
In accordance with their provisions, the Protocols will enter into
force for the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic on 14 August 1990.

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic is the 94th State to become
party to Protocol I and the 84th to Protocol II.

Barbados accedes to the Protocols

On 19 February 1990, Barbados acceded to the Protocols addi-
tional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and relating to
the protection of victims of international conflicts (Protocol I) and
non-international armed conflicts (Protocol II), adopted in Geneva on 8
June 1977.

In accordance with their provisions, the Protocols will come into
force for Barbados on 19 August 1990.

This accession brings to 95 the number of States party to Protocol
I and to 85 those party to Protocol II.

Forty-sixth session of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights

(Geneva, 30 January-9 March 1990)

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights held its
46th annual session from 30 January to 9 March 1990 at the Palais
des Nations in Geneva. In addition to the Commission's 43 member
States, this well-nigh general assembly on human rights was attended
by about a hundred observer States, some 130 non-governmental orga-
nizations and a delegation of the International Committee of the Red
Cross.

On this occasion, ICRC President Cornelio Sommaruga inaugu-
rated the Geneva showing of the exhibition marking the 125th
anniversary of the 1864 Geneva Convention and entitled "Humanity
in the midst of war". This exhibition was first launched in October
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1989 at the United Nations headquarters in New York. The UN
Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights, Mr. Jan Martenson, the
Chairperson of the Commission, Mrs. Purification V. Quisumbing,
and the President of the ICRC took this opportunity to appeal for
respect for the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their two 1977 Addi-
tional Protocols protecting the victims of war, so as to ensure that the
most fundamental humanitarian principles were observed both in
peacetime and during armed conflicts. The ICRC President also
appealed for the immediate and unconditional release of the two ICRC
delegates held hostage in Lebanon.

Both appeals were subsequently included in a resolution on
hostage-taking urging States to ensure respect in all circumstances for
the humanitarian action of the International Committee of the Red
Cross and its delegates and strongly condemning the taking of any
person hostage, whoever was responsible and whatever the circum-
stances, whether or not the hostage was chosen at random and what-
ever his nationality. The Commission further censured the action of all
persons responsible for taking hostages, whatever their motives, and
demanded that they immediately release those they were holding.

As in the past, the Commission appealed for respect for interna-
tional humanitarian law in its resolutions on the situation of human
rights in El Salvador and in Afghanistan.

In view of the fact that the ongoing armed conflict in El Salvador
was of a non-international character and that the Parties involved were
under the obligation to apply the minimum standards of protection
afforded by human rights and of humanitarian treatment provided for
in Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 1977
Additional Protocol II, the Commission requested the Parties to the
conflict to guarantee respect for the humanitarian standards applicable
in non-international armed conflicts such as that in El Salvador. In
particular it urged them to protect the civilian population, the war-
wounded and persons deprived of their freedom for reasons connected
with the conflict; to facilitate at all times the evacuation of the
wounded and the war-disabled; to co-operate with humanitarian orga-
nizations engaged in alleviating the suffering of the civilian population
wherever such organizations operated in the country; and in no
circumstances to penalize medical and health personnel for carrying
out their activities.

As for the situation in Afghanistan, the Commission once again
earnestly requested the Parties to the conflict to respect the 1949
Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Additional Protocols, to halt the
use of weapons against the civilian population, to protect all prisoners
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from acts of reprisal and violence, including ill-treatment, torture and
summary execution, to forward to the ICRC the names of all prisoners
and to grant the ICRC unrestricted access to all parts of the country
and the right to visit all prisoners in accordance with its established
criteria.

The international community unanimously agreed on the import-
ance of disseminating knowledge of human rights law and interna-
tional humanitarian law in periods of armed conflict. The Commis-
sion shared the view expressed by the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities that greater respect for
humanitarian law and the law of human rights was needed in times of
armed conflict and, recognizing the vital role of the ICRC in the
dissemination of international humanitarian law, noted that the States
party to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their two 1977
Additional Protocols had undertaken to disseminate those instruments
as widely as possible and, in particular, to include the study thereof in
their programmes of military instruction and encourage such study by
the civilian population.

All Governments were invited to devote particular attention to
giving instruction to all members of security and other armed forces,
and to all law enforcement agencies, in human rights law and interna-
tional humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts.

The Commission further emphasized the need for the United
Nations to harmonize its public information activities in the field of
human rights with organizations such as the ICRC and the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
regarding the dissemination of information on international humani-
tarian law.

The Commission also recommended that the Secretary-General
continue to develop those activities and, as in 1989, requested him to
explore yet further the possibilities offered by co-operation between
the Centre for Human Rights, specialized bodies of the United Nations
system (such as the UN Development Programme and the UNHCR),
and the ICRC in developing strategies for the establishment or
strengthening of national and regional infrastructures for the promotion
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the
planning, execution and evaluation of specific projects.
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