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Repatriation of prisoners of war and civilians

A further repatriation operation between India and Pakistan
was carried out from 7 to 10 November. An aircraft which the
Swiss Confederation had made available to the ICRC made four
flights between New Delhi and Rawalpindi and repatriated
352 persons. They included 145 wounded and sick Pakistani
prisoners of war, 207 Pakistani civilian internees (women and
children) and three wounded Indian prisoners of war.

With this operation, the number of prisoners of war repatriated
to both sides amounts to 775.

A repatriation operation between Pakistan and Bangladesh took
place from 14 to 16 November. The same plane enabled the ICRC,
in the course of two nights from Dacca to Lahore and back, to
repatriate seven Pakistani orphans and 160 Bangladesh pilgrims
stranded in Pakistan since December 1971.

Prisoners of war in India

The ICRC delegates in the Asian sub-continent are steadily
continuing their visits to prisoner-of-war camps in India and
Pakistan. It will be recalled that the 90,000-odd Pakistani captives
in Indian hands are scattered in some forty camps in the Ganges
basin. The 623 Indian prisoners of war held by Pakistan are all in
the Lyallpur camp.

At the end of October, the ICRC delegation in India was deeply
concerned, and approached the New Delhi authorities, about
further incidents which had occurred in four Pakistani prisoner-
of-war camps, at Roorkee, Gwalior, Ranchi and Agra. Four

657



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

prisoners of war were killed and two wounded. In accordance with
the established practice, the ICRC reports and the findings of
enquiries made by the Indian military authorities are sent to the
prisoners' own government.

Republic of Vietnam

ICRC delegates and doctors in the Republic of Vietnam visited
several places of detention in November: between 7 and 9
November, they visited the Can-Tho prisoner-of-war camp, from
20 to 25 November the Phu-Quoc camp, and the Cong-Hoa general
hospital on 15 and 16 November.

On the other hand, due to the restrictions which have been
placed on their activities, they have not been able to visit national
and provincial correctional institutions (prisons) since last March,
and the ICRC has decided to abstain from any further approaches
in this connection until the restrictions have been lifted.

Laos

In November 1972, the ICRC delegate in Laos, together with
a member of the Lao Red Cross, went to Savannakhet and Keng
Kok, in order to enquire into the condition of some 800 families
(about 5,000 persons) who had had to leave their houses because of
fighting. He also visited Houesai and Luang-Prabang, where there
were about 9,000 refugees, to whom the ICRC provided some
supplementary aid.

Middle East

In Israel, on 16 November 1972, ICRC delegates visited the
112 Arab prisoners of war held in the Sarafand military camp
prison—61 Egyptians, 41 Syrians and 10 Lebanese. The day before,
they visited five other Syrian prisoners of war.

In the Arab Republic of Egypt, the ten Israeli prisoners of war
held in the Abassieh military prison were visited on 14 November
1972.

In Syria, the ICRC delegate visited the three Israeli prisoners
of war on 16 November 1972.
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Kampala, Asians of indeterminate nationality compelled to leave Uganda.

.. applying for travel documents which the ICRC delegate issues.
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Khmer Republic: An ICRC delegate (centre) and members of the Khmer Re*
Cross distribute food to refugees in the Pochentong camp.

Ghana: The President of the National Red Cross, Mr, Ollenu (left) Introducing
Mr. Moreillon, ICRC Delegate-General, and Mr. Weber, Regional Delegate, to the
Head of the State, Colonel Acheampong (right).
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Yemen Arab Republic

Following the recent fighting between the armed forces of the
Yemen Arab Republic and the People's Democratic Republic of
Yemen, the ICRC offered its services to the two Governments
concerned with a view to aiding the victims and visiting prisoners.
In addition, the ICRC delegate in Sana'a was instructed to make
an estimate of needs. He therefore proceeded to the Taiz area, in
the southern part of the country.

Meanwhile, the ICRC despatched to the Yemen Arab Republic
two relief consignments including plasma, anti-tetanus vaccine,
surgical equipment and dressings. The ICRC delegate visited
22 prisoners from the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, to
whom the Sana'a authorities had granted prisoner-of-war treatment
in accordance with the Third Geneva Convention. He distributed
relief supplies to the prisoners and handed out family message
forms, to enable them to let their relatives in the People's Demo-
cratic Republic of Yemen have news of them. During the second
half of November, he visited four civilian nationals of the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen, who had recently been captured
and were detained at Al Beida. The Sana'a authorities are treating
them as prisoners of war.

People's Democratic Republic of Yemen

On 9 November 1972, the ICRC delegate in the People's Demo-
cratic Republic of Yemen visited 28 prisoners of war and two
civilians from the Yemen Arab Republic, who had been captured
during the recent fighting.

Mission of ICRC Delegate-General in Latin America

Mr. S. Nessi, ICRC Delegate-General for Latin America, left
Geneva on 17 October 1972 on a mission which was to last several
weeks.

His first stop was Honduras, where he stayed until 24 October.
He visited two places of detention, the " Centro de Rehabilitation
Penitenciario " in Tegucigalpa, and the " Centro Penal " at San
Pedro Sula.

661



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

He next proceeded to Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua.
In November, he went to Costa Rica and Panama. After having

attended several meetings of the League of Red Cross Societies
Training Institute in Colombia, Mr. Nessi left on 18 November for
Ecuador.

In all the countries he visited, the Delegate-General was wel-
comed by Red Cross leaders. He familiarized himself with the
Societies' activities and conferred with Government officials in each
country on subjects such as the dissemination of the Geneva
Conventions within the armed forces and among youth.

Chile

After a stay in Uruguay, the ICRC Regional Delegate for Latin
America went to Chile, where he stayed from 10 to 26 October 1972.

In Santiago, he conferred with Government authorities, particu-
larly in the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, the Interior and Health.
He met Chilean Red Cross leaders, visited the Society's installations
and learned of some of its activities, including the distribution of
milk in schools. Lastly, he visited two places of detention, the
" Penitenciaria de Santiago" and the " Casa Correccional de
Mujeres ", where he saw about a thousand detainees altogether.

Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador

Continuing their mission to Andean countries, the ICRC
delegate and doctor stayed in Bolivia from 10 to 23 October 1972.
They held talks with Government authorities, including the
Minister of the Interior and the " Jefe de Inteligencia ", and with
Bolivian Red Cross leaders, and then, from 14 to 20 October,
visited six places of detention in La Paz and in the provinces. In
each place, they handed over medicaments for the detainees. In
addition, relief supplies were distributed in five prisons.

They next went to Peru and Ecuador. In Peru, they visited
four, and in Ecuador five, places of detention. In both Lima and
Quito, they conferred with Government officials and National Red
Cross Society leaders.
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Uganda

The operation which the United Nations organized at Kampala
to help Asians of undetermined nationality to leave Uganda, on
which a report was given in the November issue of International
Review, was concluded on 10 November 1972.1 During this operation,
which lasted from 25 October to 9 November, the ICRC issued
2,950 " ICRC Travel Documents " to 4,200 persons and thereby
enabled them to leave before the deadline fixed by the Ugandan
authorities. The ICRC also took part in setting up and organizing
United Nations departure centres, which housed some 600 Asians
for three days before their departure. In Kampala, in co-operation
with the delegate of the League of Red Cross Societies, the ICRC
delegates devoted themselves in particular to the task of providing
assistance to the handicapped, to those in hospital and to detainees,
and of facilitating departure formalities.

An ICRC office will remain open in Kampala to issue the
requisite travel documents for Asians who may still be in Uganda.

Gambia and Sierra Leone

The ICRC Regional Delegate for West Africa recently stayed in
Gambia. He contacted Government authorities and Red Cross
leaders and saw some 120 detainees in Bathurst central prison.
The ICRC despatched medicaments for distribution in that prison
by the Gambian Red Cross Society.

The Regional Delegate then proceeded to Sierra Leone, where
he met Government officials and leaders of the National Society.

Rwanda

The ICRC Regional Delegate for East Africa carried out a
mission to Rwanda where, after talks with Government representa-
tives, he met Red Cross leaders. He also visited eleven places of
detention. At the end of October, the ICRC sent the Rwanda Red
Cross surgical material for the Rilima repatriation camp.

1 Plate.
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