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ICRC President in the German Democratic Republic

At the invitation of the National Society and authorities of the
German Democratic Republic, Mr. Marcel A. Naville, accompanied
by Mr. Melchior Borsinger, Delegate-General for Europe, was in
East Germany from 14 to 21 October 1972.

At Dresden he was welcomed by Professor Dr. Werner Ludwig,
President of the German Red Cross in the German Democratic
Republic, Mr. Johannes Hengst, Secretary-General, and Mr. Oehr-
ing, Head of the Presidential Secretariat and of International
Relations of the National Society.

The ICRC President and the Delegate-General visited the Karl-
Marx-Stadt departmental Committee, of whose activities they were
given a broad conspectus. They also had discussions with the local
authorities.

On 18 October, Mr. Naville met the leading members of the
German Red Cross organization in Berlin.

He and the Delegate-General were received also by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Willi Stoph, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Otto
Winzer, and the Minister of Health, Dr. Ludwig Meschlinger.

Mr. Naville explained to the Government and Red Cross officials
whom he met the affairs of concern to the ICRC, and its work and
objectives, particularly in the realm of international humanitarian
law and in major operations for the benefit of victims of armed
conflicts and internal tension.
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Asian Sub-Continent

The ICRC is pursuing the duties laid upon it by the Third
Geneva Convention with regard to prisoners of war, and by the
Fourth Convention with regard to civilians.

On behalf of prisoners of war.—ICRC delegates in India and
Pakistan are regularly visiting prisoners of war. It will be recalled
that in Pakistan all the 623 Indians are held in the Lyallpur camp.
In India there are some 90,000 Pakistani prisoners of war in about
forty camps scattered along the basin of the Ganges. As a rule,
visits take several days and entail very long journeys by rail. The
delegates reckon that each camp visit takes a week, and on aver-
age the camps are visited by the teams once every two and a half
months.

The ICRC is actively applying itself to securing the repatria-
tion of all prisoners of war, under Article 118 of the Third Con-
vention, and, in the first place, the repatriation of the wounded
and the sick (Articles 109 and 110): a further repatriation opera-
tion between India and Pakistan took place on 29 and 30 Sep-
tember 1972.1 An ICRC plane bearing the red cross emblem carried
124 Pakistani prisoners of war from New Delhi to Rawalpindi.

Between February and June 1972, four such operations enabled
299 Pakistani and 27 Indian prisoners to go home. While all the
Indian wounded have thus been repatriated, several hundred
Pakistani wounded or sick prisoners are still awaiting repatriation.

Two prisoner-of-war camps in India were the scene of incidents
in October. The first of these incidents, at Dhanna on 3 October
1972, resulted in eight deaths and a score of other casualties; the
second, at Allahabad on 13 October, cost the lives of six prisoners.
The authorities immediately invited the ICRC delegates to go to
the camps.

In such events, the ICRC's function is to carry out, not a judicial
enquiry, but a fact-finding mission based on statements by the

1 Plate,
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prisoners themselves and the official version. The ICRC's report
is then transmitted to the prisoners' own government and to the
detaining Power, in order that the latter may take steps to prevent
the recurrence of such incidents.

Protection of civilians.—-The ICRC is giving its attention to
Indian civilians in Pakistan and to Pakistani civilians in India.

The Indian civilians in Pakistan are divided into three cate-
gories: (a) those who came to Pakistan before the outbreak of
hostilities and were unable to leave owing to the conflict; (b) those
detained on the Indo-Pakistan frontier during the hostilities, and
(c) those who entered Pakistan illegally before the hostilities.

Early in August, the Government of Pakistan expressed its
intention to release all Indian civilians. Practical arrangements for
doing so were the subject of agreements reached between the two
Governments, and a number of civilians have already gone home
during the past few weeks. The ICRC delegates in Pakistan are
also steadily following the position of the Bengali minorities in
that country.

In India, the ICRC is visiting Pakistani civilian internees for
whom the Ministry of Defence is responsible.

In Bangladesh

Non-Bengali communities.—The ICRC is continuing its action
on behalf of these communities in Bangladesh by periodic visits to
the settlements, observing living conditions and seeing that instal-
lations are improved.

There is a regular food distribution. UNROD supplies the Dacca
and Chittagong area with about 5,000 tons of wheat a month,
while UNICEF, CORRA and the League of Red Cross Societies
contribute powdered milk, baby foods, sugar and medicaments.
The situation of the non-Bengali communities as regards food may
therefore be described as normal, considering the living conditions
prevailing in that country.

The ICRC delegates are endeavouring to develop the medical
services in each settlement by providing maternity facilities, improv-
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ing dispensaries and engaging non-Bengali doctors and medical stu-
dents living in the settlements for work along with the Bengali
medical personnel.

In all its operations, the ICRC is concerned to transfer the
responsibility for these communities to Bengali institutions and
thereby to prepare the way for reintegration.

Pakistani servicemen.—A number of signs led the ICRC dele-
gates in Bangladesh to suspect the presence of Pakistani ex-service-
men in the country's prisons. An investigation by the authorities
in all the civilian prisons brought to light the existence of fifty-two
Pakistani ex-servicemen. The authorities thereupon transferred
them all to the central prison in Dacca and authorized the ICRC
delegates to visit them. The ICRC delegation has made several
proposals for improved detention conditions and urged that all
the provisions of the Third Geneva Convention be applied to these
prisoners.

Schools in camps.—The ICRC delegates are still actively con-
cerned for the welfare of interned civilian Pakistanis in the camps
organized by the ICRC at Chittagong and Dacca. In addition, the
delegates and doctors regularly visit the communities of non-
Bengalis in the country with an eye to their having decent living
conditions.

The ICRC delegation is attempting as a trial to provide for
schooling in these camps in various parts of the country. Courses
in Bengali are given to children and adult members of the Urdu-
speaking minorities. It is hoped to develop this operation which
might well constitute an important contributory factor to the
integration of the minority group into the Bangladesh population.

Khmer Republic

At the beginning of October, the ICRC delegate, accompanied
by members of the Khmer Red Cross, visited in Phnom-Penh
two camps sheltering refugees.
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In the " Hotel Cambodiana " camp there are 148 families—
more than 500 persons. Each day about thirty refugees reach the
camp, after being evacuated by air from the Svay Rieng region.
The O Be"k Kaam camp, in the Stung Meanchey district, a suburb
of the capital, shelters twenty-seven families (slightly more than
a hundred persons) who were transferred there from the " Hotel
Cambodiana ". At the O Bek Kaam camp, more plaited palm-leaf
huts are being constructed.

Laos
At the end of September, the ICRC delegate in Laos and the

Lao Red Cross distributed six tons of rice to some sixty Meo
(montagnard) families now staying in the Vientiane Plain.

Republic of Vietnam
ICRC delegates and doctors in the Republic of Vietnam have

over the past few weeks made several visits to places of detention.
On 7 September 1972, they went to the Qui Nonh military

hospital of the Vietnamese armed forces, and on the following day
they visited the prisoner-of-war camp in that town. On 13 Sep-
tember, they visited the Vietnamese army hospital at Pleiku, and
on 15 September that of Ban Me Thuot.

Delegate-General on mission in Africa
From 15 September to 15 October, the new ICRC Delegate-

General for Africa, Mr. Jacques Moreillon, was in Africa to confer
with the ICRC regional delegations in Addis Ababa and Yaounde",
and with various government authorities and National Red Cross
Societies in several African countries.

He first went to Ethiopia where he stayed until 21 September.
He had a talk with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and also met
the Minister of State to the Prime Minister's Office and Mr. Nzo
Ekangaki, Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity.

From 21 to 24 September, Mr. Moreillon was in Cameroon,
where he met the Ministers of Education and Justice, and the
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Secretaries-General of the Ministries of Health, the Armed Forces
and Foreign Affairs.

The Delegate-General, accompanied by the Regional Delegate
for West Africa, then went to Ghana and was received by the Head
of State, Col. J. K. Acheampong. He also met the Ministers of
Education and of Health and other senior government officials.

In the Ivory Coast, where he stayed from 28 September to
3 October, the ICRC Delegate-General was received by the President
of the Republic, Mr. F. Houphouet Boigny. He had conversations
also with the Ministers of Health and of the Armed Forces, and
with two members of the Ministry of Education.

Whilst in Sierra Leone for five days, Mr. Moreillon was received
by the Head of State, Dr. Siaka Stevens, and he had discussions
with several senior officials of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs,
Welfare, Health, Education and Information.

He then went to Liberia until 11 October. He was received by
the President of the Republic, Dr. W. R. Tolbert, and conferred
also with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Education and Defence.

On the last stage of his mission, in Senegal, the Delegate-General
was received, in the absence of President Senghor, by the Secretary-
General of the Presidency of the Republic, Mr. Mamadou Diop.
He had discussions also with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
Education and Health, and with several government officials.

In all the countries he visited, the Delegate-General was wel-
comed by the National Red Cross Society leaders. His conversa-
tions everywhere enabled him to give an account of the ICRC's
activities in Africa, with particular reference to relief for political
detainees. In addition, questions relating to the introduction of
courses on humanitarian law in universities, the textbook " The
Red Cross and My Country " in schools, and the " Soldier's Manual"
in the armed forces were discussed. Finally, the Delegate-General
explained the importance which the ICRC attached to co-operation
from African States in the development of international humani-
tarian law, particularly by their participation in the Diplomatic
Conference to be held in 1974.
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Photo R. Russbach/IC

Pakistani prisoners of war being repatriated from India by the ICRC.
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ICRC radio station in Geneva.

A view of the ICRC's travelling exhibition.
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Uganda

The International Committee of the Red Cross proposed, on
10 October 1972, to the Uganda Authorities in Kampala, to
issue an " ICRC travel document ", on which would be stamped
the entry visa of the country accepting to take those persons who
were stateless or of undetermined nationality.

This travel document, which is valid for a period of three
months, would allow refugees lacking papers, to enter the country
accepting to take them in, which would provide them, on arrival,
with the necessary identity papers for their resettlement. The
" travel document " would then be returned to the ICRC.

It was agreed in talks on the general problem of Asians in
Uganda between the Ugandan Authorities and United Nations
representatives that the travel document most suited to the circum-
stances would be the ICRC travel document. Consequently, the
ICRC has been requested to take appropriate measures, through
its delegate in Kampala, for the issuance of such documents to
the persons concerned. Specialized personnel from the ICRC Central
Tracing Agency left Geneva on 25 October for Uganda, where
they worked in close co-operation with delegates of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Inter-
Governmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM), who are
responsible for transportation arrangements for persons going to
the United States, Latin America and several European countries.

Middle East

Visits to prisoners of war

The ICRC delegates in Israel and the Arab countries have paid
several visits to prisoners of war over the last few weeks. As usual,
they talked in private with the prisoners and their reports are being
sent to the detaining authorities and to the prisoners' own gov-
ernments.

In Israel, on 1 and 17 October 1972, the ICRC delegates visited
the 112 Arab prisoners of war—61 Egyptian, 41 Syrian and 10
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Lebanese—at the Sarafand military camp. The five Syrian pri-
soners of war at the Atlit military camp were visited on 29 Sep-
tember and 13 October.

In the Arab Republic of Egypt, the ten Israeli POWs at the
Abassieh military prison were visited on 11 October.

In Syria, the ICRC delegate visited the three Israeli prisoners
of war on 28 September and 15 October.

Student travel

Student passages from Gaza to the Arab Republic of Egypt
have been continuing: operations on 27 September and 4 October
enabled 783 young people to go to Egypt, either to return to their
studies after spending their summer holidays with their families
in Gaza, or, as was the case for 423 of these students, to begin
their further education in Cairo.

Family reuniting

On 18 October, a family reuniting operation enabled 149 persons
to go to the Arab Republic of Egypt and 191 to go the other way
to the occupied territories.

Dominican Republic

The ICRC Regional Delegate for Central America and the
Caribbean was in the Dominican Republic from 6 to 14 September.
Besides making contact with National Society leaders, he met a
number of government officials, and conferred with the Dean of
the Law Faculty of the University of Santo Domingo, who agreed
to introduce a course on international humanitarian law into the
public law syllabus.

With the Red Cross leaders, the ICRC delegate visited the
various installations in Santo Domingo and acquainted himself
with the tasks of the National Society. He also visited two prisons,
the Cdrcel Preventiva in Santo Domingo and the Penitenciaria
National at La Victoria.
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Paraguay
An ICRC delegate and doctor began a tour of Andean countries

at the end of September. They first went to Paraguay, where they
conferred with the Minister of the Interior and the Chief of Police,
who authorized them to visit police stations in which people were
held for political reasons. During their visits to these places of
detention, the ICRC representatives provided the detainees with
medicaments.

Uruguay
The ICRC Regional Delegate for Latin America was in Uruguay

from 20 September to 9 October. He was welcomed by the National
Red Cross leaders and visited the Society's services at San Jose"
and elsewhere. He talked with the Dean of the Faculty of Law at the
University of Montevideo, who agreed to the introduction of a course
on humanitarian law in the international public law syllabus.

The delegate obtained authorization to visit places of detention
controlled by the army and in which people were imprisoned for
political reasons. At the Libertad No. 1 military prison and hospital
he saw some sixty detainees and at the Punta Carretas penitentiary
about 150 others.
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