
• Re-elections

Mr. U. G. Middendorp, Mr. Athos Gallino and Mr. Andre Ghelfi
were re-elected for a new four-year term. For professional reasons
Mr. Odilo Guntern did not stand for re-election.

Mr. Pierre Keller was re-elected as a member of the Executive
Board.

Mr. Guy Deluz, appointed Director-General of the ICRC on
24 August 1989 (see IRRC No. 272, September-October 1989, p. 472),
took up his duties on 1 January 1990.

Presidential missions

Between November 1989 and January 1990 Mr. Cornelio
Sommaruga, President of the ICRC, carried out the following missions:

• To Chad

The President of the ICRC, accompanied by Mr. Dieter Pfaff of the
ICRC's Africa Zone, paid an official visit to Chad from 4 to
7 November 1989. He was received by Mr. Hissen Habre, President of
the Republic of Chad, with whom he discussed the question of the
Libyan prisoners of war detained in Chad, pointing out the advantages
that Chad could derive from closer collaboration with the ICRC,
particularly if the ICRC was allowed to carry out its mandate under the
Geneva Conventions as regards visits to prisoners of war and their
repatriation. An agreement in principle was concluded on this subject
between the ICRC and Chad, and it was agreed that the procedure for
implementing it should be finalized by, and with the mutual consent of,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the ICRC. The President of the
ICRC also had talks with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Minister of Health.

During his stay in N'Djamena, Mr. Sommaruga was received by the
Youth Section of the Red Cross of Chad, which proclaimed him an
honorary member at a ceremony in Koundoul. He also visited Red
Cross headquarters, the Ministry of Public Health's blood bank and the
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big SECADEV/ICRC orthopaedic centre, which fits the war disabled
and victims of accidents or disease with prostheses.

Lastly, a lecture followed by discussion was held at N'Djamena
University, during which Mr. Sommaruga, who was welcomed by the
Dean of the Faculty of Political Science, Economics and Management,
talked to more than 250 students on the subject of international
humanitarian law.

• To the European Community

On 4 December the President of the ICRC, accompanied by
Mr. Andreas Lendorff, Head of the Relief Division, visited Brussels for
a meeting with Community officials.

The President had talks with Mr. Manuel Marin, Vice-President of
the Commission of the European Communities, in charge of
Co-operation and Development. At this interview the ICRC
representatives expressed their gratitude for the exceptional support
given to the ICRC throughout the year by the Directorates headed by
Mr. Marin. The European Community contributed more than 60 million
Swiss francs in cash and food aid to the ICRC's operational budgets,
and was the principal donor to the ICRC in 1989, after the Swiss
Confederation.

The President of the ICRC also had detailed talks with the Chairman
of the Permanent Representatives Committee, Mr. Vidal, Permanent
Representative of France.

While in Brussels Mr. Sommaruga also visited the Belgian Red
Cross, where he had talks with the Vice-President Mr. Jacques
Delruelle and the two Directors-General, Mr. Guy Hullebroek and
Mr. Carl Vandekerckhove; he gave a complete account of current
operational activities and discussed certain questions regarding the
whole Movement.

• In Lebanon and Syria

From 17 to 20 December 1989 the President of the ICRC visited
Lebanon and Syria to meet their Heads of State and enlist their support
for the release of the two Red Cross delegates kidnapped in Sidon on
6 October (see IRRC No. 273, November-December 1989, pp. 575 and
579).

On 18 December at Ablah in northern Lebanon, Mr. Sommaruga
had talks with Mr. Elias Hrawi, President of the Lebanese Republic,
who strongly condemned the seizure of members of the ICRC

45



as hostages and stressed that he attached great importance to the
ICRC's being able to continue its work.

At the end of this interview Mr. Sommaruga, who was accompanied
by Mr. Michel Dufour, Head of the ICRC delegation in Lebanon,
Mr. Andre Pasquier, the President's Special Adviser in charge of
humanitarian negotiations, and Mr. Carlos Bauverd, Head of the ICRC
Press Division, answered questions from Lebanese journalists and
representatives of Swiss media.

On Tuesday 19 December, after two interviews with Mr. Dia al
Fattal, the Syrian Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, the ICRC
President had talks with Mr. Farouk ash-Shara, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and Mr. Abd al-Halim Khaddam, Vice-President of the Syrian
Arab Republic, both of whom assured him of their Government's full
support in this matter.

During his stay in Damascus Mr. Sommaruga met the President of
the Syrian Red Crescent, who was accompanied by two senior members
of the National Society.

• In Austria

At the invitation of the Austrian Government the President of the
ICRC visited Vienna from 14 to 17 January 1990, where he met leading
personalities including the Federal Chancellor Dr. Franz Vranitzky, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Alois Mock, the Finance Minister
Mr. Ferdinand Lacina, the Minister of National Defence Dr. Robert
Lichal, and the Health Minister Dr. Harald Ettl. The President also had
an interview with Mr. Kurt Waldheim, President of the Austrian
Republic.

During these discussions, the President gave an account of the
ICRC's activities, including the relief operation in Romania, spoke in
favour of active financial support by the Austrian Government, and
asked for its help in furthering the ratification of the Protocols in
Eastern Europe and elsewhere.

Finally, at a press conference, the President again appealed for the
immediate unconditional release of the two ICRC delegates kidnapped
in Lebanon.

During his visit the President called on the Austrian Red Cross
where he was received by its President, Dr. Heinrich Treichl, and his
close colleagues.

The President's talks with the Austrian Red Cross mainly concerned
humanitarian aid in Central Europe and co-ordination of the
Movement's activities for that purpose. There were also exchanges of
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views on the subject of the next International Conference of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent. At the end of the visit President Treichl
awarded Mr. Sommaruga the highest decoration of the Austrian Red
Cross and informed him that the Society would make a special
contribution to the ICRC of one million Austrian schillings.

During his visit Mr. Sommaruga discussed ICRC operations with
high officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and gave a lecture at
the «Gesellschaft fur Aussenpolitik» (Foreign Affairs Society) on
"Taten statt Worte-Das Internationale Komitee vom Roten Kreuz in
einer konfliktreichen Welt" (Deeds speak louder than words—The
International Committee of the Red Cross in a world of many conflicts).
Lastly he visited UNRWA headquarters, where he took part in a
working session with its top officials, chaired by Mr. Giacomelli, its
Commissioner-General. The President was accompanied on this mission
by Mr. Jiirg Bischoff, ICRC spokesman, and Mr. Hans-Peter Gasser,
Legal Adviser.
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