
AGREEMENT
between the International Committee of the
Red Cross and the League of Red Cross and

Red Crescent Societies

Geneva, 20 October 1989

The International Committee of the Red Cross (hereinafter called "the
ICRC"), represented by Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, President, and by Mr. Yves
Sandoz, Director, on the one hand, and

the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (hereinafter called "the
League"), represented by Mr. Mario Villarroel Lander, President, and Mr. Par
Stenback, Secretary General, on the other hand,

conclude the present Agreement in accordance with Article 7 of the Statutes
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (hereinafter called
"the Movement").

AGREEMENT

PARTI
GENERAL

Article 1
Purpose of the Agreement

The present Agreement is intended to:

— facilitate the implementation of the Statutes of the Movement in terms of
Article 7, paragraph 3, thereof, respecting the basic texts relevant to the
subjects of this Agreement and adopted by the statutory bodies of the
Movement;
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— defend, in accordance with the Fundamental Principles, the interests of all
those whom it is the Movement's mission to protect and to assist;

— strengthen the unity of the Movement;

— ensure that the Movement's work is carried out as efficiently as possible,
avoiding any overlapping;

— establish working methods designed to harmonize activities and facilitate
their co-ordination.

Article 2
National Societies

The National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (hereinafter called "the
National Societies") shall assist in the implementation of this Agreement and
contribute to it in conformity with their obligations as far as provided in the
Statutes of the Movement and in the League Constitution.

PART II

PROVISIONS RELATING TO ACTIVITIES

Section A - Co-operation in general activities

Article 3
Fundamental Principles

The ICRC, which is responsible for maintaining and disseminating the
Fundamental Principles, shall co-operate with the League in their dissemination
and to ensure that these Principles are universally respected by the Movement's
components and statutory bodies. The two institutions shall keep each other
informed of their respective activities in this respect.

Article 4
Movement and peace

The ICRC and the League shall co-operate in continuing to implement the
"Programme of Action of the Red Cross and Red Crescent as a Factor of
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Peace" and to perform all the tasks set out in the documents on peace which
they have approved. They shall draw up jointly documents on peace and
endeavour to adopt a common attitude and co-ordinate their activities in this
respect.

Article 5
Use of the emblem

5.1 In co-operation with the League, the ICRC shall draw up draft regulations
on the use of the emblem by the National Societies. These draft rules shall
be submitted for consideration by the Council of Delegates of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (hereinafter called
"the Council of Delegates") and for approval by the International
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (hereinafter called "the
International Conference").

5.2 The League shall support the ICRC in its efforts to ensure that the
governments and the National Societies respect and ensure respect for the
provisions on the use of the emblem contained in the Geneva Conventions
and any other relevant texts.

Article 6
Establishment and development of National Societies

with a view to their recognition by the ICRC
and admission to the League

6.1 The ICRC and the League shall co-operate in promoting the establishment
and development of a National Society, wherever it is necessary, and shall
keep each other informed of their respective activities in this regard.

6.2 The ICRC and the League shall study together all requests for the
recognition of new National Societies. They shall take appropriate
measures to assist the applicant Society to be prepared for recognition by
the ICRC and admission to the League.
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Article 7
Development of the National Societies

7.1 In accordance with the Movement's Statutes, the development of National
Societies shall fall within the competence of the League.

7.2 The ICRC can contribute to the development of the National Societies in
the following matters:

— technical and legal assistance in establishing and reconstituting
National Societies;

— support of the National Societies' programmes for disseminating
knowledge of international humanitarian law and the Fundamental
Principles;

— involvement of the National Societies in measures taken to promote
international humanitarian law and ensure its implementation;

— preparation of the National Societies for their activities in the event of
conflict;

— contribution to the training of National Society leaders in fields, related
to its mandate.

7.3 With the League's consent, the ICRC may undertake other activities if the
National Society concerned so wishes.

7.4 In armed conflict situations, the ICRC may expand its co-operation with
the National Societies involved in order to strengthen their operational
capacity. In such cases, the development work of the League and of the
ICRC must be closely co-ordinated.

7.5 In order to establish a co-ordinated development policy for the Movement
and to ensure the best utilization of available resources, the two institutions
agree to give their contributions in the framework of development plans of
National Societies. The ICRC and the League shall keep each other
informed of their respective plans and decisions contributing to the overall
development efforts.

Article 8
Review of the Statutes of National Societies

Guided by the resolutions adopted by the International Conference, the
ICRC and the League shall jointly study the Statutes of the National Societies
and their implementation and, when necessary, make appropriate recom-
mendations.
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Article 9
Protection of the integrity of National Societies

Whenever it appears to either institution that a National Society has become
unable to protect its integrity and to act in accordance with the Fundamental
Principles, the ICRC and the League shall consult each other on the advisability
of taking action, either jointly or separately. In the latter case, the two
institutions shall keep each other informed of any action taken and of
subsequent consequences.

Article 10
Tracing

10.1 Tracing activities relating to situations covered by Articles 18 and 20 fall
within the competence of the ICRC.

10.2 The ICRC, in co-operation with the League, shall promote and encourage
the establishment in the National Societies of tracing services capable of
taking action in the situations covered by Articles 17 to 21.

10.3 The ICRC shall act as adviser to the National Societies and co-ordinate
tracing operations with regard to technical methods and procedures.

Article 11
International humanitarian law

11.1 The ICRC, which is responsible for promoting, developing and dis-
seminating international humanitarian law, shall encourage the States to
become party to the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols.
It shall draw up commentaries on those instruments and prepare model
agreements, texts on implementation and other similar documents.

11.2 The League shall assist the ICRC in the promotion and development of
international humanitarian law and co-operate with the ICRC in
dissemination of knowledge of that law among the National Societies.

Article 12
Public relations and information

12.1 In their public relations, the ICRC and the League, while performing their
respective functions, shall harmonize their activities so as to present a
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common image of the Movement to demonstrate its unity and to
contribute to a greater understanding of the Movement by the public.

12.2 The ICRC and the League shall endeavour to prepare and implement
co-ordinated or joint plans and activities.

12.3 The ICRC and the League shall keep each other informed of any bulletin
and circular letter of common interest sent to National Societies.
Important matters of common interest shall be the object of prior
consultation.

12.4 On subjects of common interest, the ICRC and the League shall
co-operate in the preparation of material to be sent to the National
Societies.

Article 13
Fund-raising

The ICRC and the League shall consult each other on fund-raising
whenever necessary.

Article 14
Training

14.1 The ICRC and the League shall co-operate in the establishment of training
programmes for both their own and National Society staff in the
dissemination of international humanitarian law and the Fundamental
Principles, and shall co-ordinate their activities in this field.

14.2 The League shall co-operate with the ICRC in the latter's statutory
function of contributing, in anticipation of armed conflicts, to the training
of medical personnel and to the preparation of medical equipment.

14.3 The ICRC, supported whenever possible by the League, shall contribute
to the training of staff for the tracing services of the National Societies.

14.4 The ICRC and the League shall work together to set up training
programmes for staff engaged in relief operations, whether in connection
with armed conflicts or disasters, and to promote such programmes within
the National Societies.

14.5 The ICRC and the League shall take part in the training activities of the
Henry Dunant Institute.
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Article 15
Relief preparedness

The ICRC and the League shall co-ordinate their respective methods for
relief preparedness, including methods of co-operating with other organizations.

Article 16
Co-operation in the medical field

In addition to their co-operation in training medical and paramedical staff,
the ICRC and the League shall work together to standardize the supplies and
medical equipment used in relief operations.

Section B - Co-operation in Red Cross and Red Crescent
international relief operations

Article 17
Relief operations

Under the present Agreement, relief operations by the components of the
Movement shall comprise the provision of all material assistance and the
assignment of personnel of all categories.

Article 18
Activities in situations of armed conflict

In situations of international or other armed conflict, the ICRC, by virtue of
the role of a specifically neutral and independent institution and intermediary
conferred on it by the Geneva Conventions and the Statutes of the Movement,
shall assume the general direction of international Red Cross and Red Crescent
actions.

Article 19
Activities in situation of peace

In situation of peace the League shall, in accordance with its Constitution,
co-ordinate the relief work of the National Societies following any major
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disaster. It shall take part in distributions and direct the action when
asked to do so by beneficiary National Societies.

Article 20
Activities in other situations

In situations not covered by Article 18, and requiring action by a
specifically neutral and independent institution, the ICRC shall assume the
general direction of Red Cross and Red Crescent international action.

Article 21
Activities in changing or special situations

21.1 If a situation covered by Articles 18 or 20 arises in a country where the
League is working under Article 19, the ICRC shall assume responsibility
for the action. However, if the situation covered by Article 19 affects a
zone not involved in that covered by Article 18 or 20, the League shall
continue to be responsible for action in that zone.

21.2 If a situation covered by Article 18 or 20 comes to an end but the effects
of a disaster persist, the League shall assume responsibility for the action.

21.3 If, in a country where the ICRC is working in a situation covered by
Article 18 or 20, a situation covered by Article 19 arises in a zone not
involved in that covered by Article 18 or 20, the League shall assume
responsibility for action in that zone.

21.4 In cases covered by paragraphs 1 to 3, the ICRC and the League shall act
in co-operation with the National Societies of the affected countries. The
two institutions shall together decide on interim measures and co-operate
in accordance with Article 23.

Article 22
Operational difficulties

22.1 In a situation where an international relief operation has been obstructed,
the ICRC and the League shall use all their influence, in any way open to
them, to ensure that all the components of the Movement are able to
assume their respective roles at the earliest possible date to relieve the
suffering of the victims.
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22.2 In the meantime, the ICRC and the League shall agree on any interim
measures to be taken by one or the other of the two institutions. Any such
measures shall be taken without delay unless there is disagreement, in
which case the procedure set out in Article 23 shall be followed.

Article 23
Implementation

23.1 In situations covered by Articles 21 and 22, the ICRC and the League
shall keep each other informed and take the decisions necessary to ensure
rapid and effective action by the Movement.

23.2 If, within three days following the initial contact, there is no decision
taken according to paragraph 1, the President of the ICRC accompanied
by the Director of Operations, and the President of the League
accompanied by the Secretary General, shall meet without delay to settle
the areas of disagreement and to decide on interim measures which they
consider necessary. They shall be assisted by any person whose presence
they deem useful. Should one of the above mentioned participants be
unable to attend, he shall be replaced as provided in the Statutes of the
ICRC and the Constitution of the League.

23.3 If a decision according to paragraph 2 cannot be reached, the ICRC and
the League may take any interim measures in accordance with the Statutes
of the Movement which they consider necessary.

23.4 The ICRC and the League shall inform the National Societies of the
decisions taken by them.

23.5 The ICRC and the League shall review the interim measures jointly,
whenever it is deemed necessary, and in any event before a period of three
months has elapsed.

Article 24
Request or supply from a National Society

The fact that a National Society submits a request to the ICRC or to the
League, or spontaneously hands over relief supplies to one of those institutions,
shall not alter the distribution of functions between the two institutions.
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Article 25
Appeals to National Societies

As a general rule, appeals for support with regard to an international relief
operation shall be sent to the National Societies by the institution which
assumes responsibility for that operation. There may also be joint appeals.

Article 26
Co-ordination with other organizations

The ICRC and the League shall seek to co-ordinate international Red Cross
and Red Crescent relief operations with the humanitarian activities of other
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

PART III

METHODS OF CO-OPERATION

Article 27
Invitations

27.1 Representatives of one of the institutions may be invited to a meeting at
the other when a matter of common interest is on the agenda. These
representatives may take part in the discussions but may not vote.

27.2 When one of the two institutions organizes a meeting with National
Societies, it shall inform the other and invite it to take part if matters of
common interest are to be discussed.

Article 28
Meetings of the Presidents

In addition to the extraordinary meeting provided for in Article 23, the
Presidents of the ICRC and League shall meet as often as they deem useful.
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Article 29
Co-operation in routine matters

29.1 The Directorate and staff of the ICRC and the Secretary General and staff
of the League shall co-operate on daily routine matters in any way they
deem appropriate, within the limits of their respective areas of
competence.

29.2 The ICRC and the League shall inform each other about major missions
they are planning and about the important visitors they are to receive.

Article 30
Co-operation between delegates

In countries where both institutions are present, ICRC and League delegates
shall maintain contact and co-operate in order to increase the Movement's
effectiveness.

Article 31
Relations with international institutions

In their relations with the United Nations and other international
institutions, the ICRC and the League shall consult each other with a view to
adopting, if possible, a common approach so as to maintain and strengthen the
unity, independence and effectiveness of the Movement. They shall do likewise
where there is a gathering or other event in which either institution has been
invited to participate.

Article 32
Amendments to the Statutes of the Movement

The ICRC and the League shall consult each other and endeavour to
harmonize their comments on any proposed amendments to the Statutes of the
Movement. They may also consult on any question of interpretation of the
Statutes.
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Article 33
Amendments to the respective Statutes

of the two institutions

Neither the ICRC nor the League shall amend its Statutes or Constitution on
a point related to their respective spheres of competence without giving the
other institution an opportunity to express its views on the proposed
amendment.

Article 34
Sharing of administrative expenses

As a general rule, the ICRC and the League shall each pay one half of the
administrative expenses incurred by the statutory bodies of the Movement
(International Conference, Council of Delegates, Standing Commission) and
other subsidiary joint bodies, where such expenses are not covered by the
organization hosting the meeting.

Article 35
Joint meeting

A "Joint Meeting", comprising staff members from the ICRC and from the
League, shall take place at least three times a year in order in particular to assist
the statutory bodies of the Movement in all procedural and substantive matters.
These meetings shall in principle be held alternatively at the headquarters of
each of the two institutions and shall be chaired by a representative of the host
institution.

Article 36
Joint working groups

The ICRC and the League may agree to set up joint working groups to
implement the present Agreement. The two institutions shall together decide the
membership, mandate, duration and methods of work of such groups.
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PART IV
FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 37
Previous provisions and coming into force

The present Agreement replaces the 1969 Agreement between the ICRC
and the League as well as its 1974 Interpretation for the purpose of specifying
certain of their respective functions in relief operations. It shall come into force
as soon as it has been ratified by the ICRC and the League in accordance with
their respective Statutes and Constitution.

Article 38
Revision

Whenever one of the two institutions perceives the necessity to revise any
provision of this Agreement, it shall notify its intention to the other institution
which shall agree to negotiate on the subject matter within a time limit not
exceeding three months.

Article 39
Withdrawal

39.1 Either institution may withdraw from the present Agreement by giving
advance notice of at least six months.

39.2 In the event of such withdrawal, both institutions shall make appropriate
arrangements either for the continuation or termination of joint or
co-ordinated actions already under way and for the maintenance of
friendly relations and co-operation between them in the spirit of the
Fundamental Principles.

Done and signed in duplicate originals
in Geneva on 20 October 1989.
Authentic languages: English and French.

For the ICRC: For the League:

CORNELIO SOMMARUGA MARIO VLLLARROEL LANDER

YVES SANDOZ PAR STENBACK
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