghan
conflict. In April, following negotiations with the parties involved, the
ICRC was able to have a building in Bist Paika, near the town of
Balkh (about 30 km from Mazar-i-Sharif), declared neutral and use it
to treat some 50 people who had been wounded during clashes at the
end of March between government troops and opposition forces. Three
of the most severely wounded required special treatment and were
taken to Mazar-i-Sharif then flown to the institution's hospital in
Kabul in an ICRC aircraft. In addition, in Wardak province, delegates
coming from Pakistan were for the first time able to carry out a joint
mission with their colleagues based in Kabul. With the agreement of
the parties concerned, three civilian wounded were evacuated to Kabul
for treatment at the ICRC hospital. As was the case for the three
patients from Bist Paika, these three persons were taken back to their
homes after treatment.

The ICRC hospital in Kabul saw a large influx of wounded
following the attempted coup d'etat of 6 March. In 48 hours, more
than 30 wounded were admitted and treated by the three surgical
teams.

The ICRC also continued its protection activities, visiting prisoners
and detainees throughout the country. On 8 April the delegates based
in Mazar-i-Sharif began a third series of visits to security detainees in
the city's main prison. Moreover, for the first time the ICRC gained
access to detainees in the prisons of Samangan and Pul-i-Khumri.

267



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Finally, ICRC teams based in Pakistan continued their visits to pris-
oners held by the opposition in Afghanistan's eastern provinces.

Sri Lanka

In March and April the ICRC delegation in Sri Lanka continued
its work, concentrating on visits to detainees, dissemination of inter-
national humanitarian law to the armed forces and Tracing Agency ac-
tivities. Delegates visited almost 4,200 detainees in many of the
country's places of detention (military camps, prisons and police
stations). At the same time, the Tracing Agency workload remained at
the same level as in previous months, about 20 tracing requests being
filed daily at the ICRC offices. In the field of dissemination, several
talks on international humanitarian law were given to members of the
armed forces.

India

In view of the clashes between various communities and political
groups that have affected Kashmir since the beginning of the year, the
ICRC asked the Indian authorities to allow its delegates to carry out an
evaluation mission in the troubled province. Permission was received
on 18 April; an ICRC delegate and doctor were in Srinagar from 25
April to 3 May. During their stay they established contacts with the
local authorities, collected information on the situation in the Kashmir
valley and assessed the needs of the civilian population. On their
return to New Delhi the delegates informed the Indian authorities of
their findings. The authorities are currently giving favourable consider-
ation to a proposal to set up courses on war surgery for Kashmiri
doctors and to provide support for the local branch of the National
Society.

Nepal

On 21 March an ICRC delegate based in new Delhi went to
Katmandu to hand over to the authorities a memorandum outlining
the institution's criteria for detention activities and explaining the pro-
cedure for visits to detainees. This followed a previous mission
conducted in early February to discuss with the authorities the growing
tension in the country.

On 8 April the ICRC sent a delegate to Katmandu, and later a
doctor; they observed that a number of essential medicines were
lacking in the capital's hospitals, which had admitted dozens of
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wounded. A consignment of 600 kg of medicines was dispatched. At
the end of the month the situation was more settled and the ICRC was
preparing to make contact with the new government formed on
18 April.

Middle East

Lebanon

During the period under review, the ICRC continued its attempts to
secure the release of its two delegates abducted in Sidon on 6 October
1989. At the end of April, despite the hopes raised by optimistic state-
ments on the part of various leading Arab figures, the ICRC still had
no news of Emanuel Christen and Elio Erriquez.

In Lebanon itself, the ICRC delegation carried on providing assist-
ance to the victims of the conflict.

The fighting that broke out on 31 January 1990 between rival
Christian factions in East Beirut and the surrounding area went on
sporadically, despite the cease-fire concluded on 18 February.

Convoys leaving West Beirut succeeded in transporting medicines,
medical supplies and fuel for generators to the hospitals and dispens-
aries in the eastern part of the city. During the night of 15 to
16 March, Lebanese Red Cross first-aid workers and an ICRC dele-
gate accompanied 23 wounded to Larnaca, where the latter boarded a
plane bound for Italy to receive appropriate treatment there.

As the clashes had left several thousand families homeless, the
delegation organized food and blanket distributions to some 140,000
people. The delegates also continued visiting places of detention in
Lebanon, where they saw more than 1,200 prisoners captured by both
sides since the beginning of the fighting.

Israel

On 6 March the ICRC delegation in Israel organized the repatria-
tion of nine Lebanese nationals whose boat had been seized on 4 April
1989 in international waters.

Iraq

In March and April, the ICRC delegation in Iran carried out its
second annual series of visits to 12 camps holding prisoners of war
captured during the eight years of conflict between Iran and Iraq. The
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visits took place in accordance with the procedures laid down in the
Third Geneva Convention. ICRC medical delegates also visited pris-
oners being treated in four hospitals near the camps.

In addition, delegates made regular visits to the El Tash camp for
civilian internees—all Iranian Kurds, who are protected by the Fourth
Geneva Convention.

Iran/Iraq

The ICRC pursued its efforts on behalf of prisoners of war
captured by both sides, proposing for instance that the Director of
Operations go on mission to Tehran and Baghdad. The fact that both
parties insisted that the mission not begin in their own country
completely stalled the ICRC's dialogue with the Iranian and Iraqi
governments on issues of fundamental importance such as the obliga-
tion, under the Third Geneva Convention, to repatriate wounded or
sick prisoners and to grant the ICRC access to all prisoners, thus
enabling it to register their names and check on their living conditions
and treatment.

In mid-March, the ICRC repatriated 20 Egyptian prisoners captured
by Iran during the Gulf war. ICRC delegates interviewed each of these
prisoners without witnesses in Tehran the evening before their repatri-
ation, to make sure that they were returning home of their own free
will. The 20 Egyptians were accompanied by a delegate on a regular
flight to Geneva, where they boarded another plane for Cairo. On
14 March, the ICRC handed the released prisoners over to the Egyp-
tian authorities.

Yemen Arab Republic

At the end of March the regional delegate for the Arabian Penin-
sula made the very first ICRC visit to persons detained at the Qasar al
Basha'ir National Security Service interrogation centre in Sana'a.

Europe

Romania

Following the clashes that broke out in mid-March between ethnic
Hungarians and Romanians in the city of Tirgu Mures, the ICRC dele-
gation in Romania sent out a team of delegates who visited the hospi-
tals where the victims were being treated and made a general survey
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of the situation. They reached the conclusion that the city's medical
infrastructure was sufficient to cover current needs. Seeing that tension
was still running high, the ICRC broadcast a message on Romanian
radio and television reminding the population that all wounded should
be treated humanely and without discrimination and that the Red Cross
emblem must be respected in all circumstances.

The ICRC continued visiting persons detained for security reasons
all over the country, including prisoners already sentenced and those
still awaiting trial. The delegates also went on distributing medical
supplies to some 40 hospitals in the provincial capitals.

Yugoslavia

From 6 March to early May, an ICRC team composed of two de-
legates, a doctor and two interpreters made a series of visits to deten-
tion centres in Yugoslavia. The delegates saw 289 persons detained for
security reasons in 25 places of detention all over the country. The
visits took place in accordance with the ICRC's customary criteria.
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