EXTRACT FROM THE STATUTES OF
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

ADOPTED 21 JUNE 1973

ART. 1. — International Committee of the Red Cross

1. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), founded in Geneva in 1863 and formally
recognized in the Geneva Conventions and by International Conferences of the Red Cross, shall be an
independent organization having its own Statutes.

2, It shall be a constituent part of the International Red Cross. 1

ART, 2. — Legal Status
As an association governed by Articles 60 and following of the Swiss Civil Code, the ICRC shall
have legal personality.
ART. 3. — Headquarters and Emblem
The headquarters of the ICRC shall be in Geneva.
Its emblem shall be a red cross on a white ground. Its motto shall be Inter arma caritas.
ART, 4, — Role
1. The special role of the ICRC shall be:

(a) to maintain the fund ] principles of the Red Cross as proclaimed by the XXth International
Conference of the Red Cross;

(b) to recognize any newly established or reconstitued National Red Cross Society which fulfils the con-
ditions for recognition in force, and to notify other National Societies of such recognition;

{c) to undertake the tasks incumbent ot in under the Geneva Conventions, to work for the faithful appli-
cation of these Conventions and to take cognizance of any complaints regarding alleged breaches of
the humanitarian Conventions;

(d) to take action in its capacity as a neutral institution, especially in case of war, civil war or internal
strife; to endeavour to ensure at all times that the military and civilian victims of such conflicts and
of their direct results receive protection and assistance, and to serve in bumanitarian matters, as an
intermediary between the parties;

fe) to ensure the operation of the Central Information Agencies provided for in the Geneva Conventions;

{f} to contribute, in view of such conflicts, to the preparation and development of medlcal personnel
and medical equipment, in co-operation with the Red Cross or ions, the dical services of
the armed forces, and other competent authorities;

(g) to work for the continual improvement of humanitarian international law and for the better under-
standing and diffusion of the Geneva Conventions and to prepare for their possible extension;

(h) to accept the mandates entrusted to it by the International Conferences of the Red Cross.

2. The ICRC may also take any humanitarian initiative which comes within its role as a specifically
neutral and independent institution and consider any question requiring examination by such an
institution,

ART., 6 (first paragraph). — Membership of the ICRC

8 The ICRC shall co-opt its members from among Swiss citizens. It shall comprise fifteen to twenty-
ve mem!

1The International Red Cross comprises the National Red Cross Societies, the International
Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies. The term “National Red Cross
Societies’’ includes the Red C Societies.
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