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Africa

The ICRC information campaign in Southern Africa

In its November-December 1978 issue, International Review announ-
ced that in October 1978 the ICRC had launched an information cam-
paign in Southern Africa. This was a new venture, conducted by ICRC
delegates based on Lusaka and Salisbury, which by now has gathered
momentum. Its aim is to impart, as widely as possible, better knowledge
and understanding of the red cross emblem and of its significance, and in
this way to create conditions favouring the safety of Red Cross personnel
in regions where their lives might be exposed to considerable danger
because of military operations.

To that end, various means of information and publicity are being
utilized by the ICRC Press and Information Division in Geneva as well
as by the ICRC delegates in Southern Africa, for example, printed mat-
ter (strip cartoons, a bulletin "Red Cross in Action", articles and adver-
tisements in newspapers); audio-visual programmes (weekly radio
broadcasts, films, talks, exhibitions, posters) and the distribution of
publicity articles (such as bowls, T-shirts, exercise-books, pencils, stickers,
etc.).

It is still premature to attempt a definitive assessment of this informa-
tion campaign or to judge its impact on the population. Butonecan never-
theless draw at this stage a number of lessons and, where necessary,
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revise some of the objectives and means employed. The cumulative effect
of the information campaign has brought home to many people the
presence of the Red Cross, which hitherto was almost totally unknown,
as a familiar and welcome entity. There is still, however, a great deal
to be done to get the Red Cross to penetrate into the remoter rural areas
and to strengthen the participation of the local Red Cross Societies in the
preparations and conduct of the campaign.

Mission of the Delegate General

From 4 to 27 August the ICRC Delegate General for Africa,
Mr. Frank Schmidt, went on a mission to various African countries.
He first went to Kenya and other places in East Africa, and then South
Africa and Zimbabwe-Rhodesia in the south, visiting the ICRC delega-
tions in each country to discuss their humanitarian activities. In South
Africa he paid a series of visits to places of detention and in Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia he accompanied a team of delegates upcountry on an
evaluation mission in Chipinga district.

At Salisbury Mr. Schmidt, accompanied by the head of the ICRC
delegation, had talks on several occasions with government authorities.
In particular, he had a meeting with the Prime Minister, Bishop Abel
Muzorewa, whom he apprised of the ICRC's activities to protect and
assist the victims of the events in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. He also met the
Minister of Natural Resources and Land Development, Mr. George
Nyandoro, and the official British representative in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia,
Mr. Derek Day.

Zimbabwe-Rhodesia

In July and August the ICRC delegation in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia
continued its protection and assistance activities to the victims of the
conflict.

The ICRC provides relief to prisons on a regular basis and finances
the transport, by bus, of families wishing to visit their detained relatives.
In July relief amounting to over 3,000 Swiss francs was distributed and in
August additional relief was provided for detainees at the Chikurubi
prison.
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Assistance to displaced persons took the form of 238 tons of supplies,
worth some 298,000 Swiss francs in all, which were delivered in July and
included 221 tons of food, 7.6 tons of soap, building materials, 5,100
blankets, clothing and medecines.

Since the beginning of June the Central Tracing Agency has initiated
some 90 inquiries into the whereabouts of missing persons. In 44 cases
positive information has been given to the applicants. The ICRC tracing
agency offices also draw up lists of detainees and transmit messages for
separated famines.

Botswana

The ICRC delegation in Botswana has continued to distribute relief
(blankets, clothing, tents, drugs, etc.) in camps for displaced persons. In
June and July, 34.7 tons of supplies were delivered to the Dukwe, Selebi-
Pikwe and Francistown camps, where 20,496 persons were living at the
time.

As to protection, the ICRC delegates visited the country's seven main
detention centres, located at Gaborone, Lobatse, Francistown and
Selebi-Pikwe, between June and the end of August, seeing more than
2,100 prisoners in all.

Zambia

In July and August the ICRC provided refugee camps in Zambia
with 33 tons of relief, including 18 tons of powdered milk, 1.8 tons of
baby food and 14 tons of soap. About 100 tents were distributed as well
as drugs, tools and material for improving sanitary conditions, particu-
larly for providing the camps with drinking water supply. During the
same period, the victims of raids received medical assistance.

South Africa

From 13 to 23 August a team of ICRC delegates and doctors, headed
by the Delegate General for Africa, Mr. F. Schmidt, visited six places of
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detention in South Africa (Robben Island, Pretoria Local, Pretoria
Hospital, Pollsmoor, Kroonstad and Potchefstroom), housing 482
security prisoners under sentence.

Angola

At the end of August, in co-operation with the local Red Cross asso-
ciation, the ICRC repatriated a South African national who had been
detained by SWAPO in Angola for ten months.

Since August the ICRC has been involved in the establishment of an
orthopaedic centre for war disabled at Huambo in the southern part of
the country. A team of physiotherapists and prosthetists is already on the
spot.

Uganda

A tour to assess needs and distribute relief was undertaken in July and
August by an ICRC team of four delegates, including a doctor, in the
West Nile District of Uganda. The team visited some 25 hospitals and
dispensaries, some run by the Government and others by church missions,
and provided them with drugs, medical equipment, soap, blankets,
kitchen utensils and powdered milk. In addition, 100 dispensary units
donated by the Danish Red Cross reached Entebbe airport on 24 July and
were distributed by the ICRC at the same time as other supplies,
including 10 tons of powdered milk, in the districts of Karamoja and
Acholi. The value of this relief amounted to over 200,000 dollars.

With regard to protection, during July and August the ICRC delegates
visited more than 4,000 detainees in ten places of detention at Kampala,
Jinja, Mbale, Moroto, Kitgum, Namalu, Mubaku, Rwime and Masaka.

Tanzania

A second series of visits to places of detention was started in August.
During the first tour, which took place in June, the ICRC delegates saw
783 prisoners of war to whom they distributed relief in the amount of
26,000 Swiss francs.
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As to the civilian victims of the events, the regional delegate for East
Africa and a doctor toured the Bukoba region on the Ugandan border,
where some 30,000 displaced persons live in four camps, in order to
assess needs. Mattresses and blankets as well as drugs were distributed to
the camp dispensaries. In addition, it was decided to provide additional
food assistance to 3,000 children, many of whom are suffering from
malnutrition, and to 1,200 pregnant women.

Chad

In July and August the ICRC delegates visited prisoner-of-war camps
at Ounianga-Kebir, Gouro and Amoul in the north of the country and saw
171 captives in all.

They also distributed 30 tons of relief, representing two months'
rations for 1,000 prisoners and their families, in six camps.

Between 12 and 19 August the ICRC organized seven flights for 654
Chad civilian internees held by the National Liberation Front of Chad
(Frolinat). The persons concerned—women and children for the most
part—were transported to their home villages. Four flights went from
Faya and N'Djamena to Moundou and Sahr, and three others from
Faya to N'Djamena.

The above operation, which was the outcome of ICRC negotiations
with Frolinat and the Government of Chad, received logistic support
from the French Government, which made aircraft available to the
ICRC.

Mauritania

From 15 to 25 July the regional delegate and an ICRC doctor carried
out a mission in Mauritania. At Nouakchott, they were received by the
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence, the Chief of Staff of the Armed
Forces and the Minister of Health and Social Affairs. They also held
several talks with the leaders of the National Red Crescent Society.

The delegates visited and were able to converse without witness with
152 Polisario Front combatants held by the Mauritanians.
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Ethiopia

In July the ICRC distributed 120 tons of relief, over 2,000 blankets
and several medical units in the provinces of Gondar, Bale, Harargue,
Mekele and Tigrai for victims of the fighting.

Asia

Indo-Chinese refugees

Representatives of the ICRC and of the League of Red Cross Societies
were invited by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to participate
in the meeting on 20 and 21 July 1979 on refugees and displaced persons
in South-East Asia, held in Geneva under United Nations auspices. The
encouraging results obtained will enable the Red Cross to use its available
resources without delay to make an active contribtion to the assistance
programmes of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). This contribution will be to the following opera-
tions:

1. In temporary host countries Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
will, with support from the League of Red Cross Societies, expand
their present work in the camps, which consists of distributing basic
relief, building shelters, medical care, social welfare and cultural
assistance, communications, transport, etc. These tasks require
considerable resources in funds, manpower and material.

2. In permanent host countries the National Societies are stepping up
their activities to receive refugees, for whom they often take most of
the responsibility.

3. In all countries concerned the ICRC has begun to trace missing
persons, exchange messages and reunite dispersed families with the
active help of the National Societies concerned and in liaison with
the UNHCR.
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4. In Cambodia, the ICRC is making every effort to bring large-scale
help as soon as possible to civilian victims of the conflicts and is
preparing to send medical assistance and food.

The Red Cross is also considering what can be done to bring substan-
tial help to the other countries in the region which have been ruined by
the war that has afflicted them for so many years, or which are trying to
cope with the unprecedented problem of refugees arriving byl and and sea.

To draw up this plan of action, the League and the ICRC called a
meeting in Geneva, on 31 July and 1 August, of the representatives of
17 National Societies, including those from the five ASEAN countries
and the Hong Kong branch of the British Red Cross. Representatives of
the HCR and the ICEM (Intergovernmental Committee for European
Migration) took part in some of the discussions.

Spokesmen for National Societies in the countries of first asylum in
South-East Asia reported on their activities and problems. The discus-
sions showed the need to intensify the assistance operations already
under way and to put into effect the new plan for the region with no loss
of time. They also stressed the need for the League and the ICRC to
continue co-ordinating the assistance programmes and channeling the
resources contributed by the Red Cross or other sources, including those
obtained through the HCR and other international organizations.

Following this meeting, delegates were sent by the League and the
ICRC to South-East Asia to decide in consultation with the National
Societies in the region the practical steps that should be taken. For this
purpose, Mr. K. Seevaratnam and Mr. P. C. Stanissis of the League went
to Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, Hong Kong and Macao, while
Miss R. Tissieres and Mr. W. Knobel of the Central Tracing Agency
visited Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Hong Kong to examine
the problems relating to tracing missing persons and separated families.

The Central Tracing Agency, on 6 and 7 September, organized a
working meeting at Kuala Lumpur for heads of Tracing Agency offices of
the National Societies in the countries of first asylum.

A budget of 22.7 million Swiss francs was drawn up for the period up
to the end of 1979. To obtain the necessary financial support, a joint
appeal by the League and the ICRC was launched on 7 September to the
international community.
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Kampuchea

The ICRC and UNICEF were invited to send representatives to
Phnom Penh to discuss with the authorities of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea and the Red Cross in Phnom Penh the possibilities for
humanitarian aid for the victims of the conflict.

During an initial mission to Phnom Penh, from 17 to 19 July, an
ICRC delegate and a UNICEF representative had talks with the author-
ities and Red Cross officials. The two visitors also went to hospitals
in the capital and then to Kompong Speu to make a preliminary assess-
ment of needs and begin the drafting of a large-scale food and medical
assistance programme.

After this preliminary mission, the first relief flight was organized.
On 9 August, a plane chartered by the ICRC and UNICEF, with their
representatives aboard, left Ho-Chi-Minh-Ville for Phnom Penh with a
cargo of 4.4 tons of medicines and emergency medical equipment, which
were immediately distributed to various hospitals in the capital.

The ICRC delegate and the UNICEF representative remained in
Phnom Penh from 9 to 16 August, during which time they had several
meetings with the authorities and the Red Cross. They were received by
President Heng Samrin and had talks with the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, of Health and of Commerce, to whom they presented a joint
ICRC/UNICEF plan for assistance to the civilian population of Kam-
puchea. They discussed with various officials the practical means for
putting the plan into effect. The respective functions of the two organiza-
tions, under the plan, were to be, for the ICRC, protection and assistance
to the civilian population in general, and for UNICEF, assistance and
reconstruction of services for mothers and children.

While awaiting the outcome of continuing negotiations to obtain
approval for bringing in massive assistance most urgently needed by the
people, new relief flights were made on 29 August and 8 September,
bringing in a total of about sixty tons of food and medicines. In addition,
an ICRC doctor was sent to Phnom Penh at the end of August.

Indonesia

The Indonesian Red Cross has undertaken, in conjunction with the
ICRC, an emergency food and medical aid programme for about
60,000 displaced persons in East Timor.
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After the ICRC had completed a preliminary survey in the area in
April 1979, an agreement was entered into with the Indonesian Govern-
ment and the National Society in Indonesia, under which the ICRC
undertook to finance the aid programme and provide medical and
logistics experts to supervise its execution.

In July, the Indonesian Red Cross and the ICRC made a survey to
assess the needs, on the basis of which plans for assistance and the
practical means to carry out the programme were drawn up, taking into
account the very difficult terrain. It was established that some 60,000
persons, scattered in eight extremely remote villages situated in broken
mountain areas, were in urgent need of help. These localities could only
be reached by air, roads being either interrupted or completely impassable
even for heavy-duty vehicles. Relief goods will therefore have to be sent
by helicopter and the cost of the operation will accordingly be consider-
able. The ICRC is studying cheaper means of transport for a later stage
of the programme.

The ailments most frequently encountered during the medical survey
—apart from malnutrition—were malaria, intestinal diseases and
parasites, and lung conditions. Four Indonesian Red Cross medical
teams with help from relief delegates will be in charge of medical and food
assistance. At the same time, a paramedical training programme will be
organized. The ICRC delegates will supervise the progress of operations,
from the purchase of relief supplies to distribution among the benefi-
ciaries.

The cost of the assistance programme is estimated at 13 million Swiss
francs (including transport) for six months, after which the Indonesian
Government will take over and carry on this large-scale programme.

An appeal was made at the end of August to several governments and
National Societies with a view to raising the necessary funds and other
material support. However, in view of the urgency of the situation, the
Indonesian Red Cross and the ICRC have already gone into action.

In July and August, a team consisting of the ICRC regional delegate
for South-East Asia, a delegate, a doctor and an interpreter visited a
number of places of detention in Indonesia.
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The delegates went toatotalof29 places of detention inJava, Sumatra,
Sulawesi and Kalimantan, where they saw 2,134 persons who had been
detained in connection with the events. Relief supplies were distributed.

Taiwan

Mr. F. Amar, head of the ICRC delegation in Thailand, visited
Taiwan from 24 to 31 August at the invitation of the authorities.

Mr. Amar discussed the development of International Red Cross
activities for refugees and displaced persons in South-East Asia, espe-
cially the activities of the Central Tracing Agency. He also visited the
camp at Penghu, where there were 807 Indo-Chinese refugees.

Bangladesh/Pakistan

A ship chartered by the Government of Pakistan left Chittagong on
5 August for Karachi with 1,489 Biharis, former residents of Bangladesh,
who had expressed the desire to go and live in Pakistan.

The ICRC, in its capacity as a neutral intermediary, provides
technical assistance in the operation. The movement of Biharis, financed
by the Governments concerned and the HCR, is continuing by air.

Iran

An ICRC team consisting of two delegates, a doctor and a Central
Tracing Agency specialist, visited the Evine prison in Teheran from
22 to 29 August. They saw about 700 persons who had been arrested in
connection with the events; they were able to talk to them without wit-
nesses.

Latin America

Nicaragua

The end of the civil war in Nicaragua in mid-July brought no dimi-
nution in the protection and assistance activities of the ICRC on behalf of
victims of the conflict.
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Until the end of the fighting, food assistance for tens of thousands of
people, isolated both in the towns and countryside and with no access to
food supplies, constituted the highest priority for the humanitarian action.
From 19 June to 16 August, an airlift had been organized by the ICRC to
bring food relief, medical material, medicines and such miscellaneous
supplies as blankets and beds to Managua. Three planes, a DC-6 and
two DC-8s, were chartered by the ICRC to provide transport from
nearby countries and the United States. In addition, two Hercules
heavy transport planes were loaned to the ICRC, one by the Spanish
Government, based in Costa Rica, and the other by the British Govern-
ment, based in Panama. From the beginning of the food crisis resulting
from the conflict, these relief flights constituted the only means for
carrying out the humanitarian action conducted by the National Red
Cross Society and the ICRC in co-operation with such other organiza-
tions as the Catholic Relief Services, CARE, Caritas and CEPAD
(Evangelical Committee For Development Aid).

Since the cessation of hostilities, it has been possible to organize
relief truck convoys, which are less expensive than air transport, to gua-
rantee continuity for the food assistance programme and prevent general
famine in the country. Within two months, the ICRC delivered by land
and air more than 5,000 tons of food which was distributed by National
Red Cross volunteers.

With the end of the civil war, the ICRC delegates gave increased
attention to the protection activities. In an initial phase, they registered
the names of about 5,600 prisoners in the hands of the new Nicaraguan
authorities. Most of these were former members of the National Guard
and active supporters of the former regime. In the final hours of the
civil war, these persons and members of their families had asked the
ICRC for protection. After drawing up lists of prisoners, the ICRC asked
the authorities to give assurances as to their safety. The families of
former soldiers of the National Guard were released, while the other
prisoners came under the responsibility of the Government, which
granted the status of prisoners of war to all the persons still being held,
thus assuring them of the protection of international law.

During August, the work of the Tracing Agency considerably
increased, both by its efforts on behalf of prisoners and by additional
requests for the tracing of missing persons.

In June, the ICRC had launched an appeal to the international com-
munity for the financial assistance needed to continue operations already

271



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

under way. The magnitude of the needs and of the means required to
meet them made it apparent that the initial budget of 3.3 million Swiss
francs would soon be surpassed. A new appeal was therefore launched at
the end of August for a further amount of one million francs to make it
possible to continue activities until the end of the emergency phase.

Honduras

An ICRC delegate was sent to Honduras on 20 July in connection
with the situation in Nicaragua. He met the Minister of the Interior and
inquired about the situation of Nicaraguans in Honduras. He also visited
the refugee camps of Danli and Campo Luna and in co-operation with
the National Society made an estimate of needs with a view to providing
assistance if necessary.

The delegate made another visit at the beginning of September and
counted 3,017 refugees in the Danli camp and 2,500 others in the Yugare
camp.

Similar missions are being carried out in Guatemala and El Salvador,
where there are also Nicaraguans who fled their country at the end of the
civil war.

Costa Rica

At the beginning of July, the ICRC opened an operational base in
Costa Rica, to organize and co-ordinate shipments of supplies to Nica-
ragua, both by air and land. This base was closed on 16 August. On the
same date, the ICRC airlift ceased operation and the last shipment of
relief supplies stored at San Jos6 was sent to Managua in a truck convoy.
A continuing ICRC presence in Costa Rica was no longer necessary.

Argentina

In July and August, two ICRC delegates visited eight places of deten-
tion in Argentina and saw a total of 1,142 persons who were detained
for security reasons. As customary, they were able to speak freely with
detainees of their choice without witnesses.
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In July, ICRC relief for about 1,000 needy families of detainees
consisted of 13 tons of foodstuffs worth 12,670 dollars. Relief valued at
about 1,000 dollars was distributed in four prisons.

Middle East

Lebanon

In July and August, ICRC delegates in Lebanon continued their
protection and assistance for victims of the fighting. Following the
combats in July, both in the capital and in the south-eastern and south-
ern parts of the country, the ICRC provided aid to people who were
homeless because of the destruction of their houses. In southern Lebanon
in particular, delegates made a survey in several villages and distributed
food, blankets and clothing to about 180 victims of the bombardments.

In the domain of protection, ICRC delegates visited on 8 August three
persons in Palestinian hands, two of whom were liberated a few days later,
without the ICRC.

Fighting broke out again with renewed violence in southern Lebanon
in mid-August. On two occasions, on 13 and 15 August, shells landed in
the ICRC delegation compound in Tyre, although this was marked by
several large Red Cross flags. The building was damaged but there were
no casualties. The ICRC made representations to the authorities, asking
that steps be taken to prevent recurrence of such episodes.

Israel and the occupied territories

Several transfer operations between Israel, territories occupied by
Israel, and neighbouring countries took place in July and August under
ICRC auspices.

On 24 July, at Ras Nakura, four detainees released by the Israeli
authorities were repatriated to Lebanon. On 23 August a similar opera-
tion enabled a Lebanese detainee to return to his country.
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On 10 August, a Jordanian soldier who had crossed the demarcation
lines by mistake was repatriated across the Allenby Bridge.

At Kuneitra, on the Golan Heights, two movements of students were
arranged on 9 July and 6 August. In the first operation, seven students
from Gaza and 47 students from Golan crossed the lines into occupied
territories to spend their holidays with their families. On the second
occasion three students from Gaza and 14 from Golan went to Damascus
to take their university examinations. At the same time, two families,
consisting of 11 persons, crossed the lines in the opposite direction to join
relatives in occupied territory.
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