
IN GENEVA, STATUTORY MEETINGS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT

(October 1989)

Vllth Session of the General Assembly
of the League of Red Cross and

Red Crescent Societies
(Geneva, 23-26 October 1989)

The League General Assembly held its Vllth session from
23-26 October 1989 in Geneva. The session was attended by about
400 delegates from 144 National Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies.

At the opening ceremony, the League President, Mr. Mario
Villarroel Lander, said: "The future of the League lies in the hands of
all of us who are here today. We, as its present leaders, have great
responsibilities to face, but it is essentially on you that its success
depends; for it is you, as representatives of a world-wide organization,
who will have to plan and carry out its new strategies".

The President reported on his activities since his election in Rio de
Janeiro in 1987, prefacing his remarks with the statements that "an
institution that came into being to serve humanity at large could not
have survived, and cannot still survive, unless it follows that lofty
principle without discrimination... Year by year our difficulties grow
worse, the challenges we have to face are greater, our resources fewer;
but the greater the danger, the greater our courage". He added that the
Movement's future success depended on its unity.

Mr. H. Meier, Deputy Director-General of the International Labour
Organisation, where the General Assembly was held, Mr. C.
Sommaruga, President of the ICRC, and Mr. J. Vernet, President of the
Council of State of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, also spoke on
this occasion.
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After having heard and adopted the Secretary General's report on
League activities since the General Assembly's Vlth session (November
1987), the Assembly dealt with the following main topics.

1. Elections

• President: The General Assembly elected Mr. Mario Villarroel
Lander President of the League for a four-year term of office.

• Vice-Presidents: The General Assembly elected the National
Societies and appointed League Vice-Presidents for a four-year term of
office, as follows:

Algerian Red Crescent Dr. Mouloud Belaouane
Canadian Red Cross Society Mr. Darrell Jones
Red Cross Society of China Mr. Tan Yuhne
Cuban Red Cross Mr. Esmildo Gutierrez Sanchez
Icelandic Red Cross Mr. Gudjon Magnusson
Red Cross Society of Niger Mr. AH Bandiare
Syrian Arab Red Crescent Dr. Fouad Hamzah
Alliance of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies of the USSR Dr. Dimitry Venedictov

In his capacity as President of the Swiss Red Cross, Dr. Karl
Kennel is the ninth Vice-President of the League ex officio.

• Executive Council: The General Assembly elected the following
16 National Societies as members of the Executive Council for a
four-year term:

Africa Asia/Pacific
Burkina Faso Australia
Sierra Leone India
Sudan Japan
Swaziland Malaysia
Togo
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Europe Americas
Great Britain Brazil
Spain Mexico
Turkey Trinidad and Tobago

United States

2. Admission of new National Societies

The General Assembly admitted the National Society of Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines as the 149th member of the League and
confirmed the provisional admission of the National Societies of Chad,
Mozambique and Dominica.

3. Ratification of the new ICRC/League Agreement

The General Assembly ratified the new Agreement between the
ICRC and the League, signed on 20 October 1989. The Agreement
defines co-operation between the two institutions in all spheres of
humanitarian work. It specifies the respective mandates and
responsibilities of each in international Red Cross and Red Crescent
relief operations, in time of armed conflict or in peacetime, and in
special or changing situations. The Agreement also lays down
guidelines for the development of National Societies, the recognition
and admission of National Societies and examination of their statutes,
public relations and information, and fund-raising and training. The
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies help implement the
Agreement, in accordance with their obligations under the Movement's
Statutes and the League Constitution. For the text of the Agreement,
please turn to page 23.

4. Programme of Transition for the South African Red
Cross Society

The General Assembly approved a two-year Programme of
Transition to make the South African Red Cross Society (SARCS)
"truly multiracial". Indeed, concerned about recent reports of conflict
and racial tension within the SARCS, the General Assembly approved
the Secretary General's proposal to set up a League delegation in South
Africa to help the SARCS strengthen Red Cross activities in poor
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communities. It invited the President and Secretary General of the
League to set up a Red Cross/Red Crescent Transitional Assistance
Group (REDTAG) to work with SARCS, in co-operation with the
ICRC, on this programme of change.

5. League budgets for 1990 and 1991

After having adopted the financial reports for 1987 and 1988,
presented by the Finance Commission, the General Assembly approved
the budgets proposed by the Secretary General: 21,775,000 Swiss francs
for 1990 and 23,265,000 Swiss francs for 1991. It also approved the
scale of statutory contributions for the same period.

6. New League Treasurer General

The Assembly appointed Mr. Bengt Bergman to the post of League
Treasurer General for a four-year team.

7. Strategy for the Nineties

The Assembly approved a "Strategic Work Plan for the Nineties",
the purpose of which is to increase the League's capacity to meet the
challenges of the modern world and to promote a development process
that would limit human vulnerability. The National Societies were urged
to be guided by the Strategic Work Plan in playing a more active role in
emergency situations, improving their disaster-preparedness systems
and strengthening their operational capacity for the benefit of
communities. The League Executive Council was asked to set up a
working group to evaluate the implementation of the Strategic Work
Plan.

8. Principles and Rules for Development Co-operation

The Assembly, recognizing that co-operation among National
Societies had to be increased to strengthen their institutional structures
and their services to the community, adopted a paper on principles and
rules, as yet provisional, for development co-operation. The paper deals
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with the definition of development within the Movement, development
co-operation agreements, priorities for development assistance, the
organization and preparation of development plans on the national level,
and the responsibilities of participating and operating National
Societies, the League and the ICRC in the field of international
development assistance.

The Assembly also voted to establish a "Fund for the Development
of National Societies", to help the National Societies draw up
development plans and in particular to help the operating Societies
strengthen their institutional structures and management capacity.

9. Health and social welfare work

Concerned by the fact that over 500,000 women die each year
during pregnancy and childbirth and that many millions more suffer
from pain and disability for the rest of their lives, the Assembly adopted
a decision on "safe motherhood" requesting the League Secretary
General to set up development programmes to improve the educational
status and health of girls and women. The National Societies were
requested to strengthen and develop their existing activities and links
with governments, inter-governmental and non-governmental organ-
izations in order to contribute more effectively to the Safe Motherhood
Initiative, which aims to cut maternal mortality by at least half by the
year 2000.

The Assembly also appealed to the National Societies to support
young people, many of whom had expressed concern about
environmental factors that affect their health, in their efforts to develop
suitable health activities.

In addition, recognizing that many governments and the World
Health Organization had developed policies restricting the number of
drugs to be used in national health programmes, the Assembly urged the
National Societies to ensure that requests for drugs, medical equipment
and other medical supplies complied with national policies and were a
constituent part of well-defined programmes which focused on the
priority health needs of vulnerable communities. The Secretary General
was requested to take a strong co-ordinating role and to establish
appropriate guidelines in order to ensure that drugs, medical equipment
and other medical supplies were requested and donated in a manner that
was both technically and operationally sound and would strengthen the
League's commitment to primary health care.
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10. Women and Red Cross/Red Crescent development

The General Assembly, taking special note of the role played by
women in development, endorsed a Plan of Action of Women in Red
Cross/Red Crescent Development. The Assembly urged the National
Societies to respond to the needs of women in all services and training
programmes, to associate women closely in the drawing up of relief and
development programmes and to create a favourable environment for
the advancement of women in managerial and decision-making
positions.

11. Refugees and displaced persons

Refugees, asylum seekers, displaced persons and returnees have
always been among the League's main concerns. On this point the
Assembly adopted a decision recommending inter alia that the
Movement's activities for the survivors of torture be maintained and
developed. Above all, it reiterated the Movement's readiness to respond
to refugee emergencies, in co-operation with other representatives of the
international community, and to continue to provide information aimed
at better understanding and mutual acceptance between refugees and
their host communities.

12. Reports by the Constitutional Commissions

The Assembly adopted the reports by four League Commissions:
health and community services, disaster relief, development and youth.

• Health and Community Services: The Commission recom-
mended that League activities to promote "safe motherhood", the
League's Social Welfare Service and the participation of young people
in health activities be strengthened and that policy on the supply of
drugs for relief operations be clearly defined.

• Disaster Relief Commission: The Commission took note of the
League's active participation in the "International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction" and heard reports on operational procedures,
tracing in natural disasters, guidelines for welfare work in disasters, and
the use of credit balances from relief operations. The Assembly, for its
part, reaffirmed the League's support, in co-operation with the
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appropriate United Nations agencies, for efforts to meet the goals of the
"International Decade". It urged the National Societies to play an active
role in the national and regional Committees to be set up to reduce,
through adequate preparedness and preventive measures, the conse-
quences of natural disasters.

• Development: The Commission adopted a set of guidelines on
development co-operation with a view to improving it and urged that
the guidelines become operational immediately. It also supported the
proposal to establish a League Development Fund comparable to the
Disaster Emergency Fund. After hearing the Secretariat's report on
improving the training of field personnel, the Commission urged the
League to draft a standard training manual for use at national level.

• Youth: The Assembly expressed its satisfaction at the success of
Supercamp 89, which took place in September in Italy and Geneva and
was the culminating event of the celebrations marking the 125th
anniversary. The participants considered the camp to be an example of
harmony, friendship and peace which would have a considerable
influence on the development of many National Societies.

The Assembly approved a recommendation by the Youth
Commission that a Youth Policy and Strategy be defined, to be
submitted to the 1991 session of the General Assembly. The Secretary
General was asked to examine the possibility of establishing an
International Youth Fund.

On the recommendation of the Executive Council, the Assembly
elected the Chairman and the 12 National Society members of each of
these four Commissions as well as the Chairman and the members of
the Finance Commission for a four-year term of office, according to the
new provisions of the League Constitution.
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