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The President of the ICRC in Latin America
From 27 November to 3 December 1970, the President of the
ICRC, Mr. Marcel A. Naville, accompanied by Mr. Pierre Basset,
Assistant Director, and Mr. Serge Nessi, Delegate-General for Latin
America, was in Nicaragua for the Ninth Inter-American Red Cross
Conference, the report on which is given below. On route to Managua, Mr. Naville stopped in Venezuela and Panama.
In Caracas he was received by the President of the National
Society, Mrs. Maria Eugenia de Alvarez 1, who presented him, in
the presence of the members of the Central Committee and many
other leading members of the Society, the " Order of the Venezuelan
Red Cross ". After visiting the Venezuelan Red Cross headquarters
and services, the President of the ICRC had interviews with several
senior government officials.
In Panama the ICRC President was met by the National
Society President, Mr. Henry Ford, who, accompanied by Mrs. Carmen S. de Quintero, Executive Director, conducted him round the
Panamanian Red Cross Society's new premises. In the course of a
reception given in his honour by the National Society, and which
was attended by Mr. Demetrio Lakas, President of the Provisional
Government Junta, and by several ministers, the President of the
ICRC was presented by Mr. Henry Ford with the " Matilde Obarrio
de Mallet " medal.
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Near East
Israel and the Occupied Territories

Visits to prisoners of war.—Several visits to prisoners of war
in Israeli hands were made by ICRC delegates between 20 December
1970 and 4 January 1971. They saw 122 prisoners of war, 72 of
them from the United Arab Republic, 39 from Syria, 10 from the
Lebanon and one from Jordan. During each visit they talked in
private with detainees of their choice. Their reports are sent to the
detaining authorities and the prisoners' own government.
From 1 January 1971, ICRC delegates may visit prisoners of
war every fortnight.
Repatriation of Jordanian civilians.—Three Jordanian civilians,
captured in May 1970 by the Israeli armed forces, were released
and repatriated under ICRC auspices.
Lebanon

Three civilian Israeli Arabs recently captured in a village near
the Israeli-Lebanese border were repatriated under ICRC auspices
a few days later.
United Arab Republic

The ICRC delegates again visited all the Israeli prisoners of
war. On 23 and 24 December 1970 and on 5 and 6 January 1971,
they saw two prisoners in hospital and the other ten in the Abassieh
military prison. They talked in private with the prisoners and
delivered parcels and letters from their families for handing over
to the prisoners.
Such visits may take place henceforth every fortnight and as
usual reports on these visits will be sent to the detaining authorities
and the prisoners' own government.
Syria
A family reuniting operation organized by the ICRC permitted
13 persons from Syria to join their families in the occupied territory
of the Golan Heights on 16 December 1970. Shortly after, the
ICRC delegate in Syria visited three Israeli prisoners of war.
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Yemen Arab Republic
The artificial limb workshop in Sana'a, to which we devoted
an article last October, continues its work. Four patients received
their final artificial limbs and four others began training with trial
prostheses.
The ICRC's Dutch artificial limb maker and Swiss physiotherapist whom the ICRC was able to engage are helped by 12 locally
engaged Yemeni (including apprentices for the manufacture of
artificial limbs, one physiotherapist apprentice and an interpreter).
In addition, Hungarian doctors performing amputations on casualties at a Sana'a hospital co-operate with the workshop, advising
the two ICRC specialists for the post-operation treatment of
patients.

Khmer Republic
On 4 January 1971, the delegates of the ICRC in the Khmer
Republic visited the Prey Sar military prison, in which 27 Vietnamese prisoners of war and persons were imprisoned for political
reasons.
This was the first ICRC visit to a place of detention in the
Khmer Republic since the start of military operations in that
country.

Republic of Vietnam
Several visits to places of detention were carried out during
November 1970 by delegates and doctor-delegates of the ICRC in
the Republic of Vietnam. They went to the interrogation centre
of the Vietnamese armed forces at Danang, to the prisoner of
war camps at Danang and at Phu-Quoc, and to the Vietnamese
military hospitals Duy Tan, Nguyen Tri Phuong and Phan Thanh
Gian at Danang, Hue" and Can Tho respectively.
The delegates and doctor-delegates also visited nine correctional
institutions: at Phu Cuong (provincial capital of Binh Duong
province), Can Tho (provincial capital of Phong-Dinh province),
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Rendez-vous at El Arish for people joining their families in the United Arab
Republic.

Transport to...

... the embarkation point at El Qantara.

In the other direction, a boat conveys across the Suez canal persons coming from the
United Arab Republic to join their families in the occupied territory of Gaza-Sinai.
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Hoi-An (provincial capital of Quang-Nam province), Cao-Lanh
(provincial capital of Kien-Phong province), Hue (provincial capital
of Thua-Thien province), Quang-Tri, Gia Dinh, Bien Hoa and TayNinh. In addition, they visited the rehabilitation centre and correctional institution for handicapped civilians at Danang. In each of
these places of detention, they enquired into detention conditions
and the reports on these visits are sent, as customary, to the
detaining authorities.

Southern Africa
A further series of visits to places of detention was carried out
by the ICRC in Southern Africa from 3 November to 24 December
1970.
Mr. P. Zuger, Delegate, and Dr. R. Wepf, Doctor-Delegate, went
first to Angola, where they visited political prisoners and combatants captured by Portuguese armed forces. All prisoners are being
held in two places of detention, a military hospital and a rehabilitation centre.
Four prisons, one of them a women's prison, were visited in
South Africa from 18 November to 15 December. Mr. Zuger,
together with Dr. R. Marti, Chief Medical Adviser of the ICRC,
saw sentenced political detainees.
Finally, in Lesotho, the ICRC delegate visited Maseru Prison,
where political detainees are held.
In all visits carried out in these three countries, the ICRC
delegates were able to speak with detainees freely and without
witnesses. Reports on these visits are delivered by the ICRC to the
detaining authorities.
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